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«#6®»l» vow* anti-fenml raids 


W?S^(& “■ H ? bonah 8ro«g>. responding to 

tjufgs nf .roittwy sdiOT by brad, vowed on SuDdayiBfiohters 
soiade raid# on Israeli tareeta worldwide. “I smrto... 
#B tb^*ny!« »«d er« that Warn... foe Islam of Krugjdcrs and 
*"* Jews mSooth Lebanon, PaleaSeand all 
e world. It wffl vanquish you,” HizboUah chief Sh*%h 
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^ — ■=-.- vr- ^nqubh you.” Hizboliah chief Sheikh 

SSSSaSSSEiKiTn^ iW at ** tanea ^ °* 

g tlc ^” v *“ Uc<1 1 ‘ 11 daslrm brae] s occupation zone in 

SouBi l^banon ui which one Israel soldier dietT^oitir stragglers 
can rea^yptere where the enemy is found,” Sheikh NasnSfah’s 
j^-SneiKta Na eon Qassem, said at a similar rally' in the Som h 
S? to ?f°.°l Na ^ a f iy ^ h| ^"S *e bradi-held border zone. 
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Fourdays after the dash, brad’s army chief Ehud Barak said tbe 
braeb^iOitaiy wasfree to strike at HizboUah wherever it wanted 
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Xiia elivmi hta ry ; v* wncievcr n warned 

in Lebanon, regardless of the effect on Middle East r-^r »«iv= 
-We promise no immunity to HizboUah anywhere ttamsbout 
■ Lebanon, and what we need to do, we will do," C 
said then. 
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Police free kidnapped Syrian children 


MADRID (AFP) — Spanish police said Sunday they had freed 
Syrian father is a key witness in the 


two kidnapped children whose Syrian rather is a key „« 

trial of a man accused of helping finance the 1985 hijacking of the 
Italian cruise liner AcfaiHe L&uro. Abdul and Rula Nasuni aged 14 
and 13 respectively, were released when a special police unit 
raided a Sat in a Madrid suburb at 3.00 a.m. (0200 GMT). The 
three Colombians holding them were arrested and three other 
Colombians were also detained, police said. The children's father, 
Mustapha Nasimi, b a witness in the prosecution of Monzcr A1 
Kassar, arrested in Madrid in June 1992 and charged with 
committing an act of piracy for his alleged involvement in the 
hijacking by the Palestine Liberation Front of the Achille Laura, 
during which an American was killed. The ilMated ship sank 
earlier this month following an engine room fire while it was 
cruising off the coast of Somalia. Mr. Kassar was freed in July 1993 
on bail of S8 million and on condition he reported to police every 
two weeks. When his trial opened m September the prosecution 
asked for a prison sentence of 29 yeans. 
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Syria blasts U.S. 
over Golan vote 
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; DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
, has criticised the United 
( States fbt voting against a 
■ United Nations General 
^Assembly resolution calling 
, far Israel's withdrawal from 
l the Golan Heights. A Fore* 
- ign Ministry spokesman de- 
’ scribed Washington's action 
. as being biased towards Israel 
t and said the U.S. ambassador 
^ in Damascus, Christopher 
;Ross, was summoned to be 
a told about Syria's astonish- 
ment over the U.S. move. 
/The resolution, passed by the 
^ ^ General Assembly on Friday, 
^ said Israel’s continued 
occupation of the Golan was 
! a stumbling block to achiev- 
;ing a comprehensive Middle 
. Hast peace. Seventy-seven 
countries voted in favour and 
‘ two — the United States and 
„ Israel — voted againsL There 
-were 70 abstentions. “The 
U.S. vote against the resohi- 
^tion appears as a vote against 
’ ^the basis of the peace process 
the spokesman said. 


U.S. pilot dead 


• WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
'One of the U.S. Army heli- 
^copter pilots downed in, 
-North Korea , is dead while 
"the. other was reported alive 
land unhurt. President Bill 
-Clinton said Sunday.’ “This 
-tragic’ loss pf life ivas un- 
"necessary, M said Mr Ointon 
.'in a prepared statemeht lt 
-was tbenretword onihefate 

m helicopter 
yoitfa Korea 

'dwfw 

'^DemiTitanscd Zone . 
separating North Korea from 
South Korea. Mr. Qinton 


”of tije crew 
Iwent down in 


Dudayev softens stand 
as Russians press hard 


GROZNY, Russia 
des) — Chechnya’s 
Dzho Hiay Dudaye 
Sunday for the first time, to 
meet Ipsser Russian envoys as 
Russian, forces blasted posi- 
tions around the breakaway 


republic’s capital Grozny. 

atiate from 


Hoping to negotiate 

strength, Russia said it bom- 
barded targets around Groz- 
ny on Sunday, but promised 
not to storm the dty, inviting 
Mr. Dudayev to last-chance 
peace talks. 

Mr. Dudayev said he 1 
would meet R ussian nego- 
tiators if they were given mil 
bargaining powers. - 
But be stressed be would 
meet them only in Grozny, 
not in Mozdok, in the neigh- 
bouring Russian republic of- 
Northern Ossetia, where the 
military operation to end 
Chechnya’s three-year inde- 
pendence bid is being coor- 
dinated, according to his 

. 1 M 1_ Jr TT J 


Turkey’s aid in ending the 

figh ting 

Mr/Demirel later that day 
told President Yeltsin of the 
rebel leader’s willin gness to 
silence the guns in Chechnya, 
the ministry said in a state- 
ment. 


for Chechen forces to surreu- . 
der expired at midnight (2100 
GMT), officials saiaT 
Mr. Yegorov, the deputy 


prime minister appointed by 
Mr. Yeltsin to negotiate with 


Predominantly Muslim 
Turkey has ethnic and reh- 
s links with the one mil- 


It has urged 


Moscow and Mr. Dudayev to 
mya dispute 


solve the Chechnya 
through negotiations that 
preserve Russia’s territorial 
unity. 

Man' 


In Korea downing -(-^jokesm’an Movladr Udugpv. 

- ^ j ‘iam ready to receive your 

representative,' 


Dudayev said in a telegram 
ted by* Mr. 


said he bad been informed by 
Rjchard? 


Representative Bffl 
son, who was in 
on other business, that one 
fc pilots was killed when the 
helicopter wefnt down. Chief 
Warrant Officer David H3e- 
inon of OarkesviOe, Tennes- 
see, was reported dead and 
Chief Warrant Officer Bobby 
Hall of Brooksville, Florida, 
was reported alive. and unin- 
jured, the White House said. 
(See inside for earlier story) 


Kidnapped traders 
freed In Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Two European businessmen 
abducted by-Somah bandits 
in the- northwestern town of 
Bossasso four days ago were 
freed Sunday after interven- 
tion by dan elders, U.N. 
sources said. The business- 
men, a Frenchman and a 
Belgian, both involved in the 
fish hade in Bossasso, were 
lostage on Wednes- 
The Belgian was named 
Yalta' Kemps, while, the 
rdnehman . was identified 
as Christian. A Somali 
tijuor was killed when a 
otout broke out following 
. apparent disagreement be- 
ween the hostage takers and 
i group of negotiators made 
' op of elders tmd representa- 
, Jhves from the Somali Salva- 
tion Democratic Front fac- 
tion. The bandits fled after 
ptiie exchange of fire, leaving 
^behind their hostages. Separ- 
i lately, a group of armed 
;iSpmalis abducted a young 
£ French aid worker working 
for the relief agency Interna- 
tional Action Against Hun- 


> 4er (AICF) on Saturday and 
Remanded that the agency 


compensation for Soma- 

killed by bandits while 

forking for the aid group (see 

12 ). 


. l 

Fighting flares in 
north Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
.Fighting erupted in Afghanis- 
tan's northern Faryab pro- 
vince on Sunday between 
forces loyal to Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbaru 
and the nulitia of Uzbek 
'General Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tutn, Radio Kabul said. 
Clashes flared after Gen. 
Dostum’s troops attacked the 
'^gftritions of pro-Rabbani 
»oes^ said the radio, moni- 
tored here. The radio, wbich 
u controlled by Mr. Rabba? 
in’s government, claimed that 
-the : attacks were .repulsed.* 
Tl^^;:wfa'no independent 

■ jjw- ■ r* ■" “ 


Mr. 

to 

Mr. Yeltsin quoted 
Udugov. 

It marked a climbdown 
from a telegram Mr. 
Dudayev, sent Saturday as 
president and premier of the 
Caucasus republic, in which 
he had insisted bn talking to 
Russian President Boris. Yelt- 
sin or Premier Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdm. That would' have 
implred ^ Rassqm^t^qcep^agpi 
-of Mm 1 as |m equjl, \ 

Mr. Ducrayev also fold a 
news confer e nce Sunday be 
would be willing to organise a 
referendum on the status of 
Chechnya, whose independ- 
ence be declared unflateraDy 
in 1991 onid the collapse of 
the. Soviet Union as a com- 
promise measure, but said it 
was only foe Chechen peo- 
ple, not Mr. Yeltsin, who 
would decide its status. 

Mr. Dudayev has also 
asked Turkey to mediate in 
the conflict and called for a 
ceasefire in the breakaway 
Ca u casia n region, the Tur- 
kish Foreign Ministry said. 
Mr. Dhdayev on Saturday 


' Turks feel sympathy 
i their co-religionists 
in Chechnya whom they foe 
as Turkic cousins. The Mus- 
lim peoples of the Caucasus 
have historically looked to- 
wards the Turks as their pro- 
tectors against Russian south- 
ward expansion. 

Mr. Yeltsin had issued a 
toughly-worded statement 
Sunday ordering Dudayev to 
go to Mozdok for peace talks 
with Russian secret services 
chief Sergei Stepashin and 
Deputy Prime Minister Niko- 
lai Yegorov. 


“If a document relating to 
a ceasefire and to the laying 
down of aims in Chechnya is 
signed in jjour presence today 
. I will consider it proof of ybnr' 
wflhngess to normalise foe 
nfoation and restore peace 
andcalmin Chechnya-fiouthe 
gOoci 


Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman, 
Viadieslay Kostikov, • told 

»- .l 


Echo Moscow radio that Mr. 
YeltsinTumsdf would not sit 
down with Mr. Dudayev “as 
long as the disarmament pro- 
cess has not begun.” 

Until now, negotiations 


have proved fruitless because 
•. Dudaye* 


Mr. 


has refused to 


sent a message to President 
Suleyman Demirel asking for 


layev 

negotiate foe status of bis tiny 
republic and has insisted Rus- 
sian troops leave. With tire 
stakes so high, Mr.' Yeltsin is 
unlikely to agree to that 
The Russian government 
tried and failed three times to 
contact Mr. Dudayev on 
Saturday before a deadline 


Mr. Dudayev, was quoted by 
ITAR-TASS as saying that 
the Chechen’s only remaining 
option was to turn hima»lf in 
as a prisoner. 

Sunday’s attacks followed 
Chechnya’s refusal to meet 
the deadline for surrender, 
Russian authorities said. • 

Russian jet bombers 
attacked five bridges on the 
River Terek north of Grozny, 
a Chechen tank emplacement 
and other “strategic” targets 
in the Khankala area, where 
a military airport and a separ- 
atist command post are lo- 
cated, said a spokesman for 
Yegorov. 

The planes, part of a task 
force dispatched last Sunday 
to. clamp down on the tiny 
republic, started bombing at 
10.00 a.m. (0700 GMT), said 
die spokesman, Sergei Butin, 
quoted by the Russian news 
agencies ITAR-TASS*and In- 
terfax. 

But Chechen authorities 
denied that positions so dose 
to the. besieged capital had 
been attacked. 

' Rebel positions and civi- 
lian bouses in Petropavlovs- 
' ki, 15 -kilometres northwest 
of Grtgpy* were Mso shelled 
on Sunday, witnesses said, 
wi« ^&dJe<T bn 
three sepyatc occasions after 
foe deadfee expiry, residents 
said. 

Russian officials, insisted 
ufoaF'sfonming Grozny with 
gromxltroops, which mifitaxy 
experts agree would be 
bloody, was not on the cards. 

‘There- will not be an 
•assault on Grozny, but the 
destruction of strategic points 
in Grozny and in the area,” 
Mr. Filatov told AFP after a 
press conference in Moscow. 

The ITAR-TASS agency 
quoted a Russian pariimneat 
deputy as saying that De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
bad ordered his forces “to 
eliminate” armed groups 
throughout Chechnya, but to 
spare Grozny. 



KING VISITS GHQ: Hb Majesty King Hussein mi Sunday 
called at foe Armed Forces General Headquarters (GHQ), 
. where he was received by Chairman of the Joint Chiefe of 
Staff General Abdul Hafez Mlrai and senior officers. King 
Hu ss ei n and Gen. Mini di scussed issues of Interest to foe 


Armed Forces. The meeting was attended by Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and His Royal Highness 
Prince Tala! Ben Mohammad, the King’s military secretary 
(Armed Forces photo) 


Crown Prinee meets Chamber of Commerce 
board, stresses need to boost investment climate 


Rabin ready for compromise 
>ver W. Bank redenlovmen 


TEL AVIV 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Sunday he 
was ready for a compromise 
with the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (FLO) over the 
vexed question of an army 
redeployment on the West 
Bank ahead of Palestinian 
elections. 

“It is necessaiy to find a 
compromise formula be- 
tween foe Palestinian de- 
mand for a total Israeli army 
withdrawal from Palestinian 
towns and foe Israeli plan to 
carry out a redeployment,” 
Mr. Rabin told foe cabinet at 
its weekly meeting. 

“This question and that of 
security arrangements repre- 
sent the main obstacle to an 
accord on holding elections” 
to a new autonomy council to 
run Palestinian affairs, Mr. 
Rabin said. 

PLO officials said Mr. 
Rabin and PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat would meet on 
Wednesday to try to break 
foe deadlock m peace talks 
over the planned Israeli troop 
pullout 

“President Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin will meet this week to 
Hkmiai the peace talks which 
are in trouble over (troop) 
redeplovment,” said Saeb 
Erekat' member of the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity. Another PLO official 
said the talks would take 
at foe Erez entrance to 


Israeli and PLO officials 
said during recent talks in 
Oslo that Nobel laureates 
Arafat and Raimi had agreed 
to suspend peace talks in 
Cairo until high-level meet- 
ings resolved disputes over 
redeployment, which was to 
precede long-delayed elec- 
tions for a Palestinian coun- 
cil. 

Palestinians have said they 
will not vote under the bar- 
rels of Israeli guns. Palesti- 
nian elections are the next 
main phase of the IsraeB- 
PLO peace deal signed in 
Washington last year, 

Mr. Arafat told diplomats 
from the United States, Rus- 
sia and the European Union 
in Gaza that Israel’s position 
set out at the last session of 
talks in Cairo last wtak.was 
“a clear violation of the rules 
of the peace process,” the 
PLO leader’s spokesman Na- 
bQ Abu Rudema said. . 
Israel proposed 


to 


the September 1993 

tion of principles, “especially 


regarding the redej^oyment 
of Israeli occupation forces 
before elections,” .Kiri Abu 
Rudeina said. 

Under the declaration of 


principles on autonomy, 
Israeli troo 


Tt will be a very crucial 
meeting, and let's hope this 
meeting will end up putting 
foe peace process back on 
track,” Dr. Erekat, in charge 

nf Inral government for foe 


of local government for 
authority that administers 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho, 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Rabin’s press office^ 


troops. are to pull out 
of West Bank fawns by foe 
eve of elections, which 
should have been - held in 
July. J.. '■< - 

But Israel has been in- 
creasingly rehictahf fa com- 
mit itself fa a . redeployment 
following the kOfings of 45 
Israelis since foestart of self- 
rule. . 

According faasecret fore- 
ign ministry., document pub- 
lished Sunday, , brae! has 


drawn up a plan fo hand over 
three West. Banir towns to 


Palestinian self-rule quickly 


Extracts published in the 
Maariv newspaper revealed 
that Israel envisages wide- 
ranging autonomy m the 
towns of Ramallah, Nablus 
and Jenin in the north of the 
West Bank. 

A rapid handover would 
strengthen Mr. Arafat’s hand 
against hardline groups such 
as the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas which 
oppose the peace process 
with Israel, foe document 
said. 

The towns would form one 
of three zones in the West 
Bank, it said. The second 
zone would group Jewish set- 
tlements, it added without 
elaborating. 

A third, mixed zone would 
be jointly controlled by Israel 
and the Palestinians, accord- 
ing to the document. 

Israel would be responsible 
for security of the zone while 
Palestinians would fake 
charge of most other func- 
tions apart from duties such 
as supplying water and elec- 
tricity. 

Jerusalem is not mentioned 
m the document. 

It said the foreign ministry 
favoured giving way to 
Palestinian demands on the 
role and ■ size of a self-rule 
council to run affairs in foe 
Gaza Strip arid. West Bank. 

The PLQ . ;wants a 120- 
member council with legisla- 
tive and execnfive powers, 
but when talks fiff^stmted on 
the issue Israel, was suggest- 
ing it should have just 20 to 
30- members arid a mainly 
administrative role. 

Jn mo ther development, a 
Palestinian poifeeman who 
opened fire on Israeli soldiers 
in the Gaza Strip during the 
nightacted on ffi&own out of 
_ unexplained anger gnd frus-, 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Sunday re- 
ceived at the Royal Court the 
’ 'ent and members of foe 
of the Amman Cham- 
ber of Commerce and re- 
viewed with them issues of 
concem to the chamber. 

Stressing foe importance of 
having meetings among rep- 
resentatives of various sec- 
tors in the Kingdom, Prince 
Hassan dealt urtb issues re- 
lated to providing foe suit- 
able climate for encouraging 
investment and means of pre- 
paring a trade arbitration law 
through benefiting from the 
experiences of France, Bri- 
tain, and the United States 
with the aim of making Jor- 
dan an international a&itra- 
tion centre for the Middle 
East 

The newly-elected presi- 
dent of the Chamber, Haidar 
Murad, praised foe role of 
the Royal Commission on 
Reform and Modernisation 
(RCRM), which is headed by 
the Crown Prince, 

Mr. Murad said one of the . 
great achiev e me n ts of the 
committee was crea ting the' 
“investment window” to 



Hb Royal Highness Crown Prince on 

Sunday meets with the board of directors of 
attract investors to Jordan. earlier this month, was keen 


Mr. Murad reviewed the 
achievements of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce since 
its establishment, and said 
foe board, which was elected 


to implement the directives 
of Prince Hassan in -develop- 
ing the commercial sector. 

The meeting was attended 
by the prince’s private advi- 


foe Amman Chamber of Commerce (Petra 
photo) 

sor Mohammad A1 Saqqaf, 
legal advisor Awn Khasaw- 
neh, political advisor Ahmad 
Mango and the director 
general of the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM). 


GCC opens 

summit 

today 


MANAMA (AFP) — Secur- 
ity issues will top the agenda 
a summit meeting of Gulf 
Arab leaders opening here 
Monday, but officials said 
border disputes would prob- 
ably be discussed on the side- 
lines of the session. 

The leaders of the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states will also rlfcrareg econo- 
mic cooperation and relations 
with Iraq a nd Iran at their 
15fo summit, lasting three 
days. 

The foreign ministers of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman, Bahrain, Qatar and 
foe United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) drew op 19 points for 
discussion at preparatory 
meetings Saturday. 

Bahraini Foreign Minister 
heikh Mohammad Ben 
MubarakAl Khalifa said Gulf 
leaders may discuss border 
disputes which had damaged 

their relations. 

“The leaders of foe GCC 
will have enough time to 
tackle issues concerning 
them, including border dis- 
putes between certain mem- 
bers,” Sheikh Mohammad.. 


Ministers reply to deputies’ questions 
oin foreign workers in hotels, AIDS 

AlIWAkT x V . M . 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Saad Hayel Stout urged the 
House on Sunday to focus 
attention on such questions 
like compensation to fanners 
who incurred losses from the 
recent floods, improvement 
of foe living conditions of 
government employees and 
foe resolution of the Islamic 
conference held in Casablan- 
ca which overlooked Jordan’s 
historical trusteeship of the 
Islamic places in Jerusalem. 

- The speaker’s call came 
shortly before the deputies' 
listened to replies to querries 
raised by House members 
concerning schools in vil- 
lages, the creation of youth* 
centres in Zarqa and other 
issues. 

Minister of Tourism 
Mohammad Adwan, replying 
to a question by Deputy Bad- 
er Riyati, said foreign work- 
ers in Aqaba hotels constitute 
32 per cent of the total em- 
ployees. 


He said foe hotels were 
’giving priority in employment 
to Jordanians and that hotels 
and restaurants in Aqaba 
were_fnreed— 


offered jobs. 

Minister of Supply Adel 
Qudah replied to a question 
about the ministry’s measures 
in dealing with improving 
warehouses for the consumer 
corporations and the speci- 
fications for drags sold in 
Jordan. The minister said 
that foe Ministry of Supply 
was building modern ware- 
houses and grain silos in 
Irbid, Jweideh and Aqaba. 

Health Minister Aref 
Batayneh, replying to a ques- 
tion by Deputy Hammam 
Saeed, said the number of 
AIDS cases in Jordan had 
reached 116 since the first 
case was discovered in 1986. 

He said 82 of these were 
Jordanians. 

The minister said 19 of the 
reported cases involved chil- 
dren under 15 years of age, 
four between 15 and 19 years, 
72 between 20 and 39 years, 
nine between 40 and 49 and 
12 over 50. 

The minister said that all 
visitors to -Jordan are sub- 
jected to the AIDS test if 
they plan to stay here for 
more than a month. 

The ministry has tested 
346.209«_ivrrftans^rfnce-_1L99 . 


The minister of tourism 
also replied to a question 
about the hotel training col- 
lege and said that 1,640 so far 
-have graduated from it. 

The House approved an 
amendment to a law on social 
and voluntary societies and 
referred to its legal commit- 
tee a government draft law 
on reforming public adminis- 
tration. 


The House referred to the 
ministers of industry and 
trade and finance a proposal 
for amending a law on cus- 
toms duty on imported cars 
suggesting that cars made up 
to 10 years earlier can be 
licensed rather than five 
years according to the current 
regulations. 

Following an intense de- 
bate in which the minister of 
state for prime ministry 
affairs and justice minio^r 
participated, the House de- 
cided to refer a recommenda- 
tion by its L«aJ Committee 
to cancel all regulations 
under which fees are levied 
and replace them by laws, in 
accordance with provisions of 
foe Constitution to the High- 


Middle 
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Iraq ban should be 
ased — Cheysson 


-■a 


BAGHDAD (R) — Former 
-rench Foreign Minister 
Claude Cheysson, fresh from 
talks with President Saddam 
Hussein, said on Sunday he 
believed U.N. sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq after its inva- 
sion of Kuwait in 1990 should 
now be eased. 

“I feel lifting or suspension 
of sanctions is in view. 

“To isolate Iraq from the 
rest of the world represents a 
danger to peace. Humiliating 
Iraq gives a chance to fanatics 
in other parts of the world,” 
he told a news conference. 

He said Iraq was deter- 
mined to abide by U.N. re- 
solutions. 

Also on Sunday, Iraq said 
:t was discussing with France 
steps needed to bring about 
an easing or lifting of the 
crippling sanctions, which 
have cost it an estimated S50 
billion in lost oil revenue 
ilone. 

Baghdad newspapers, 
quoting an Iraqi News Agen- 
cy report from Paris, said 
foreign Ministry Under- 
secretary Ridyad Qaisi was 
on a visit to France and had 
:net senior French foreign 
ministry officials. 

“The two sides agreed to 
continue work at the Security 
Council in line with a coor- 
dinated plan with specific 
steps," Mr. Qaisi said, with- 
out elaborating. 

Mr. Cheysson. France's 
foreign minister from 1981- 
1985, said he was not in any 
official capacity in Iraq but 
bad met French officials be- 
fore coming to Baghdad and 
believed they would be in- 
■ srested in the outcome of his 
visit. 

“It (visit) gave me the 


chance to have confirmation 
of what I really knew and in 
particular the determination 
of the Iraqi authorities, the 
president and government to 
abide by the .. resolutions of 
the Security Council. It was 
confirmed to me and I have 
noted that with gratitude," 
said Mr. Cheysson, who met 
President Saddam on Satur- 
day and had long discussions 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz after his arrival 
on Friday. 

He said he did not bring up 
a U.N. report last week 
which said Iraq is still hiding 
information on its past 
weapons programmes, foiling 
to declare data on radar 
equipment or biological re- 
search until confronted with 
evidence. 

Asked whether France's 
backing for an easing of the 
oil embargo was merely for 
economic interests, he said: 
“There is no shame in having 
economic interests in Iraq. 
You think Americans have 
no economic interest in 
Iraq?” 

“I personally have always 
been a gains t embargoes. I 
think an embargo adds suf- 
fering to sufferings of the 
population in particular the 
weakest part of the popula- 
.tion, children, poor people 
and this at times takes a 
criminal nature," he said. 

The Security Council is 
scheduled to hold its next 
periodic review of Iraq sanc- 
tions on Jan. 17 and diplo-' 
mats said Iraq was hoping for 
a favourable hearing after it 
last month reorganised 
Kuwait within estab- 
lished by a U.N. commis- 
sion.B 


Weizman hopes to end 
5 cold peace’ with Egypt 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman is due to 
start his first official visit to 
agypt on Monday in a bid to 
warm up relations between 
the two countries which have 
remained frosty despite their 
19 79 peace accord. 

Egypt was the first Arab 
country to end hostilities with 
the Jewish state but bilateral 
relations have remained at 
the level of a “cold peace." 

Israel now believes the 
time has come to turn the 
page and breathe new life 
into their relations, following 
the significant steps taken to- 
wards peace in the Middle 
East, officials here said Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Weizman strongly sup- 
ported the Camp David 
agreements in 1978 which 
paved the way for the peace 
treaty a year later. He visited 
Egypt 25 times before being 
elected president in 1993 and 
has dose relations with sever- 
al leading Egyptian politi- 
cians. 

His three-day trip is sche- 
duled to indude a meeting 
with his Egyptian counterpart 
Hosni Mubarak as well as 
talks with Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki, Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa and other cabinet 
ministers. 

The last visit to Egypt by 
an Israeli president was made 
by Yitzhak Navon in 1981. 
and no Egyptian bead of state 
has returned the courtesy 
since former President 
Anwar Sadat's trip to occu- 
pied Jerusalem in 1977. 

Mr. Mubarak may take the 
opportunity during his meet- 
ing with Mr. Weizman to 
announce the date of his first 
visit to Israel, Israeli televi- 
sion said. 

“There will be a rap^ 
prochement in. the wake of 
the accord signed between 


Israel and the PLO on Sept. 
13, 1993, and the peace treaty 
with Jordan on Oct. 26." a 
senior Israeli foreign ministry 
official said. 

Israel had contented itself 
with the “cold peace" stale- 
matein order not to hamper 
Egypt’s efforts to end its 
isolation in the Arab World 
which followed the 197 9 trea- 
ty as Arab countries showed 
their anger by cutting off aid 
and severing political and 
economic ties. 

But now the cold peace has 
no reason to exist, the official 
said. 

Bilateral trade reached 
$270 million in 1993, mainly 
due to sales of Egyptian oil 
products. 

Israel in turn sells chemic- 
al, plastic and agricultural 
products to Egypt as well as 
machines. 

According to the tourism 
ministry about 50,000 Israelis 
visit Egypt each year, and 
about 20,000 Egyptians will 
have been in Israel in 1994 
compared with 5,000 the year 
before. 

The increase is mainly ex- 
plained by the lifting of some 
Egyptian administrative red- 
tape, and the planning adop- 
tion of a law against double 
taxation sfaoaJd also help boost rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Weizman will discuss 
cooperation in fighting ter- 
rorism, as well as closer links 
in telecommunications, tour- 
ism and culture, the head of 
his office, Arieh Shumer, 
said. 

In the past weeks the 
Israeli press has criticised the 
“hostile attitude" of the main 
Egyptian media and the con- 
stant refusal by labour unions 
and professional groups to 
normalise ties with their 
Israeli counterparts. 



TUNISIAN VICTORY: Players or Esperance of Tunis* 
bold aloft the cup after they beat 3-1 Zamalek of Egypt in 
the second leg of the Africans Champions Cup in Cairo on 


Saturday. From left to right, president of the dub Slim 
Chiboub. goalie Ouaer, captain Ben pisy and Maltfoub (AFP 
photo) 


Iran says it cannot be deprived of nuclear ability 


NICOSIA (AP) — The head 
of Iran's Supreme National 
Security Council said Sunday 
that Iran supports the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) and cannot be dep- 
rived of using nuclear tech- 
nology for peaceful purposes, 
Iranian Television reported. 

“The officials of the Isla- 
mic Republic of Iran have 
repeatedly said that Iran does 
not seek nudear and atomic 
weapons and has no wish to 
make a non-peacefui use of 
atomic energy." Hasan Ru- 
whani said. 

“For this reason, the de- 
tails of the NPT are very- 
important to use and are 
closely linked to our national 
security and our country's 
growth and development." 
said Mr. Ruwhani. who is 
also deputy parliament, 
speaker. 

The United States claims 
that Iran, a signatory of the 
NPT, is engaged in a clandes- 


tine drive to acquire nudear 
weapons as part of a major 
arms buildup that will pose a 
threat to the region and 
beyond. 

Iran has repeatedly denied 
that, saying its nascent nuc- 
lear programme is aimed at 
generating electridty to meet 
rapidly growing demand 
among its 60 million popula- 
tion and help revive its mori- 
bund economy. 

Washington is pressing its 
allies to limit the sale of 
advanced technology, includ- 
ing equipment with military- 
applications . to the Islamic 
republic. 

Last year. Indian and the 
Czech Republic among other 
states, bowed to U.S. press- 
ure not to sell nuclear tech- 
nology to Tehran. But the 
Americans believe that Iran 
is seeking help from cash- 
strapped Russia. 

Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (CIA.) Director James 


Woolsey said in September 
that Iran is “eight to 10 years 
away" from building nudear 
weapons'* and that help from 
the outside will be critical in 
reaching that time table. 

Mr. Ruwhani. addressing a 
Tehran seminar attended by 
civil officials, researchers, 
university students and lec- 
turers. stressed: “The Islamic 
Republic of Iran cannot be 
deprived of the use of nudear 
technology for peaceful pur- 
poses. in accordance with the 
wishes of the USA." 

The state-run television, 
monitored in Nicosia, quoted 
Mr. Ruwhani as saving that 
due to the presence of U.S. 
warships with nuclear 
weapons in the Gulf region 
and the proximity of nuclear 
weapons in neighbouring 
countries — a reference to 
Israel and Pakistan — Iran 
had "more reason than most" 
to be worried about nudear 
proliferation. 


He called for stria adher- 
ence to the NPT by all coun- 
tries and powers, the televi- 
sion said. 

Russian experts are com- 
pleting technical studies on 
completing a nudear power 
plant at Bushehr. on Iran's 
northern Gulf coast, accord- 
ing to the Atomic Energy 
Organistion of Iran. 

The plant's two 1,200- 
megawatt reactors were part- 
ly built by a German firm 
before the* 1979 revolution. 
Work was abandoned on the 
plant during the 1980-88 war 
with Iraq, when it was 
bombed several rimes. 

China has said it wall pro- 
vide Iran with at least one 
300-megawan nudear reac- 
tor. 

Before the late Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 
was toppled in 1979, he had 
embarked on a plan to build 
20 nudear reactors for power 
generation. 


Scant hopes for Turkey’s democratisation drive 

pendenco campaign in the 
largely Kurdish southeast of 
the country in I9S4, 
Turkey’s prevention of ter- 
rorism act was introduced in 
1991 to replace wider legisla- 
tion damping down on left- 
wing and religious acts and 
propaganda against the state. 

The proposed changes in- 
dude a definition of terror 
that refers to a constitutional 
clause on the secular nature 
of the state and loyalty to its 
secular founder Kemal Ata- 
turk. 

Islamic circles say that will 
mean people can be put in 
jail simply for saying pares of 
the Koran are true. 

“It may enable the release 
of some people imprisoned 
for thought crimes, while an 
important pan of the popula- 
tion, that is devout Muslims, 
become liable to be jailed," 
said Nuh Gonultas, who 
writes for the Islamic daily 
Zaman. 

Ms. Ciller this month vi- 
sited leaders of Islamic sects 
to win them over, but media 
reports suggested they were 
unconvinced. 

Islamists and secularists 
have also charged that the 
law is vague enough for 
judges to manipulate and 
condemn anyone whose ideas 
they do not like. 

“So, although I am no ter- 
rorist, I have to pay attention 
to an anti-terror law," said 
Aleaddin Kaya, owner of Za- 
man. 


ANKARA (R) — Ankara, 
under fire by Europe for jail- 
ing eight Kurdish deputies, 
promises a democratisation 
drive, but Turkish intellec- 
tuals say the government’s 
promises are empty. 

“A democratisation pack- 
age exists as a kind of fan- 
tasy," Oral CaJislar, a writer 
and journalist sentenced to 
jail for interviewing Kurdish 
guerrilla leaders, said at the 
weekend. 

“But there is not the smal- 
lest chance — I see absolutely 
no proof at all — that demo- 
cratisation will succeed. All 
the promises that (Prime 
Minister Tansu) Ciller has 
given to European leaders 
are to appease them," he 
added. 

Turkey’s restrictive legisla- 
tion enabling arrests for ex- 
pressing separatist opinions 
has made it unpopular with 
the West, to which it looks 
for economic integration into 
the European Union (EU). 

The West slammed the de- 
puties’ recent sentences of up 
to 15 years in jail for separat- 
ism, and the issue has jeopar- 
dised Turkey’s chances of 
sealing a customs union deal 
with the EU next week. 

“We have to become more 
democratic,” said Sabri 
Yavuz, head of the par- 
liamentary human rights in- 
quiry commission. 

“Europe is pushing us into 
isolation, our relations are at 
breaking point because 


democratisation has not 
taken place." said Mr. 
Yavuz, deputy for the Social 
Democrat Populist Party 
(SHP). 

The SHP. junior partners 
in the ruling coalition with 
Ms. Ciller’s True Path Party 
(DYP), was responsible for 
the 1991 birth of the so-called 
“democratisation package," 
which promises all kinds of 
freedom from union rights 
for civil servants to overhaul- 
ing Turkey’s military era con- 
stitution. 

But despite SHP threats to 
pull out firon the coalition if 
the package's passage is not 
sped up, only a couple of laws 
of the proposed 61 have been 
changed. 

Rightists and Islamisrs 
have strongly challenged 
long-awaited changes to Tur- 
key's notorious anti-terror 
law, under which Mr. Calis- 
lar, the deputies and hun- 
dreds of others were con- 
victed. 

"They talk of terror, bur 
unless the government 
changes the 1980 military 
constitution, it is simply 
patching up bad laws," said 
an Istanbul lawyer, who de- 
clined to be named. “The 
constitution breaches inter- 
national human rights rules." 

But constitutional changes, 
much-discussed few months 
back, seem a long way off 
and many now believe the 
package has become a huge 
white elephant because of an 



Tansu Cffler 

obsessive focus on terror. 

“All work has been de- 
voted to the prevention of 
terrorism act, but the public 
has been given the impress- 
ion a wide-ranging survey of 
the freedom of thought is 
taking place." Sibel Unlu, 
deputy head of Izmir Bar, has 
said in a joint statement with 
Ankara bar chief Erdal Mer- 
dol. 

Turkey has been battling 
separatist Kurdish guerrillas 
for the past 10 years. It was 
hit by waves of leftist and 
religious attacks before that. 

More than 13,000 people 
have been killed since the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
launched its bloody inde- 
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Militants kill ‘collaborator’ in Egypt 



wounded his son i in tne IIM .„ ttwn it* At 

on Saturday, police sud ■ t v» P'. home in the 
Gamaa A\ Islamiyva group struck at tnc n 

village of Tanda. to vW p them escaping 

a total of 5M people have died sim r i jmuntenw 
March 1992. 

800 couples marry in mass wedding in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Eight hundred caJi-strapped wupfos 
got married Saturday in a mass wedding " 

Iranian charity in seven towns including Tehran Ihe 
Ayatollah Khomeini Aid Committee, a chant* set 
Iran’s 1979 revolution to help row tamhc*. 
several hundred weddings a year on f chgiiws In 
November the association organised the rotnt of 

1500 couples in the same day. Joint nwmages are clwapcr 
than traditional ceremonies and have been held regularly in 
Iran since the revolution. A traditional ceremony emttaf 
least five million rials (2,000 U.S. dollars) jKttota 
times the average annual salary of .» Usurer or a 
low-ranking official. Dowries arc an extra 10 million rujv 
Saturdav was the anniversary of the both oi ! Aft. , jnc 
son-in-law and successor to Mohammad and the first .sniifc 
Muslim leader. 

U.N. to keep close watch on pyramids 

BANGKOK (AFP) — The United Nations' World Herit- 
age Committee will continue to "monitor closely' an 
Egyptian highway project lo ensure that Cairo diverts the 
road from the Great pyramids, a U.N. official said here 
Sunday. Richard Englehait. Bangkok director of the U.N. 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 1 UN- 
ESCO). said that the Egyptian authorities had assured the 
committee earlv Sunday that the Pyramids would not be 
threatened. “They said that they had ordered the diversion 
Of the project already Mr. Englchart told AFP. “Of 
course, it will be part of our job to monitor it closely for the 
next year," he added. The highway project, discussed early 
Sunday, was the most sensitive item on the agenda of this 
year's gathering, held at the southern Thai resort island of 
Phuket. Last week, excavators discovered a tomb and 
artifacts along the road’s path. By Thursday. President 
Hosni Mubarak announced that no measures would be 
taken on the motorway without his “personal approval." 
UNESCO has been openly critical of the project, while 
engineers have complained that a diversion would undercut 
the purpose of a highway. 

Kuwaiti jailed for “collaborating’ with Iraq 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Kuwaiti police officer has 
been sentenced to life imprisonment for collaborating with 
Iraqi secret services during the 1990-1991 occupation of the 
emirate. legal officials told AFP Sunday. Khaftd Sah&r AI 
Khali <&'. 40, was found guilty after a threc-vear trial before 
the state security court here, a court official said. Mr. 
Khalidi faced several charges including joining the Irani 
popular army, a militia active during the seven-tnontn 
occupation, and taking regular wages from the Iraqis, the 
official added. He also criticised Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
Jaber AI Ahmad AI Sabah in public, which is forbidden 
under the Kuwaiti constitution. The official said the 
defendant denied all charges, but more than 20 witnesses 
testified before the court that he was guilty. 

2,500-year-old sin prevents marriage 

TEL AVIV (AFP)— When Massud Cohen fell in love with 
Chochana Hadad and asked for her hand in marriage, he 
had no idea one of her disram ancestors had committed a 
sin against Jewish law 2,500 years ago. Bui Israel’s high 
rabbinate remembered and has prevented the couple from 
marrying for 10 years, the Yediot Aharonot daily reported 
Sunday. In 580 B.C. Chochana’s erring relative, known as 
a “Cohen' or priest in Hebrew, left the promised land to 
live on the island of Djerba in Tunisia. He married a 
divorcee, so breaking a Jewish law on priests which was 
then in turn imppsed on all his descendants. As a result the 
rabbinate in Galilee in northern Israel has ruled that 
Chochana. a spinster, cannot mam 45-year-old Massud 
because he is divorced. The couple has tried to find more 
foraying rabbis to marry them but to no avail. The high 
rabbinate has told them their relationship can never be 
recognised m law and that their child born a short time ago 
will remain illegitimate. 

Sudan calls for help over refugee crisis 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — A senior Sudanese official called 
Sunday on Arab and Islamic countries to help feed more 
than one million refugees who arc overburdening the 
country s weak economy. Commissioner for Refugees 
Ihsan AI Ghabshawi told the opening session of a three-day 
national conference on refugees here that Sndan desperate 
lv needed help from abroad to meet the refugees’ needs in 
the light of cuts in international a id. Ms. Ghabshawi said 
most of the refugees were from Muslim countries, and that 

*3* an l b -S n,c co ^ ,nt y ics * hat faded to provide 
mU °ver the last three decade* should play a 

th * CI ? S,S - "We appeal to the Arab 1 caguc 
(and) the Organisation of the Mamie Conference to £vc 
t0 lhC P li8h * of Rupees m the Sudan" d* 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffleb, Tel. 810740 
A ssemblies of God Church, Tel, 
632785. 

St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. . 
Chord! of the A nnu nc ia tion TcJ. 
637440. 


Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (he Aammciatlmi Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Chnrcfa Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

A rmenian CartioUc Chnrcfa Td 
771331. 

Armenian O rthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St, Ephraim Chnrcfa Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Enmgefieai Lafberan Church Td: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Coo- 
gregatkm Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Chnrcfa of Naurene Tel.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Chnrcfa in 

Amman 

Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depan- 
meat of Meteorology. 

Temperatures will drop with 
heavy rain expected in aU regions 
and snow over b&gta exceeding an 
altitude of UMu metres. Winds «oU 
be westerly strong. In Aqaba, skies 
will be partly dondy with a chance 
of scattered showers. Winds will be 
westerly active and seas rough. 

Min./Mu. temp. 

Amman 3/6 
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Deserts 2/9 

Jordan Valley 7 1 12 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 9, Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 84 per cent. 
Aqaba 44 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ranui Msawi 794788 

Dr. Khalil AI Jabali 740740 

Dr. Mufchfcs Mazahraft 830425 

Dr. Khalil AlTusluq 757253 

Firas pharmacy 6 619 12 

Ferdowspbarmaey ........... 778336 

A! Ascma pharmacy ......... 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Sfamcisani pharmacy ......... 637660 

Nairoujb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBIXh 

Dr. FayezAlQadi 248743 

Alquds pharmacy t— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khashasbnch 

983023 

Khafifch pharmacy 9S54I7 

EMERGENCIES _ . 

rooa 

Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1 J 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

CWd Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(direaory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 023101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdcvision ,773111 

Radio Jordan 77*1 j i 

Water Authority 680200 

Jopdan Electricity Authority 

815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08.53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8 138 1 3-0 2 
Khalidi Matcnmv. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Alulefa Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sfamcisani 66417161 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasncr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaK 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajrccn ... 777101/3 
Af-8ashir,J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital .... 60224(V50 
AmaJ Hospital 674155 

zarqa= 

Zarqa Govt - Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

A! Him Modem Hospital (OTW9G99Q 
EttOfe 

Princes fiasna Hespim (02)275555 
GftckCutohe Hospital ((©272275 


Ibn AI Nafcet Hospital i(C)247IU0 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (030141 U 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

queen aua 
international 

AIRPORT 

This information is Supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informant^ 
department at Uk Ouccn Alia In- 
tentabonal Airpon TcJ. (0ti\S320Q- 
S. where it should always be ven- 
ded. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Tormlfial 1 ) 

•J 5 *® Sanaa (RJ) 

£2* ••• Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

D“hai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1*£ Dhahran (RJ) 

ltl* New Delhi (RJ) 

I7:S* New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

19M Bangkok, (RJl 

IMS ....... Casablanca, Tknh (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Stl khartmim i*l» 

• Cam* t MS) 

*“22— • Muscat. Abu DbahitOri 

Hudatdch ilM 

Kw* (fail) 

jjjg ^V ah 

» ;o 

" Amsterdam (kl.) 

MPAkTURIS 

Royal* Jordanian (RJ) 
Fllghta 

(Terminal 1 ) 

«|45 ....... Beirut | rj) 

™ "• AB,Mcrta m. Chicago )RJ) 

Winnhul. Frankfurt (Rj* 

ITS Bahrain. Dt*)* (RJl 

- A*" 1 Oltitb. (RJ) 

Dthai. Muscat (RJ) 

Damascus (Rj) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Khartoum (SO) 

Sij? Istanbul iTK) 

£2 Beirut (Mr ) 

tains (MS) 

Bahrain. Abu Dh»h». Mosul (Gf) 
Kfc-hemiSDi 


15:00 

tsje 

16:15 

OJtJO 

as.-w 


Dul 
Amur tit. 
1 1*,) 


•WKET PRICES 

l-i-pcr k-nn pi* v ^ 

as. ■. 

Hanuta (Nlukanitaai ) 

Labbugc 
thnot 
Cauliflower 
CWtWiitine 
Cuvumbcf 1 ( largr l 

Cucwabcriiamalh ... 

h ;S8PUni 

Ciarhf 

Ofapr Fruit 
Icntna 

MiUfOwlUfgei 
(usull) 

Cmnw (green) 

Onion (d»v> 

Onuiar . . 

|Vpp« Ihutl 
repperisw^n . 

PWafo 
HiKinh 

Spunmcfa 

MnnaBciito" 


WUl 
MO 
WO 
i» 'SO 

■ MVIVB 
. 4AV W 

• Ml SCO 

■ 

650 - 

ww 

- suit m 
:ao on 
hai'joo 

• ^ iji 

.. Mik&n 

• eab.-HAi 
.. fooOM 
, sm.-M 
.. 5DQ. se 

MSN 
.. suj m 
.. 2uo 

9UU 7W 




me News 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1994 3 


\ 1 p. 

> i 

Immm v 


l r MRr a 

- *** 

w ir 


He ^R ’S 

S HHPF \ 1 

F ■H? 


• * v 


If feg-y- 

t-r .4 - 



Crown Prince calls for focus on 
equity, integration and health for all 


Q~« Noor Sunday views a Pro**. To the Queen*, left is J„«»e 

xzr** to Jordim Y,ii (p*™ 

Qtteen inaugurates headquarters 
df Jordan River Designs Project 


i AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 

i Majesty Queen Noor Sunday 

inaugurated the new head* 
quarters and showroom for 
. tnef Jordan River Designs, 
Ssnfe the Children’s urban 
income-generating project, 
which provides training and' 
.jotis to underprivileged 
women in Al-Mabatta and 
Al-Nathif suburbs of Am- 
map, a Royal Court state- 
ment said. 

Queen Noor invited Save 
the; Children to Jordan to 
provide technical assistance 
V . and training to the Noor A1 
tv Hussein Foundation's, NHF, 
r National Handicrafts Project 
Since then, both Bani 
Hamida Weaving Project and ' 
Jordan River Designs have 
become independent. 

the Queen supports their 
activities and promotes their 
products nationally arid inter- 
nationally. 

NHFs Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre (JDTC) 
cooperated in the past with 
Jordan River Designs in pro- - 
duct development and export 


marketing and currently mar , 
kets their products in JDTC 
tonrist shops in Petra, the 
statement said. 

Established in 1987, the 
Jordan River Designs Project 
gives needy women sta lls to 
revive traditional Jordanian 
handicrafts while providing 
them with income to raise 
their standard of Hving. 

Geared towards self- 
reliance and grass roots parti- 
cipation, the project provides 
these women with interest- 
free loans to set up small 
projects and market their 
own products. New show- 
room, said the statement, is a 
stone house built in 1936, 
which was restored by 
architect Ammar Khamm^ h 
in its tradition al style and 
spirit. 

Queen Noor toured the 
showroom and viewed the 
{noducts which include bed 
covers, pillows, olive oil 
soap, leather bags and tradi- 
tional dolls, the statement 
said. 

She also visited the Bani 


Hamida House' and viewed 
its autumn collection, it said. 

Queen Noor was received 
by Mark Edington, Save the 
Children Middle East Area 
director and Jordan Field 
Office Director' and Hana 
Shahin, Jordan River De- 
signs Project manager. 

Also present at the event 
were Ambassador of Japan 
Yuji Dceda, U.S. Agency for 
International Development 1 
(USAID) Director William' 

T. Oliver, Senator Leila 
Sharaf and local businessper- 
sons. 

The renovation - was fi T 
nanced with, an allocation of 

U. S. $39,896 from the gov- 
ernment of Japan within the 
framework of the Japanese 

. Grant Assistance for Gras- 
sroots Projects (GAGP), a 
Japanese embassy statement 
said Sunday. ' 

According to the USAID 
spokesperson, the agency has . 
over the past five years, 
granted the Jordan River De- 
signs Project a total of 
$355,000. 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Selectivity, poli- 
tical correctness and empty 
words should be avoided in 
preference to equity, integra- 
tion and health for all. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Sunday. 

“If we continue with selec- 
tivity... we will not address 
the problems. I suggest that 
we look at what the matrix of . 
international issues will look 
like next year; the 50th 
anniversary (of the United 
Nations)." Prince Hassan 
said at a meeting of World 
Health Organisation (WHO)' 
task force members held as 
part of a three-day confer- 
ence entitled “Health m De- - 
velopment Issues.” 

The Crown Prince urged 
the task force, of which he is 
a member, not to fall into the 
ranks of other convening 
groups as idea originators 
only. 

At the end of 1994, the 
Crown Prince said, he felt, 
that the importance of health 
had not been discovered and 
that throughout 1995 a diffe- 
rent approach should be 
adopted. 

Equity, integration and 
health are part of the agenda 
of WHO task force’s bi- 
annual meeting here. 

“A theme of man against 
and man against nature is one 
way of addressing the 50th 
anniversary,” he said 


Prince Hassan aim said 
that the occasion of the 
anniversary should provide, 
an opportunity to “look at 
the 50tb year as a year in 
which we will pull together..', 
and address issues of ethics of 
human solidarity, global 
issues, forces of change, vio- 
lence, vulnerable groups, 
man-made disasters,” among 
others. 

With regard to equity 
among the region’s peoples, 
Prince Hassan said that by 
the year 2010, 130 million 
Arabs will enjoy the purchas- 
ing power of seven million 
Israelis. 

_ “I wonder if we are effec- 
tively talking of a situation 
where we are predicting in- 
equity,” be said, indicating a 
need for action to stem future 
incrementation of income 
disparities. 

Prince Hassan suggested 
the formation of a regional 
council to serve as a powerful 
lobby with an agenda and not 
a “wish list.” 

He also voiced criticism of 
the Casablanca OIC summit 
(Dec. 12-14) saying; "50 
countries produced 50 resolu- - 
dons, and I had hoped for 
one resolution.” 

In reply, task force chair- 
man and former Barbados 
Foreign Minister Brandford 
Taitt said tht the task force 
would “take His Highness' 
words to heart” and veer 
away from “doing business as 
usual.” 


Parliament speakers meet 
with Cuban minister 


Premier receives outgoing Pakistani envoy, 
new Norwegian ambassador 


' r j!inc mill 


AMMAN (Petra) — < Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
S unday received at his office 
Pakistani' Ambassador Tariq 
Khan Africfi wbo paid a cour- 
tesy visit upon the .occasion of 
his fend of his topr of duty in 
the|Kmgdqm> 


Pakistan. 

Ambassador Afridi leaves 
the Kingdom for his new post 
as Pakistan's enovy to Por- 
tugal. • 

Also Sunday, Dr. Majali 
received Tove Kijewski, Nor- 


Tor-* 1 appol nte'd- 

, i -^ambassador tof Jordan, - -affid ' 

n a reviewed with tier' bilateral!: 


A _ rl l fift r Ki t Tf fTn riV v», . j~u 4 — iv»viwww wiui uvu yuaijuu,, 

1 ^stations and’OttidPHsifeii 

out! his five-year tenure here 

j mutual concern, 

m pelping tp advance rela- 
tions between . Jordan and Mr. Kijewski, who 


assumed her post here in 
September, was most recent- 
ly second-in-charge of the 
Norwegian embassy in Bonn, 
Germany. Her previous post- 
ings in the Arab World in- 
clude Egypt and Kuwait. 

• The prime minister ! afco' c 
met-in-hisr office -with -Sadek- 
s Ben Jumaa, jnember of the 
central committee of the rnf , 
ing party in Tunisia to discuss 
bilateral ties. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment Speakers Ahmad Al- 
Lawzi and Saad Hayel Srour 
Sunday separately received 
Cuban Foreign Minister 
Roberto Gonzales and his 
accompanying delegation' 
who are here on a several-day 
visit to Jordan. 

Mr. Lawzi briefed Mr. 
Gonzales on His Majesty 
King Hussein’s role in estab- 
lishing peace in the Middle 
East arid serving humanita- 
rian, political and ‘economic 
cause s - a rou nd the world. 

He also stressed Jordan’s 
stands and endeavours to 
achieve a just, comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace in the 


region. 

The two sides reviewed bi- 
lateral relations in parliamen- 
tary fields, underlining the 
need to enhance cooperation 
in economic and trade fields. 

Mr. Lawzi also reviewed 
Jordan’s deraocratisation 
process and the role of the 
legislative authority in sup- 
porting it. He outlined the 
mechanisms of work at the 
Parliament, the election pro- 
cess and strides in securing 
political r pluralism^ 

At the meeting with the 
House speaker, discussion 
centred on economic and 
commercial ties by enhancing 
die role of the private sector 
in both Cuba and Jordan. 


Jbrdan observes Arab Police Day 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Arab Police 
Day was celebrated in Jordan 
Sunday with a major cere- 
mony attended by Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Director Lieutenant General 
Abdul Rahman Udwan. 

At the.PSP Officers Club 
Lt. Gen. Udwan distributed 
merit certificates to retired 
PSD officers, journalists, 
families of martyrs and 
citizens who have helped the 
police solve crimes this past 
year..., 

The. PSD director also dis- 
tort billed trophies to leaders of 
police units who scored high- 
est jiri'tbe annual inspection 
procedures and decorated 
several officers with medals 


in recognition of their disting- 
uished efforts in the line of 
duty. 

Major General Hashem 
Qaisi addressed the gathering 
and outlined the develop- 
ment of the security force, 
noting the great achieve- 
ments of the police force 
since the 1920s. 

According to Maj. Gen. 
Qaisi, “peace in the region 
will enhance development 
and stability in the King- 
dom.” 

He also said the crime rate 
in Jordan is con sidered low 

“Grime is a shadow that 
threatens every citizen in our 
society, but we are confident 
with our system we can pro- 
tect people and secure their 
safety,” he aclded. 

Major General Sami 


Saket, a retired PSD officer,, 
delivered a speech on behalf 
of the pensioned officers, 
saying that the rapid 
advancement of the society 
and the critical stage the 
Kingdom now faces requires 
that the country’s security 
systems “cope and adjust to 
these changes.” 

According to Colonel 
Mahmoud Obeidat, director 
of public relations at the 
PSD, the celebration was a 
good opportunity “to look 
back at what we have accom- 
plished and to look for ways 
to improve our police work to 
serve our community.” 

CoL Obeidat also said that 
this is the day to remember 
the people who have dedi- 
cated their lives in working 
for the police force. 


France initials JD 12m 
loan-grant protocol 


AMMAN (J.T.) — France 
has initialled a protocol 
granting Jordan a total of % 
million francs (JD 
12,212,800) of which about 
JD one million will be in the 
form of a grant. 

According to Nabil 
Amman, secretary general of 
the Ministry of Planning who 
led a Jordanian team tp 
negotiate the aid and the 
loan, the rest of the sum will 
be paid over 20 years with a 
10-year repayment grace 
period. 

Dr. Amman, who was 
speaking Sunday following 
ms return from France, said 
he negotiated the aid with the 
French Ministry of Economy 


aha reached an* initial agree- 
ment. 

* The sum assigned for loan 
will be used to finance water, 
telecommunications, civil 
aviation and other develop- 
ment schemes in Jordan and 
the grant will be used pri- 
marily to finance studies re- 
lated to the development of 
the water and irrigation sec- 
tors in the Kingdom, accord- 
ing to Dr. Amman. 

French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet told the 
Jordan Times Sunday that 
the loan bears a one per cent 
interest and the total sum 
could be available to Jordan 
as soon as formal contracts in - 
this connection have been 
signed. 


WHAT’S going on 

> 


.TRANCO-ARAB CINEMA FESTIVAL 

*; Film entitled “The Extras” (Syria 1993) at Cinema 
i Concorde at 8130 p.m. 

FILMS 

i? FOm fa French entitled “Sans Tmt Ni Loi” at die 
; French Cultural Centre at 8.-00 pun. 

* 'FOm (in English) entitled “15th Century: Raudssame in 
■ ;Fh 1] Bloom” (with commentary in Arabic by Dr. KhaHd 

Khrefe) at Darat Al Funnn at 5-JO p.m. 

CHOIR 

& Choir by the Baptist community at the Royal Cultural 
’ Centre at &00 p.m. 



ft. Lecture “PreHminary Results of the Pella 

: Hinterland Survey” by Dr. Pamela Watson at the 
Friends of Archaeology Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

ft Ban! Hamida Christmas Display with a variety of mall 
: gut bans at Ban! House, Jabal Amman, first 

!• Circle, Rainbow Street- 

exhibitions 

Plastic art exhibition by LaHa Kawash at the Royal 
Cultural Cehtore. 

* Exhibition of paintings on leather by Iraqi artist Ralmn 
Dabdnb at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 
☆ .Fainting and water colours exhibition by Suhafl Malouq 
!at Bafedna Art GriBery. 

s*t Art feddbitkio by Ammar Khammash and Fimd J&d at 
Institute* Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural Centre). 



Every Tuesday night ! 

Spoil yourself with an evening 

full of w«n«m romance. r — ■ 

Truly botmhudma is the pasta ■ t 
cooked lire In front of you, 1 ' 
the way yon requested. 1 

Be your own chef and create 1 

your unique Pizza. \ 

Our sumptuous buffet has the a 

freshest ingredients specially 1 

Down in from Italy. 

So, put your creativity in full 
gear and carry your 
taste buds to Italy. 

Arxivederci 

o 

HOTEL * 

INTER* C0 NHN£ NTaL 
JORDAN 

For reservations call 641361, ext. 2222 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Health Organisation task force meeting in 
Sunday addresses members of the World Amman (Petra photo) 


He reaffirmed the task 
force's dedication to the cen- 
trality of health, but addet^ 
that its definition of health' 
bad altered. 

“We are moving away 
from the clinical definition of 
health towards the political, 
social, economic and de- 
velopment aspects of it,” Mr. 
Taitt said. 

He added that the task 
force was centring its activi- 
ties around the human being, 
and he agreed with Prince 


Hassan on the need to follow 
up methodology which, he 
said, was sometimes a slow 
process, but “if the metho- 
dology was right, then the 
result would be right.” 

Mr. Taitt said that the’ 
Kingdom had been chosen 
for this meeting because 
“Jordan has taken a lead role 
in focusing .on the human 
condition.” 

The conference, held 


under the patronage of 
Crown Prince Hassan, has 
been attended by political 
leaders, development experts 
and economists (torn around 
the world who discussed ways 
to ensure that health is recog- 
nised as an indispensable '- 
component of development' 
policies and that the central-- 
ity of health in social de- 
velopment is given due 
empnasis at the 1995 World. 
Summit for Social Develop- 
ment. 



Prjme Minister Abdul Salnm Mid ah Sunday meeting was Minister of Higher Education 
receives visiting Malaysian Minister of Higher Rateb Saoud (Petra photo) 

Education Suleiman Daoud. Also attending the 

Majali, visiting Malaysian minister 
discuss higher eclucatiQn exchanges 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Malaysian Minister of Higher 
Education Suleiman Daoud' 
Sunday began a five-day visit 
to Jordan by calling on Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
to discuss scopes of coopera- 
tion in higher education sec- 
tors. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan is 
keen to launch close coopera- 
tion between Malaysian and 
Jordanian universities and re-, 
search centres. 

Dr. Daoud^ will- review 
with Minister of Higher 
Education Rateb Saoud, who 
also attended Sunday’s meet- 


ing, cultural, scientific and 
academic exchanges. He will 
also visit the Kingdom’s state 
universities and archaeologic- 
al sites. 

In a statement upon his 
arrival here at the head of an 
official delegation. Dr. 
Daoud said that he would 
discuss exchange of universi- 
ty faculty, researchers and 
scientists to promote higher 
education and enrich cultural 
cooperation. He said he will 
also discuss the equivalence 
of degrees awarded by the 
universities of either country 


and facilities for enabling stu- 
dents from Malaysia and Jor- 
dan to enroll at universities in 
the two countries. 

Dr. Saoud told reporters 
that discussion will cover 
cultural exchanges noting 
that nearly 1100 Malaysian 
students are currently enrol- 
led at Jordanian universities. 

The minister said that Dr. 
Daoud will visit the Universi- 
ty of Jordan, Yarmouk Uni- 
versity, Muta University and 
A! al Bayt University where 
Malaysian students are cur- 
rently enrolled. 
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Year End 
Program 

Restaurants 


Xmas Eve. Xmas Lunch. 

Gala Dinner Buffet Lunch 

New Year's Eve Dinner. 

Gala Dinner 




l Ti*f iq.'iriMH cj %tnrqen 




voted as best picture for year end ! 

As time goes by - 
1994! is over. 

Turn To Bettor Times ... Turn To Turino / 

Singers , Pop Music , Bands , CD. i .Tequfe etc 

3e&t> Wishes For The New Year 


Resevation For Dinner & Lunch: 363944 - 816690 - Sweifiyeli 
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I ANC weaknesses under spotlight 


BLpEMFONTEIN, South 
Africa (AFP) — Serious 
problems in the ruling Afri- 
can National Congress could 
hamper its ability to govern 
effectively, a report released 
at the ANC's three-yearly 
conference here Sunday says. 

The hard-hitting report, by 
ANC Secretary-General 
Cyril Ramaphosa, says the 
party lacks decisive lead- 
ership, has a grave shortage 
of funds and is out of touch 
with its grassroots suppor- 
ters. 

Among the problems is the 
“continual reliance” on ANC 
President Nelson Mandela to 
do the organising. 

The report was to be de- 
bated behind closed doors 
Sunday by some 2,700 dele- 
gates to the conference, the 
ANC's 49th since it was 
formed in this Orange Free 
State provincial capital in 
1912. 

The meeting also marks 
the first ANC foinktank since 


it swept to power in historic 
all-race elections in April. 

“Despite our immense suc- 
cess in the election, we have 
serious shortcomings at many 
levels,” Mr. Ramaphosa says 
in the report. 

He says ANC leaders are 
indecisive, fail to respond 
promptly to crises and are 
reluctant to enforce disci- 
pline. 

Senior officials are over- 
loaded with work, he adds, 
while the ANOs affirmative 
action policy relating to 
women has failed. 

“There is an over-reliance 
on a few key women lead- 
ers,” Mr. Ramaphosa says. 

The problem has been ex- 
acerbated by key ANC mem- 
bers moving into government 
positions. 

In his opening address to 
the conference Saturday, Mr. 
Mandela was sharply critical 
of ANC organisation and fi- 
nances. 


“Ours was not a planned 
entry into government,” Mr. 
Mandela said. “We were dis- 
organised and behaved in a 
manner that could have en- 
dangered the revolution.” 
He said the party’s finan- 
cial state was a “matter of 
serious concern" and called 
for the elimination of wastage 
and an end to the “lack of 
financial discipline.’’ 

Mr. Ramaphosa ’s report 
embroiders on the theme, be- 
moaning the poor state of 
organisation in branches and 
regions and complaining of 
fiscal indiscretions. 

It says sources of finance 
have dried up since the elec- 
tion and that the ANC Youth 
and Women's Leagues “do 
not adhere to financial con- 
trols." 

“Unless we address these 
problems, we will continue 
sliding into the low morale in 
which some of our militants 
are,” he says, referring to 
disillusioned ANC soldiers 


who have deserted the South 
African National Defence 
Force in Droves. 

Unless branches are re- 
suscitated and problems tack- 
led. Mr. Ramaphosa adds, 
the ANC will battle to win 
municipal elections due at the 
end of 1995. 

According to delegates. 
Mr. Ramaphosa received 
thunderous applause when he 
presented the report. 

The conference is expected 
to spend Sunday debating the 
report before tackling 10 
other items on the agenda, 
including the preparation of 
South Africa’s final constitu- 
tion. the economy, the ram- 
pant crime ravaging the coun- 
try and the role of women. 

During the four-day con- 
ference, which has as its 
theme "From Resistance to 
Reconstruction and National 
Building.” the ANC will also 
renew its 50-member Execu- 
tive Committee. 


Time chooses Pope as Man of the Year 


NEW YORK (R) — Time 
magazine has announced it 
had selected Pope John Paul 
its Man of the Year saying 
he had “forcefully set forth 
his vision of the good life and 
urged the world to follow it.". 
' ‘ The publication said he 
had pursued his vision in a 
year when many lamented a 
decline in moral values and 
used the influence of his 
office to speak out and furth- 
er his aims. 

"For such rectitude — or 
recklessness as his detractors 
would have it — he is Time 
magazine's 1994 Man of the 
Year.” 

Few of his predecessors 
over the past 2.000 years 
have spoken from it as often 
and as forcefullv as he.” the 


magazine said. 

In his effort to cast his 
message wider Time noted 
that he had this year pub- 
lished his meditations Cros- 
sing Tie Threshold Of Hope. 

lime cited as an example 
of the pontiffs ability to im- 
pose his will the defeat of a 
U.S. backed proposition at 
the United Nations Interna- 
tional Conference on Popula- 
tion and Development in 
Cairo last September. 

Because the Pope feared 
the measure would encour- 
age abortions the Vatican 
successfully intervened to de- 
feat it. the magazine said. 

It said critics are predicting 
catastrophic consequences 
for the world’s population as 
a result but noted “the Pon- 


tiff was unfazed by the wide- 
spread opprobrium." 

Pursuing his goal of clar- 
ifying his church’s doctrine 
Time said the Pope had seen 
the Vatican issue “catechism 
of the Catholic Church.” 

It called die catechism “the 
first such comprehensive 
document issued since the 
16th century, and perhaps the 
most enduring landmark of 
John Paul’s papacy." 

Time editors have selecred 
a Man of the Year since 1927 
when it picked Charles A. 
Lindbergh. Despite the title 
the magazine has sometimes 
selected women and last year 
it selected four “peacemak- 
ers”. F.W. De Klerk and 
Nelson Mandela. Yasser 
Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin. 


Beijing urges British cooperation 
on Hong Kong pact’s anniversary 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
urged Britain Sunday to set 
aside disputes and cooperate 
on Hong Kong's future ahead 
of the IQth anniversary of an 
.historic pact governing the 
prosperous colony's return to 
Chinese rule in *1997. 

ThEOfnriaisalforefterated ' 
vows? to uphold.- -the "one 
country, two systems" princi- 
ple allowing Hong Kong to 
retain its freewheeling capi- 
talist economy, despite bitter 
rows with London over 
democratic reforms and other 
issues. 

Vice Premier Qian Qichen, 
in a speech commemorating 
the Joint Declaration of Dec. 
19, 1984. said "it is my sin- 
cere hope that the two coun- 
tries will reduce their con- 
flicts, increase mutual trust 
and enhance cooperation.’’ 

“I believe that China and 
Britain will be able to cooper- 
ate on this fundamental issue. 
But that does not mean that 
there will be no conflicts or 


problems.” said Mr. Qian, 
who is also foreign minister. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency quoted him as saying 
that Sino- British cooperation 
was an "important factor" for 
a smooth transition "but the 
most important thing is to 
rely on our own forces." 

The Joint Declaration- 
guarantees continuity in 
Hong Kong for another 50 
years under the so-called 
Special Administrative Re- 
gion (SAR). 

But efforts by Hong Kong 
Governor Chris Patten to in- 
troduce democratic reforms 
to the colony before 1997 
have inflamed Beijing, lead- 
ing to the rupture of negotia- 
tions on the future of Hong 
Kong. 

China has since announced 
that all political structures in 
the colony will be dismantled 
after the handover, and un- 
ilaterally created a committee 
charged with installing the 
future Hong Kong adminis- 


trative system. 

Lu Ping. Beijing’s highest 
official in charge of Hong 
Kong and Macau, a Portu- 
guese colony reverting to 
Chinese rule in 1999. said 
that the “one country, two 
systems” idea was "China's 
long-term state policy .” not 
an expedient measure. 

He criticised London for 
departing from the spirit of 
the Joint Declaration. 
Xinhua said, but welcomed 
its pledges of cooperation 

Disputes over Hong 
Kong's new airport and other 
infrastructure projects span- 
ning the handover have also 
soured ties between Beijing 
and London. 

The 31st meeting of the 
Si no-British Joint Liaison 
Group (JLG) ended In Lon- 
don Friday with British 
efforts to gain China's 
approval of contracts for a 
huge container terminal look- 
ing hopelessly stalled. 


Rwanda slows plan to close camps 


KIGALI (R) — The Rwan- 
dan government appears to 
have accepted U.N. pressure 
to delay its plans to close all 
refugee camps in the south- 
west of the country by the 
end of December. 

This follows a large-scale 
operation by the United Na- 
tions last week to search two 
of the camps to round up 
militants who have been ter- 
rorising the refugees there. 

The operation produced 
few results, apparently be- 
cause the militants had fled 
before the U.N. sweep be- 
gan. 

The United Nations’ spe- 
cial representative in Rwan- 
da, Ambassador Shaharyar 
Khan, said in Kigali Sunday 
the government would no 
longer insist on the closure of 
the camps by the end of the 
year. Instead they had agreed 
to a two-month programme, 
as proposed by the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Khan told Reuters last 
week’s operation aimed to 
halt an increase in violence in 
the camps, which had been in 
danger of falling into the 
pattern of refugee camps 
around Goma. in neighbour- 
ing Zaire, where extremists 
rule through terror. 

He said the aim had nor 
been to persuade the govern- 
ment to delay what foe Un- 
ited Nations regarded as a 
hurried closure plan. 

Bui he welcomed the 
Rwanda government’s 
acceptance of Operation Re- 
tour — the United Nation’s 
gradual closure programme. 

The government had said it 
wanted to close down foe 
camps by the end of the year 
to end a growing security 
problem. 

The camps were set up in 
May and June to provide 


shelter for fleeing Hutus as 
foe Tutsi-dominated Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF) step- 
ped up its military campaign 
against the Hutu-led govern- 
ment following genocide kill- 
ings of Tutsis in April. 

Hundreds of thousands 
took shelter in a safe zone 
established by French troops. 
Despite the subsequent with- 
drawal of the French force, 
most of the Hutus stayed in 
the camps, fearing RPF 
vengeance for the slaughter 
of Tutsis and moderate Hutus 
that followed the assassina- 
tion of Hutu President Juven- 
al Habvarimana. 

The forced closure of other 
camps in the former safe zone 
had drawn international cri- 
ticism. Mr. Khan said the 
government realised it should 
not risk attracting more 
opprobrium from a world still 
suspicious of foe new rulers. 

Over 1,500 U.N. 
peacekeepers marched into 
Kibe ho and Ndago early last 
Wednesday hoping to seize 
thugs terrorising the esti- 
mated 140,000 inhabitants. 

A day-long search netted 
47 suspects — four were later 
released through lack of evi- 
dence — and more than 1 .300 
weapons, mainly machetes 
and other blades, a poor haul 
for such a large operation. 

None of the grenades and 
small arms sighted earlier in 
the camp were seized, and 
the United Nations admits 
the militant ringleaders had 
bolted before the peacekeep- 
ers went in. 

“The operation was too big 
to have the benefit of sur- 
prise,” Mr. Khan told Reu- 
ters. “If we do another sweep 
it should be on a smaller scale 
to maintain the element of 
surprise. 

“But even if foe gang lead- 


ers got away, the camps are 
now free of their influence. If 
they go to other camps then 
we will clear them out.” 

Meanwhile, a batch of 120 
Japanese soldiers returned 
home Sunday after a three- 
month humanitarian mission 
in Rwanda, Japan's first 
military-supported aid opera- 
tion under national command 
since World War II. 

Another contingent of 140 
troops are due to leave the 
Zairean town of Goma — 
where they have assisted 
Rwandan refugees — Tues- 
day and will arrive in Japan 
Friday officials here said. 

Their mission had been de- 
fined as strictly humanitarian 
. mainly providing support 
for a vaccination programme 
and water supply, as Japan's 
post-World War II constitu- 
tion bans the use of force in 
settling international con- 
flicts. 

Japan previously sent milit- 
ary personnel to Cambodia 
and Mozambique, but both 
operations were under the 
auspices of foe United Na- 
tions. 

The 260 Japanese troops, 
who had little overseas ex- 
perience, completed their 
mission amid fears of conta- 
gious diseases and security 
problems as well as foe possi- 
bility of volcanic eruptions. 

“I feel relieved after com- 
ing back safe and sound, 
38-year-old medic Norio 
Fukuda told reporters after 
foe 120-suong team arrived 
at Tokyo’s Narita Interna- 
tional Airport on a commer- 
cial flight. 

“I was shocked to see a 
boy, who looked as old as my 
own son. carrying his youn- 
ger brother on his back," he 
said. 

/ 


Thai king 
endorses 
cabinet 
reshuffle 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai 
Prime Minister Chuan Leek- 
pai secured a political victory 
Sunday with the official 
announcement ihat monarch 
King Bhumibot Adulyadej 
had endorsed a cabinet 
reshuffle that guarantees him 
majority in parliament. 
The endorsement, which 
state television said took 
place Saturday, made official 
foe eleventh-hour comprom- 
ise between Mr. Chuan’s 
administration and the Chart 
Pattana Party, previously the 
second-largest member of the 
apposition. 

Under the new C2binei list, 
the government retains 201 
seats in the House, out of a 
total of 360. 

The Chan Pattana inherits 
14 cabinet seats, replacing 
the New Aspiration Party 
(NAP) which split from the 
coalition. 

There were no deviations 
from the proposed reshuffle 
list, in which the Democrats 
shifted four of their own 
seats. 

As .expected, Sanan 
Kachornprasart . the 
secretary-general of Mr. 
Chuan's Democrat Party, re- 
ceived the powerful interior 
minister post, replacing 
Choawalit Yongchaiyudh. 

Mr. Chaowalil. the leader 
of the NAP, challenged — 
and helped defeat — a gov- 
ernment vote on Dec. 8 on 
constitutional amendments 
which would have limited his 
authority over local officials. 

He defected to the opposi- 
tion the next day, leading 
most analysts to predict Mr. 
Chuan would disolve parlia- 
ment and call for snap elec- 
tions. 

But Mr. Chuan’s Demo- 
crats managed a last-minute 
compromise with the Chart 
Pattana Party in what politic- 
al observers called a marriage 
of convenience. 

Part of the agreement in- 
cluded foe Agriculture Minis- 
try. which the Democrats 
gave up in order to take over 
the Interior Ministry. 


Clinton 
may not 
have been 
target 
of shots 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
officials said Saturday that 
the bullets found on foe 
White House grounds after 
gunfire erupted near the 
mansion may not have been 
aimed at President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

Up to six shots, most 
likely from a semi- 
automatic handgun, were' 
fired from the nearby Ellipse, 
a grassy field across foe street 
from the rear of the White 
House, in the pre-dawn hours 
Saturday, according to law 
enforcement officials. 

Two spent 9mm bullets, 
one of which was found on 

the first-floor balcony and the 
other on a driveway, were 
later recovered. 

Secret Service spokesman 
Cari Meyer said the bullets- 
were found in good shape, 
indicating they had travelled 
some distance and not hit 
anything. 

Law enforcement officials 
said four spent 9mm bullets, 
believed to have been fired 
from the same weapon, were 
recovered in good condition, 
indicating to investigators 
that they had travelled a long 
distance. 

One round landed on the 
first-floor balcony of the 
White House, one floor be- 
low the family living quar- 
ters. and another was found 
on the South Law-n driveway, 
said Secret Service spokes- 
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Two uniformed U.S- Secret Service agents search the 
grounds behind foe White House with metal detectors for 
evidence after foots were fired at foe White House. 
Witnesses reported hearing four to sic shots fired from the 
E llip se and one tmOet was found on the grounds near the 
South Portico (AFP photo) 


man Dave Adams. 

The Washington Post, 
quoting unidentified sources, 
said another penetrated a 
window of the state dining 
room on the first floor. 

Vice President Al Gore 
said it could well be that the 
shots were not directed at 
Mr. Clinton or his family, 
who were asleep in the White 
House at the time. 

"I received a briefing that 
indicated a distinct possibility 
that it was not in anv wav 


related to the president." Mr. 
Gore told reporters in Atlan- 
ta. 

“We are exploring the 
possibility thar this was just a 
couple of stray bullets that 
came in," Mr. Meyer said 
earlier in foe day when only 
two bullets had been found. 
Washington has a reputation 
as a violent 

The incident raised anew 
serious concerns about the 
level of safety at the White 
House. 


Rao warns of purge in ruling party 


NEW DELHI IR) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao has warned of a 
purge to revitalise foe ruling 
Congress Party, reeling 
under election lasses inflicted 
by corruption charges, dissi- 
<Vneg and infighting, news 
reports said Sunday. 

"Those opportunists who 
want to use the Congress as a 
puppet to further their in- 
terests should quit the par- 
tv.” foe United News of India 
(UNI) quoted Mr. Rao as 
telling party workers Satur- 
day at Punem foe western 
state of Maharashtra. 

“The rot ha$ forgo and it 
will purify the Congress.” foe 
news agency quoted him as 
saying. 

Maharashtra is one of the 
five states scheduled to vote 
in February. The Congress 
Party lost in three of the four 
states that elected new 
assemblies this month. 

Mr. Rao, whose party lost 
crucial elections in foe south- 
ern states of Karnataka and 
his native Andhra Pradesh, 
called upon party workers to 
leant from the defeat and 
criticised senior aides for 
their negative attitude. 

Factional fighting and 
sabotage in foe Congress 
have been cited widely as a 
major reason for foe south- 
ern debacle. 

Congress deputies say Mr. 
Rao is waiting for the end of 
the current parliament ses- 
sion later this week before 
beginning a purge because 
parliamentary custom de- 
mands that reshuffles are not 
made when a session is on. 


“In Delhi, even some of 
those who sit beside us in- 
dulge in criticism out of con- 
siderations of a personal na- 
ture. ” the daily Pioneer 
Quoted Mr. Rao as saying at 
Baramati in Maharashtra. 

His statement came after 
Human Resource Develop- 
ment M mister Arjun Singh, 
widely believed to be a chal- 
lenger to Mr. Rao. and senior 
party leader Narain Dutt 
Tiwari. called for more 
populist, poor-oriented poll 
plat form s. 

The regional Tetagu Dc- 
sam Party (TDP) won in 
Andhra Pradesh by promis- 
ing subsidised rice. 

Mr. Rao, who launched a 
radical, frec-market-oriented 
economic reform programme 
in 1991. says he will not do 
anything that will threaten 
the country's finances and 
fiscal stability. 

The opposition says the 
reforms are elitist. Party dis- 
sidents echo the feelings. 

Some 22 junior ministers 
offered to quit this week to 
give Mr. Rao. who also heads 
foe party, a free hand for a 
dean-up. 

“Unless responsibility is 
fixed and heads roll, foe cre- 
dibility of the government 
and the democratic system is 
at stake," Cbandrajit Yadav 
of the Socialist Samta Party 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Rao is being embarras- 
sed by his Food Minister 
Kalp Nath Rai after an inves- 
tigation report blamed Mr. 
Rai and government agencies 
last week for mismanaging 


the nation’s sugar buffer, re- 
sulting in a rise in home and 
world prices. 

Mr. Rai swears loyalty and 
has offered to cuil but simul- 
taneously savs he is innocent 
and wifi defend himself. 

Two other aides. Health 
Minister B. Shankaranand 
and Junior Rural Develop- 
ment Minister Rameshwar 
Thakur. received critical re 
marks from a parliamentary 
committee that probed a 
SI. 2-billion securities scandal 
that surfaced in 1992. 

The opposition has been 
baying for their heads, and 
that of Mr. Rai. 

Civil Supplies Minister 
A.K. Antony resigned last 
week after a parliamentary 
statement identified him as 
having erred in the manage- 
ment of sugar prices. 

Hts resignation has not 
been accepted officially, but 
Mr. Rao has been hinting 
that others follow suit. 

Mr. Rao has often been 
accused of soft-pedalling 
political issues within the par- 
ty and outside, even as he 
unleashed radical economic 
changes. 

“I have told him many 
times: “You must do things 
which are seen to be good,” a 
pany lawmaker, who de- 
clined to be named , told Reu- 
ters. “He has always been 
indecisive.” 

February’s election will 
mean another arid test for 
Mr. Rao. The next general 
election, scheduled for early 
1996, would only be a year 
away from then. 


Clinton ends bad year but worst may be ahead 


WASHINGTON (R) — At 
the halfway mark of his 
turbulent first term as Amer- 
ica's president. Bill Clinton is 
on the political critical . list 
because of official bungling, 
slumping polls and the Re- 
publican takeover of Con- 
gress. 

But many analysts agree 
with democratic representa- 
tive Pat Schroeder's brutally 
frank assessment of Mr. Clin- 
ton’s prospects. **I don't 
think I would declare him 
dead meat yet.” she said in a 
recent interview on the cable 
channel CNBC. 

Indeed. Mr. Clinton has 
already launched an effort to 
bounce back from the terrible 
year he had in 1994 with his 
call for $60 billion in tax relief 
for the country's vast middle 
class. 

He has also announced a 
S25 billion increase in Penta- 
gon spending and banned 
funding for fertility research 
on embryos created for re- 
search purposes to head off 
conservative criticism. 

These initiatives came near 
rhe dose of a year from hell 
that saw Mr. Clinton chalk up 
only two significant legisla- 
tive accomplishments — ■ pas- 
sage of a crime bill and a 
measure to implement the 
new GATT world trade 
agreement. 

They hardly sufficed to 
hide his embarrassments, 
which included the collapse 


of his top priority push for 
health care reform and the 
Republican rampage in the 
Nov. 8 elections. 

In what amounted to a vote 
of no confidence in Democrat 
Clinton, who campaigned 
strenuously for a different 
outcome. Americans gave 
Republicans control of both 
the Senate and the House of 
Representatives for the first 
time in 40 years. 

They also put most gov- 
ernors’ offices in Republican 
hands, a potentially lethal 
blow to Mr. Clinton’s re- 
election chances because it 
will deny him a lot of ready- 
made political organisation 
for his expected bid for a 
second term. 

So what went so badly 
wrong with a presidency that 
began with such bright prom- 
ise in 1993? And what are 
Mr. Clinton's prospects for 
recovery? 

“He forgot the nature of 
the '92 election. The first 
thing he forgot was that he 
won only 43 per cent of the 
vote and behaved as if he'd 
won 53 per cent or 63 per 
cent." said David Rohde, a 
political expert 

Mr. Clinton "put forward a 
very large agenda, a verv 
ambitious agenda and an 
agenda which was not re- 
sponsive to the people who 
did not vote for him." Mr. 
Rodhe said. 

The president's domestic 


political miscalculations were 
compounded by a string of 
foreign policy' setbacks in 
Bosnia that marred successes 
in Haiti. North Korea and 
Latin America. 

He was also damaged by 
cascading developments in 
the probe of business deal- 
ings in his Arkansas past, 
known as Whitewater, and a 
sexual hurrassmem lawsuit 
brought by a Little Rock 
woman named Paula Jones. 

As 1993 drew to a close . 
Mr. Clinton's job approval 
rating was lower than that of 
any other recent president at 
an equivalent point except 
Ronald Reagan, whose poll 
numbers sank even lower 
during the 1982 recession. 

In a bid to win back the 
support of working Amer- 
icans who deserted the 
Democrats in the mid-icrm 
elections. Mr. Clinton will 
make passage of a "middle 
class bill of rights” his main 
focus in 1995. 

The centrepiece is a set of 
tax cuts tailored to help the 
broad middle class with child- 
care. home-buving. college 
tuition, elder-care and medic- 
al expenses. 

“I challenge the new Con- 
gress XO work with me to 
enact a middle class bill of 
rights without adding to the 
deficit and without anv new 
cuts in social security or Med- 
icare." Mr. Clinton said. 

“I don’t know how thar 
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works for Bill Clinton." said 
Cal Mackenzie, a Colby Col- 
lege political analyst. ‘"He's 
going to end up in a position 
of either having to sign a bill 
that has ’Republican’ 
stamped all over it. or 
vetoing a bill because it's too 
expensive and he has to do 
the responsible thing.” 

Political analysts of all 
stripes said that while Mr. 
Clinton was in difficult 
straits, it was too early to 
write him off. 

James MacGregor Burns, a 
noted historian and biog- 
rapher of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, said the 
occupant of the Oval Office 
"alw ays has a lot of resources 
to fall back on.” 

"The president has his abil- 
ity to use the bully pulpit he 
has appointments he can 
make and he has the veto." 
he said. 

If history repeats itself, the 
19% presidential election will 
be a dif (hanger — that's what 
happened after lopsided mid- 
term elections shocked and 
dismayed the party m control 
of the White House in I'Un. 
1%8. I9«i and i«>?4. 

And Mr. Rums sees a 
stand-off between Clinton 
and the new Republican 
majority m Congress in (he 
meantime. 

“Nobody is giving to con- 
trol the agenda. We’re going 
to have a lot more deadlock, 
a lot more gridlock," he said 


instead of having 
; »rv interview with Paul New- 
man. I would with 

him.” she told the Sueddctitv- 
ohe Zeitwng d.ulv. "*« » 

would ask Bill Chnion ques- 
tions while we fog Svlvester 
Stallone is verv interested in 
art. so 1 could blow sc 
through an art gallcrv with 
him.”' Schiffer. whose mod- 
elling carcei began at U. sawl 
.she was more interested »n 
the men behind the faces 
than m (heir work "I'm rto 
political expert.” she vno 
when asked what suit ol 
questions she would ask the 

American president. "I aught 

talk to him (Clinton J, lor 
example, about the health 
insurance >x stem 1 would ask 
Sylvester Stallone what his 
(.ivituiifc moues are 1 might 
,isk Paul New nun to reveal 
his recipe to l in mail viewer* 
who don’t know hit b.ifbccttc 
sauce. The super model, saul 
to earn thousands ol dollars 4 
day and who speaks fluent 
French and 1-nglish in addi- 
tion to her native lies man. 
said the secret of her success 
was not her stunning good 
looks. "Beauty alone won t 
lake you to the top of modell- 
ing. just as little as it can take 
vou to the top ol the list of 
Hollywood stats.” she said. 
'Professionalism . discipline 
and a lot of energv are also 
needed.” 


Italy’s top 
graft-buster 
ties the knot 

CURNO. Italy (Rl -- Anto- 
mo Di Pietro, the magistrate 
turned folk hero for his prob- 
es that helped topple Italy's 
old ruling class, has got mar- 
ried. Italian newspapers said 
Saturday. Di Pietro. 44. who 
; resigned on Dee. b following 
tensions between hi* "cleft* - 
hands" team of magistrates 
anil the government of Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
married Susanna Mazzotcm 
in a private ceremony, the 
paper Mid. The magistrate 
and Ms. Miuzoteni. 41. a ' 
lawyer, were married at their i, 
villa in the town of Curno. ” 
outside Milan. The two have 
been together for ten years ’ 
and have two’ children Anna, ; 
S, and Antonio. 3, 

Dwarfs refuse 
to kiss Snow 
White 

LONDON (R) — Two bash- 
ful dwarfs in a traditional 
British Christmas show have 
refused to kiss Snow White, 
forcing the director to rewrite 
the script. Two six-year-old . 
boys playing dwarfs in a pro- • 
ducrion of Snow White .it a 
theatre in South Shields, in 
northeast England, refused 
point blank to kiss the 20- 
year-old star. Victoria Arbi- 
ter. "I didn't realise the pro- ’ 
poet of giving niv a peek 
would horrify them so 
much.” she told reporters. 
"When they were told to kiss „ 
me. their little faces emm- ; 
pled and fhey burst into 
tears." Producer John Black- 1 
nun said: "The dwarfs s.iv 
thev are lads and kids don't Vr 
kiss lasses." Productions ot ' 
Snow White, a traditional * 
favourite in the British panto- k 
numc (Chtistnius Fntertam 
metitl season have been hit 
this year by a shortage oi ” 
-iduli dwarfs. * 

300 passengers i 
have to miss out 
on QE2 cruise ; 

LONDON IR) -- Three him-' 
dred passe ii geis will nnw out 
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British linei OV.2 Iwvauvc 
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TOfai^c^ fa ^ E to^ S rf " way ‘ ^ boom <* “rtUIery resounded 

vofante^s ta me town of ftaromayskaya round the Chechen capital of Gram? Sunday, 
(some 20 kAnraetres wntb of Grozny) stand on one hour after the expiry oftbe 

advance by deadline for die rebd regime to lay down its 
Rmrian troops positioned just one kilometre arms (AFP photo) ? 


Strike cripples Karachi ;6 killed 


KARACHI (AFP) — Six 
people died and 15 were 
wounded as state troops and 
other gunmen opened fire 
Sunday during a strike here 
by a militant sectarian party 
that crippled Pakistan's trou- 
bled commercial capital, wit- 
nesses said. 

The paramilitary troops 
opened fire in a predomi- 
nantly Shiite residential area, 
leaving three dead and at 
least five injured, witnesses 
■and hospital sources said. It 
was not immediately dear 
why the Rangers fired. 

Three others were killed 


and at least 10 people were 
injured when gunmen fired 
from moving cars to force 
people off the roads, witnes- 
ses said. 

The strike was called by 
the Snnni Muslim group 
Sipah-E-Sahaba Pakistan 
(SSP) to protest die failure by 
police to arrest the killers of 
eight people, inducting the 
dty chief of SSP, in a mosque 
attack on Dec. 7. 

All major markets and 
bazaars remained dosed and 
traffic on the streets was neg- 
ligible. 

A second strike was called 


by Transporters Associations 
to protest the burning of 
more than three dozen vehi- 
cles during a wave of violence 
here over the past few days. 

A few state-owned buses 
on the streets, but most 
offices reported low attend- 
ance. Sunday is a working 
day in Karachi. 

The Karachi Stock Ex- 
change dosed early as there 
was no trading on the floor, 
brokers said. 

Port activity was also 
affected. Less man five per 
■ cent of the port and customs 
staff were present 


Berlusconi’s political life on the line 


Htical life was on the line 
iday as he prepared to 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi's 

poK 

Sun 

face three noconfidence mo 
tioiis .planned by die opposi- 
tion and a major coalition 
ally later in the week. 

Political commentators 
were pessimistic about Mr. 
Berlusconi's future, saying 
foe numbers were stacked 
against him, but worried ab- 
out what could replace his 
government if be lost. 


debate on Mr. Berlusconi’s 
coalition is held. 

For good measure, the 
Marxist Communist refound- 
ation party has announced a 
no-confidence vote in the 
Senate (upper house). 

The motions are the 
crowning of the league’s bid 
to topple billionaire Berlus- 
coni, who swept to power at 
the ..bead of a conservative 
“freedom .Alliance” in gener- 
al elections last March. 

They follow months of 


The -main- threat to MWt¥‘S umc,,t between the 
Berlusconi , .comes.- from rite .> League and the two other 
federalist Northern Leagued main coalition members, Mr. 
government party, which wffl ,,,: Berlusconi's Fdraa* Italia (Go 
present its motion together Italy) and the hard right 


with the centrist opposition 
Popular Party. 

Tb« League has some 105 
of the coalition’s 366 seats in 
the 630-member Chamber of 
Deputies (lower house). 

It can also aount on most of 
tiie opposition, inducting the 
Democratic Party of the left 
(PDS), which, in coordina- 
tion with the League will 
present its own motion. 

“We’ve done it. The little 
dictator will fell on Thurs- 
day,” La Rcpubbhca news- 
paper quoted League leader 
Umberto Bossi as saying af- 
ter he dedded to present the 
motion. 

“A man with no confi- 
dence,” was the headline in 
La Voce newspaper over a 
picture of Berlusconi, his 
head inclined and face hidden 
by two clenched fists. 

The most likely day for the 
vote is Thursday, after the 
1995 budget is passed and a 


national alliance. 

Mr. Berlusconi's credibility 
has been farther undermined 
by an ongoing row with Milan 
magistrates who are investi- 
gating him over allegations of 
corruptipn be denies. 

Mr. Berlusconi has 
branded the moves to oust 
him as a swindle. He says 
there must be new elections if 
he is felled. 

His most loyal ally. Nation- 
al Alliance leader Gianfranco 
Fini, was far from optimistic 
about the outcome of the 
vote. 

“Overcoming those chal- 
lenges will be difficult,” he 
told Corriere Della Sera 
newspaper. “But it will be 
equally hard to set up a new 
majority in parliament and 
these who are preparing the 
motions are cranking up the 
machinery for new elec- 
tions.” 

A Corriere editorial said 


an alternative government 
backed by the League and 
the opposition would have no 
choice but to pass swift 
changes to the electoral sys- 
tem and call new polls. 

“You cannot have a situ- 
tion in which the losers (of 
the elections) take the win- 
ners' place in government,” it 
said. 

On Paper, the league has 
the numbers to topple Mr. 
Berlusconi. 

But the party is dearly 
divided over how to vote and. 
whetiier 

caN for a/ “constituent gOffa. 
eminent bilked by the 
and centre. 

Another question hangs 
over the exact tuning of the 
vote and bow many motions 
deputies' will end up pro- 
nouncing on. 

Parliament must -pass the 
*1995 budget before the votes 
can take place. The budget 
was due to dear the Senate 
Saturday night and return 
Monday to the Chamber for 
approval by Wednesday. 

But the Senate’s approval 
has been delayed and is now 
expected at midday (1100 
GMT) Monday. That means 
the budget could get to the 
Chamber one day late. 

Mr. Berlusconi had called 
an effective vote of confident 
on his coalition after a debate 
which will begin Wednesday 
and may continue the next 
day. But it was unclear if that 
would still be held now that 
so many no-confidence mo- 
tions are in the pipeline. 


Bulgarians place hopes in new poll 


N. Korea promises U.S. details on helicopter 


•SOFIA (R) — Bulgarians 
voted Sunday for their third 
parliament since the collapse 
of the Communist regime, 
^hoping it would stop infight- 
•'* ing and concentrate on rais- 
ing living standards. 

Almost 50 political parties, 
led by big former Communist 
and anti-Communist blocs, 
are competing for the votes 
.of an electorate . dfaBusioaed 
by a democracy riven with 
political squabbles and orga- 
nised crime. 

A few hours after polling 
booths opened, the Central 
Electoral Commission issued 
a warning to voters not to use 
fake or old ballot papers after 
it was discovered that party 
activists had been handing 
them out. 

“One should not vote with 
unofficial ballot papers, in- 
cluding those from previous 
elections or home-made bal- 
lot papers,” Commission 
spokeswoman Ralitsa Negen- 
stova said in a statement 
broadcast on state radio. 

Tbe radio said earlier 
irregular ballot papers had 
emerged “in many places” 
but Ms. Negenstova said that 
there were no major infringe- 
ments of the law. The com- 
mission was not immediately 
available for further com- 
ment. 

Despite disappointment at 
-**a sharp drop in living stan- 
'dards over the past year, 
voting was brisk and there 
was some optimism as polls 
opened on a chilly but bright 
winter morning. 


“This time I dropped my 
ballot in the box full of hope, 
much more than in 1991 be- 
cause this time things have 
reached the edge when we 
win either disappear or sur- 
vive,” said Elena Dodova, 
35, voting in Lozenets, a 
smart district of Sofia. 

But Interim Prime Minister 
Reneta Indzhova was cynical, 
about the election, which is 
being held a year early due to 
a parliamentary deadlock be- 
tween the main political 
forces. 

“I see a tremendous gap 
between tbe interest of the 
people and that which politi- 
cians are doing for them," 
she said as she voted in a 
suburb of the capital. 

Donka Shishkova, head- 
mistress of Sofia’s School 49, 
told Philip Dimitrov" leader 
of tbe anti-Communist Union 
of Democratic Forces 
(UDF), that she hoped the 
school would get more atten- 
tion if he became prime 
minister. 

Asked for his expectations 
for the poll, Mr. Dimitrov 
said the only sensible result 
would be a UDF victory. 
“Anything else would be very 
and very bad for Bulgaria and 
I think we have do grounds to 
expect such a thing," he told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Dimitrov disputes 
opinion polls which indicate 
that the Socialists could end 
up again as tbe biggest party 
in parliament, benentting 
from disappointment with 


democracy like their counter- 
parts in Hungary and Poland. 

But his opponent. Zhan 
Videnov, who beads the 
Bulgarian Socialist Party of 
former Communists, was 
confident. “We expect from 
elections a victory of the left 
forces and heavy losses for 
those whose ideas of transi- 
tion failed,” he said,. 

The polls give the BSP up 
to 35 per cent support, with 
the. UDF trailing 10 points 
behind. Tbe mainly ethnic 
Turkish Movement for 
Rights and Freedoms, which 
held the balance of power in 
the previous parliament, has 
a six per cent showing. 

Several smaller parties are 
hovering around the four per 
‘cent limit for entry into par- 
liament and their success or 
failure could be. the crucial 
factor in determining which 
of the big blocs comes to 
power. 

If they do not make it when 
official results start to trickle 
out in the early hours of 
Monday, the -next parliament 
could facethesame problems 
as its predecessor which col- 
after both big blocs 
fell out with. tiie. 

President Zhelyu Zhelev 
appealed to Bulgarians not to 
lose hope with democracy be- 
cause of its record so far, but 
added a veiled appeal for a 
more diverse^ parliament by 
' appealing 'to : people to feel 
thefr vote , wooki be wasted if 
it was not for ‘one or other’ 

.P®ity- - '• ' 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
-Sunday promises the U.S.- 
led United Nations command 
it would provide details on 
the two American pilots 
whose helicopter was forced 
down in the Communist 
state, the command saicL 

The promise, given in a 
meeting between representa- 
tives of the command and the 
North Korean army at tbe 
Korean border village of Pan- 
munjom, coincided with U.S. 
Congressman Bill Richard- 
son’s meeting with top Com- 
munist officials in Pyon- 
gyang. 

“The (North) Korean Peo- 
ple’s Army representatives to 
ranmunjom said information 
concerning tbe incident, in- 
cluding foe condition and 
location of foe two pilots, will 
be made available once tbe 
KPA has completed its inves- 
tigation into foe incident,” a 
command statement said. 

A U.S. military spokesman 
said another meeting has 
been scheduled for Monday. 

“A meeting has been sche- 
duled for tomorrow but right 
now no time is known,” he 
said. 

The United States has been 
pressuring North Korea for 
details on foe OH-58 helicop- 
ter and tbe pilots since short- 
ly after it went down three to 
four miles (four to seven 
kilometres) north of the de- 
militarised zone (DMZ) in 
the eastern sector of the Ko- 
rean border Saturday morn- 
ing. 

U.S. officials said it was 


u n c l ear whether the unarmed 
craft, which they say strayed 
over foe border on a routine 
training mission, made an ' 
emergency landing or was 
shot down. , 

North Korea Sunday repe- , 
ated a statement that it snot 
down a U.S- helicopter in- 
truding Into its territory and 
that foe pUots were being 
questioned about foe intru- 
sion. 

Democratic Representa- 
tive Richardson, who arrived 
in Pyongyang shortly after 
-foe incident on a previously 
scheduled trip, had talks with 


Foreign Minister Kim Ydfig- 
Nam and other senior fi- 
gures, foe North’s Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA) reported. ' 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Richardson, who is a person- 
al friend of President Bill 
Clinton, said in Washington 
earlier that tbe Congressman 
sought “immediate access” to 
foe two pilots and stressed 
that failure to return them 
“would have a serious impact 
on U.S.-North Korean rela- 
tions.” 

Stu Nagurka, Mr. Richard- 
son’s spokesman^ said foe 
issue was “at the top of his 
agenda.” 

KCNA said Mr. Richard- 
son also met Yang Hyong- 
Sop, chairman of the Sup- 
reme People’s Assembly and 
Hwang Jang-Yop, chairman 
of foe assembly’s Foreign 
Affairs Commission. It gave 
no details of their talks. 


The United States has ex- 
pressed “very serious con- 
cerns" to North Korea about 
the fate of foe two pilots, 
identified by the Pentagon as 
Army Chief Warrant Officers 
David HUemon of Clarksvil- 
le, Tennessee, and Bobby 
Hall of Brooksville, Florida. 

In Washington, White 
House Chief of Staff Leon 
Panerta said Saturday that 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher had contacted 
foe North Korean mission to 
foe United Nations in New 
York to express concern for 
the safety of foe pilots. 
-._^We ha ve indica ted very _ 
serious concerns to foeNorfo 
Koreans about the welfare of 
these pilots. We want them 
returned,” Mr. Panetta said 
in a television interview. 

The United States has 
asked North Korea for a 
meeting at Panmunjom to 
discuss foe return of foe 
pilots. 

Frosty relations between 
the United States and North 
Korea, had recently warmed 
following Pyongyang’s agree- 
ment to abandon its current 
nuclear reactors with less- 
threatening power sources. 

Earlier this year the United 
States and North Korea were 
on the brink of confrontation 
over Pyongyang’s suspected 
nuclear weapons programme 
and its refusal to let U.N. 
experts inspect its midear 
sites. 

Tbe signing in October of 
foe agreement for North 
Korea to freeze its graphite- 


mod crate reactors helped 
alleviate tension. 

The United States, which 
promised to deliver safer nuc- 
lear reactors costing $4 bil- 
lion, has been holding talks- 
with foe North over setting 
up liaison offices in each 
other’s capitals as a first step 
toward normalising relations. 

Tbe straying into North 
Korea of the u.S. helicopter 
was foe latest in a string of 
incidents underscoring foe 
tensions on the Korean 
peninsula. 

North and South Korea 
have lived in uneas y truce 
^across fot^demditarised zone” 
(DMZ), a four-kilometre 
wide strip of no man’s land 
that divides the two Koreas 
since the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

Frequent clashes along the 
border have taken more than 
50 American and 1,000 South 
Korean lives since the 1953 
armistice halted the war. 

North Korea shot down a 
U.S. CH-47 helicopter in Inly 
1977, killing three people ana 
injuring one on board. The 
bodies and the surviving 
crewmen were returned three 
days later. 

. Also in 1969 two North 
Korean MiGs shot down a 
USN Ex-121 reconnaissance 
aircraft off the Northern east 
coast, killing 31 Americans. 

The worst year was 1968, 
which witnessed a total of 162 
'U.S. and South Korean milit- 
axy officers killed and 294 
injured in 181 seperate inci- 
dents. 


„ On Jan. 21, 1968, 29 North 
Koreans were killed and one 
captured when they intruded 
into Seoul m an attempt to 
as s as s i nate former President 
Park Chung-Hee. 

Two days later, a U.S. 
navy vessel, the Pueblo, with. 
84 seamen aboard was seized 
by North Korea in interna- - 
tional waters off foe peninsu- 
la’s east coast. Nearly 11 . 
months later, 82 crew mem- 
bers were released. 

On Aug. 18, 1976 North 
Korean soldiers axed to 
death two U .S. military offi ce— 
_eis_pruning- 'urTTjvergrown . 
tree in foe truce village of’ 
Panmunjom. 

The Stalinist state keeps 
about one million men under 
arms, some 60 per cent of 
them deployed near foe bor- 
der with foe South, foe Un- 
ited States has 37,000 troops 
..in South Korea. 

“Apart from these attacks, • 
shootings along foe border I 
are quite frequent," said a 
U.S. military spokesman. 

The latest serious shooting 
incident occurred in May 
1992 when three North Ko- 
rean troops were killed and- 
two South Korean soldiers 
were injured after a group of ' 
North Koreans entered the' 
southern part of foe DMZ. 

In Panmunjom in late' 
1984, foe defection of a for- ’ 
mer Soviet Union tour guide 
triggered a gun battle in 
which three Northern sol- 
diers and one from foe South 
died. 


EU to allow foreigners to vote in local elections 


BRUSSELS (R) — Not with- 
out a struggle, the European 
Union is about to allow its 
citizens to vote or run in local 
elections no matter where 
they live. 

A new law expected to be 
adopted by EU foreign minis- 
ters Monday could lead to a 
French mayor being elected 
in Denmark or to Greeks 
voting for a municipal coun- 
cillor in Britain. 

Under the proposal, EU 
citizens living in any of foe 
Union's member states would 
be 'allowed to vote for local 
poj 
ant 
too. 

It ifr' foe fight 

granted to EU citizens to 
vote locally for members of 



the European Parliament, 
the Eli’s only directly elected 
body. 

But while granting the 
right to vote for a Euro-MP 
was relatively easy for mem- 
bers states, national govern- 
ments have been less ena- 
moured with foe plan, embo- 
died in tbe Maastricht Trea- 
ty, to open local voter rolls to 
outsiders. 

France, Luxembourg and 
Belgium have succeeded in 
getting exemptions attached 
to foe law, each designed to 
avoid giving too much power 
to expatriate EU ritolenb^ ;i 
; In Luxembourg, where: 
more than 20-per.ceat. of the 
population comes from else- 
where — mainly Portugal and 
Italy — outsiders will have to 


be iflsjdents for six years be- 
fore getting the vote. 

Expatriates will also not be 
allowed to create candidate 
lists under Luxembourg's 
proportional representation 
system. 

In France, non-French EU 
voters will not be allowed to 
vote for mayor on the 
grounds that French mayors 
have certain law enforcement 
powers. 

Nor, -if elected to a relevant 
local post, will they be 
allowed to help choose 
French senators, a task cur- 
rerasfrr carriedioni;;byr*somer: 
-..lfical officials.. !#.-.• .imwai..; . 

. In Belgium, ,meaijwhile > 
"foer® are fears that ' letting 
foreigners vote for local offi- 
cials could shake the fragile 


French-Dutch language ba- 
lance that is foe basis of foe 
country’s political system. 

Thousands of non-Belgian 
EU nationals, living in foe 
area because of EU institu- 
tions, reside in Dutch- 
speaking communes, or dis- 
tricts, surrounding Brussels. 

Nearly all of them speak 
French. Very few speak 
Dutch. 

If they were to be given foe 
vote, officials in foe com- 
munes fear, they would b?- 
likely to vote for Frewi- 
speaJdng officials, foreaten- 
. ing tbe hold oL t foe. Dutch- 
speakers, on.-fopir traditional 
communes,. ..jiinu 

The result is an exemption 
saying that in any commune 
where the non-Belgian 


population is greater than 20 ' 
per cent, foreigners will have 
had to be resident for six ‘ 
years before being entitled to : 
vote. 

Some European Commis- 
sion officials have hinted they . 
may challenge foe exemp- . 
lions before the European 
Court of Justice. 

Meanwhile, European Un- . 
ion fisheries ministers will 
meet Monday to try to re- • 
soh'c a dispute over fishing • 
-ghfr 

EU leaders meeting in 
Essen, Germany, earlier this 
mojith .ordered fisheries 
ministers to sort out the row • 
•a — over access, for Spanish 
and Portuguese fishermen to ■ 
foe Union's Western waters 
— by foe end of foe year. 


Apathy 
grips 
mayoral 
poll in 
Slovania 


LJUBLJANA (AFP) — Vo- 
ter apathy stamped itself on 
the second round of 
Slovenia’s mayoral elections 
Sunday, as just 18.6 per cent 
of foe registered 1.5 million 
voters bothered to cast their 
ballots Sunday morning in a 
poll likely to give a thumbs- 
down to Premier Janez 
Dnwvsek: 

Tbe turnout at 11:00 a.m. 
(1000 GMT) was four per 
cent down on turnout at the 
same stage in the first round 
on Dec. 4, foe Electoral 
Commission said. 

Commission officials said 
many Slovenians had taken 
advantage of a perfect win- 
ter’s day to go skiing m the 
Kranjska Gora or Planica 
Mountains north of Ljubl- 
jana. 

In foe first municipal elec- 
tions since Slovenia gained 
independence in 1991, turn- 
out at the end of foe first 
round was 60 per cent, leav- 
ing Mr. Dmovsek’s ruling 
coalition looking for an im- 
provement Sunday. 

In foe opening round, Mr. 
Dmovsek’s centre-left Liber- 
al Democratic Party slumped 
to 17.2 per cent, down from 
23.5 per cent in foe 1992 
general election. 

The party’s unease is 
shared by foe other leftist 
party in foe three-party coali- 
tion, the former communist 
United List, which was fight- 
ing to ‘maintain its 13.5 per 
cent share of foe vote. 

The conservative Christian 
Democrats, also in foe coali- 
tion, were meanwhile looked 
forward to consolidating their 
increased 18 per cent share of J 
tiie vote, up from 14.5 per 
cent in foe general election. 

Overall, foe first round 
gains went to the right-wing 
parties. Tbe opposition So- 
cial Democratic Party was the 
biggest winner from foe first 
round, gaining 14 per cent 
■agai n st its 3.5 per cent show- J 
ing in 1992. 

Tbe agrarian Popular Party 
also increased its share, from 
8.7 per cent to 12 per cent. 



At Alahlia-Abela Superstore 
It's Gourmet in Every Comer 


The Sea Food comer presents: 
Lobster - Smoked & Fresh Salmon 
Mussels & Oysters 
Direct from France. 

The Deli comer presents: 

Foie Gras - Terrines 
Stuffed Turkey (Oriental or 
American Stuffing). 
Fromages de France-Charcuterie 
Our Patisserie presents: 

Galette des Rois - Buche de Noel - 
Marrons Glacis - Dried Fruit Basquets 
& an assortment of delicious 
chocolates. 

Season's Greetings from 
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n identity game 

7773 .Dr iis controversial issues being wide- 
Abated 3s the country is whether trader 
r_-?£ TCrfessEOiial associations are departing 
■?rt® ii32 purposes and objectives for which 
:>.®y Swwe been established, concentrating 
j^asSeed on playing a game, not theirs, which 
Is politics. There is nothing in our constitu- 
tes s=p? laws that deprives citizens, indud* 
Vg safoos Sind professionals, of discussing 
? -Sties or taking political stands and partici- 
pating futiy in the democratic process. On 
s-ae other hand, the exploitation of labour 
isaioas, professional associations, dubs and 
charities, by using them as platforms for 
-'fosddag political attacks on tiie country’s 
y&SSdes could be frowned at here as indeed in 
cc^r? tries. It can be weD argued that 
■;V:rr E5l^s and the like are formed and 
:k?p»cu simply to conduct the basic business 
r.-i r .;dr a^e^bers for the purpose of protect- 
iasg -ihefc* Crests and improving their work 
30>5ii!iE3S. 3t is a common experience in 
democracies that trade and profes- 
:. s xia& associations pronounce themselves on 
•vssassfw matters such as the fiscal or tax 
r-r-’c'e? 07 other social or economic pursuits. 
iSssLan rights is also a subject that comes 
*7:tsi2S the natural scope of associations’ 

; .farlsdsctiCfES. So, no one would want to 
tflxiae orr professionals from speaking out 
:•?. sock Issue s as employment, health, pover- 
? ^nyiromnent, the fact; remains that 

: :le s r o^g&fsatioiis bav« jor the most part 
T3;5: silent on them preferring to tackle the 
sttij with Israel and opposing “normalisa- 
’ '■■■r r^iv'i &s enemy.” What, for instance, 
r-r& ice Jordan Medical Association done 
2 !£jai the increasing number of diet-related 
r^T esses in Jordan and how has it 
r reports about mothers’ milk 

; :-.ri _:~ m fcrote of S?OT? Why has that 

• s rs . rr ■ --Ti remained oblivious to dangers of 
: r±z ; sH:?i&doa to agricultural products and 
' c^r 3 d p j&faifiTs? Equally pertinent questions 

:■?- to our engineers, lawyers and 

j :• -.rrs. ^reod and butter issues are, by all 

• 7'j: r-Jeri’s, aaore important to Jordanians 

'rr" ■ crisis In Bosnia and the status of 

'W-V’jsi reSstions, important as these 

. -H'TS ‘a”?. 

'*=■ : £-?? '.'hat permitted the establishment 
•;? v.*::'? nr-d professional associations are 
m .:- '• ic rationale behind their existence 
-- -?.>!*. 'foftfog is certainly not one of them. 

mean that they cannot and 
express their opinions on any 
- .. f. . 5t is just that we would like 

.7.' ■ Tp.i ehsar priorities right. 


>S COMMENTARIES 


. . v 7;7 ' 17 . \ - .-J CasJoor decried the outcome of the 
•7 • .rl:--- •• s-Mrrr.ii. saving that the conference, which was 
-?-.c differences among Arab states, has in fact 

• '' - J opening these differences and divisions. It 

• '..«?•? .7 L-r. the leaders of the Islamic Nation would 

towards solving Islamic issues like the 
; and Bosnia and end the embargo on 

. :m nothing of this has been achieved, said Mazen 
The writer said the Islamic masses are dismayed 
J tilruppoir.icd to see these results and to see their 
co..-: tries’ £iv»ced more than ever before. The conference 
o ' ; :.-v:ce by voicing its support, by words alone, to 
,’t. i.-.'-ric..’! people out failed to come up with a formula to 
• ‘. J sobering of their children and die aggression 

. - .• l : f jccc-d the writer. The writer said that the fact 
: : isir.T.ic conference have proved to be impotent, 
' - = ‘.vu; ’.heir meetings, to deal with the issues of most 
: .i- • :”n •<: i r.e Muslim people reflect the backwardness of 
: and the obsolete manner in which they try to 

•: q:;t:-.::or.s ov concern to the Islamic World. 

F.-dGA?. DLESS OF the resolutions and the final statement 
\is\i 2 c by the Casablanca summit, towards which Jordan 
expressed re'scrvarions, Jordanians and Palestinians are 
determined to remain united in word and deed, said A1 Ra’i 
dul y S-j-cay. The paper said that Jordan will remain true 
.mitmer.t. the Hashemites will honour their 
.rus;jea.::-: ci the holy shrines and the Palestinians will 
.o support the King’s endeavours to regain Arab 
“"■•'.is Palestine, said the paper. We were not angered 
\*r the r.r.z'. statement of the conference, but we were 
;• :.!cd L- -ce Isiacr.ic Nations in disarray and overlooking 
:..c -oK". :c*le played by the Hashemites in safeguarding 
A: ’.:o\y aces' ever the past decades, said the daily. We 
v, .-v n-ihed wccu.se the Islamic nations gathered at 
C.-^bicnca realise too well that the Muslims have common 
cc^riring against the Islamic rights but still do 
r. .?:.rc to oJaset this conspiracy and display the minimum 
. • of solidarity, said the paper. It said that Jordan and 
l.ie Hashemites need no certificate of testimony by any 
p..r.y for their historic role in safeguarding the holy shrines 
7 . bi-ha!! of the Islamic Nation. 
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Israeli Supreme Court’s activism 


ISRAEL’S MILITARY machine and state of the art 
technology have always been the envy of its Arab 
neighbours. After all, we on the Arab side have attributed 
to our repeated defeat at Israel's hands to its military 
prowess and political clout in Western countries. With the 
military option now defunct, in the wake of the ratification 
or impending conclusion of peace treaties between Israel 
and the principal Arab parties, the Arab eyes may turn to 
other Israeli feats from which we can draw the necessary 
conclusions if not duplicate them altogether. 

I cannot think of a more fitting example than the 
judiciary and its course in Israel to learn from and emulate 
where possible. My recent participation in an international 
conference at the Hebrew University, entitled “The Nature 
and Legitimacy of Judicial Review," gave me a rare 
opportunity to have a timely glimpse at the making of the 
Israeli judiciary, its challenges ana troubled waters ahead. 
The conference, attended by U.S. Supreme Court Judge 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Canadian Supreme Court judges 
Gerard La Forest, Peter Cory and Frank Iacobucd and 
many other judges, like Quebec Court of Appeals Judge 
Micbel Proulx, Chief Justice of the Alberta Court of 
Appeals Catherine Fraser, Judge Rosalie Abella of the 
Ontario Court of Appeals and many other legal scholars 
and deans of prominent law schools, was matched by an 
army of Israeli judges and scfaolais headed by the chief 
justice of the Israeli Supreme Court, Aharon Barak, and 
his oolleague. Supreme Court Justice Itzhak Zamir. Israeli 
Minister of Justice Professor David Libai and Minister of 
Economy and Planning Professor Shimon Sbetreet were 
also there to leave them imprints on the deliberations of the 
conference. 

The meeting could not have occurred at more opportune 
time since it coincided with the passing of an Israeli 
juridical storm that centred on no other thair Chief Justice 
Barak himself. The immediate pretext of the national and 
juridical controversy was the recent ruling by the Barak 
court that qualified a homosexual couple as a married couple 


in the eyes of the Israeli legislators and therefore eligible 
to the privileges and rights of heterosexually married 
peoples. The religious community and their supporters 
expectedly went up in arms against ihk “too liberal" 
construction of the relevant Israeli law ami accused the 
Israeli Supreme Court under the leadership of Justice 
Barak of attempting to rewrite Israeli laws and, by so 
doing, trespass the prerogatives of the legislative branch, 
the Knesset. Even a more serious chaige was the claim that 
such far-reac hing judicial decisions stand to undermine the 
Jewishness of the Israeli "democracy. Justice Barak and his 
colleagues at the court ktuck to their guns and defended 
their right to engage in “progressive interpretation" of the 
basic laws of the country. Ministers Libai and Sfaetreet 
came to the rescue of the “rebellious” judiciary by 
asserting that the independence and integrity of the judicial 
branch must be preserved at all costs and that progressive 
interpretation of the organic laws of the country is a 
necessary function of modern statehood. 

For us, the immediate issue is not whether homosexual 
couples should be treated as and accorded the benefits 
associated with legally married heterosexuals. The prime 
concern for us is the quality, integrity and independence of 
the court system and its ability to engage in evolutionary 
construction of our Constitution and other basic laws. 
When told about our own judicial storm that was touched 
off by a series of resignations from the Judicial Council and 
the highest courts of the land, the Court of Cassation and 
Supreme Court Justice, Justice Barak showed interest in 
our judicial experience and we both wondered if both sides 
can learn from each other in advancing the cause of the 
judicial review as a necessary means to set the dynamics of 
true modernisation into motion. I also asked during my 
interventions whether as jurists we can draw a parallel 
between the call for the preservation of “Jewish democra- 
cy” as distinguished from pluralistic democracy and the 
demand of the Islamic forces in the Arab and Muslim 
worlds for the establishment of “Islamic democracy.” 


U.S. -Israel relations in 
the new Republican era 


By Peretz Kidron 

THE REPUBLICAN land- 
slide in the U.S. mid-term 
elections sent Israeli political 
strategists scrambling to reas- 
sess U.S.-lsrael relations. 
Just two days after the extent 
of the Republican triumph 
became apparent, the 
Ha’aretz daily published a 
confidential memorandum 
from the foreign ministry’s 
"political planning” division, 
analysing 'the Election “results 
and settirig out guidelines for 
an Israeli diplomatic strategy, 
It is a revealing document.' 
The unnamed authors de- 
clare bluntly that "a change 
in priorities will be required. 
We have been accustomed to 
channelling most of our con- 
tact with the administration 
by way of the ‘peace team' 
under Dennis Ross. Now, we 
will have to expand the basis 
of activity. Intensive effort is 
called for vis-arvis the Re- 
publicans. without neglecting 
the Democrats, to guarantee 
bipartisan support for the 
peace process.” An overhaul 
of American Israeli Public 
Affairs Committee (A1PAC) 
is urged: the pro-Israel lobby 
“will have to re-examine its 
working methods in the Con- 
gress. AIPAC currently con- 
sists of personages identified 
with the Democrats, and it is 
now vital to draw back into 
its ranks persons identified 
with the Republicans.” 

The memorandum depicts 
the election results as “a his- 
toric turn-about setting a for- 
mal seal on the transforma- 
tion of the Republicans into 
the majority party in the 
U.S.”: in contrast. President 
Clinton is portrayed mer- 
cilessly as "a lame duck”. “It 
is premature to bury him 
politically, but his ability to 
act and pass legislation 
matching his election plat- 
form has been significantly 
impaired.” Accordingly, the 
authors sound a sceptical 
note about ”tbe president's 
pledges on aid to Israel and 
help in reducing the risks of 
peace”, which requie review 
“in view of the question of 
whether Congress will 
approve them.” 

The memorandum notes 
that “the Republicans are 
Israel supporters, but may 
oppose Clinton’s foreign poli- 
cy initiatives precisely out of 
what they consider concern 
for Israel and. fOT example, 
will oppose the despatch of 
U.S. troops to the Golan 
Heights. It is doubtful 
wheuier a Republican-con- 
trolled Congress will be will- 
ing to increase the direct 
foreign aid that will be re- 
quired if there is a break- 
through in negotiations with 
Syria. Increased aid mil be 
more problematic because 
there will be new clients: 
Jordan. Syria and Lebanon.” 
Plans for a Middle East de- 
velopment bank — a pet pro- 
ject of Foreign Minister Peres 
— are also in doubt because 
the Republicans are expected 
to oppose U.S. finance for 
the project. " 

By contract with the gloom 
at the foreign ministry, the 
defence establishment shows 
little concern over the $l:8bn 
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in military aid Israel gets 
annually, or the funding of 
joint projects, notably the 
Arrow anti-ballistic missile 
system. A “senior military 
source” told journalists that 
Israel has not hitherto en- 
countered Republican 
opposition on these matters. 
The Arrow system has been 
closely associated with the 
“Star Wars" anti-missile 
programme strongly prom- 
oted by President Reagan. 

Israeli nervousness over 
the political change in the 
U.S. has historical roots that 
can be traced back to the 
"New Deal” and Roosevelt’s 
coalition of minorities in the 
1930s and '40s. Like the over- 
whelming majority of U.S. 
Jews. Israelis have generally 
displayed an instinctive bent 
towards the Democrats, 
rather naively portrayed as 
an embodiment of all the 
virtues: champions of social 
justice and equality of oppor- 
tunity in domestic polity, and 
universalist activism in the 
international arena. By con- 
trast, Republicans were per- 
ceived as the party of big 
business: the sinister influ- 
ence of the oil companies was 
often blamed for the party’s 
alleged anti-Israel bias. Jews 
with longer historical memor- 
ies recall Republican isola- 
tionism as a major impedi- 
ment to U.S. adherence to 
the anti-Nazi coalition in 
World War II. The social' 
democrats who ruled Israel in 
its early years had no difficul- 
ty in finding a common lan- 
guage with the trade union- 
ists and liberals who played 
such a prominent role in the 
Democratic party — while 
talcing a dark view of the 
Republican Eisenhower 
administration and its secret- 
ary of state. John Foster Dul- 
les, particularly after their 
intervention to curtail the 
1956 Suez campaign. 

The general pro-Democra- 
tic tilt nevertheless featured 
some striking deviations, par- 
ticularly on the part of Yit- 
zhak Rabin. The 1972 elec- 
tions found Mr. Rabin, in his 
first civilian post as ambassa- 
dor to Washington, ignoring 
diplomatic protocol to speak 
out strongly on behalf of 
Richard Nixon. The fact that 
U.S- Jews largely ignored his 
advice and persisted in their . 
traditional Democratic alle- 


giances did not reduce 
Democrats’ pique at this 
show of “Israeli perfidy”. La- 
ter, in his first term as prime 
minister, Mr. Rabin’s rela- 
tions with Democratic Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter were cool. 
Evidently free of his party’s 
pro- Democratic bias, Mr. 
Rabin responded to the elec- 
tion results “in the world’s 
friendliest country towards 
Israel” by recalling the broad 
support for Israel in both 
major parties. He will have 
no inhibitions about working 
in close concert with 
Washington’s new Republi- 
can bosses. 

Concern about foreign aid 

But while Rabin may sense 
no discomfort over the Re- 
publican victory, many Israeli 
observers feel unease over 
the growing political clout of 
Christian fundamentalists 
and their far-right associates. 
The Israeli media were open- 
ly relieved over Oliver 
North's failure to win a Sen- 
ate seat — in spite of North’s 
close links wjtb Israel in the 
secret arms deals of Irangate. 

Notwithstanding occasion- 
al relapses into old-fashioned 
anti-Semitism, the American 
far right — like the majoridy 
of Christian fundamentalist 
groups — is noisily pro- 
Israel. But such gung-ho 
“holier than the Pope” sup- 
port could prove an embar- 
rassments the policies of the 
Rabin government. The 
Israeli media highlighted re- 
marks by Republican Senator 
Jessie Helms querying Syria’s 
genuine interest in peace with 
Israel, and alleging that all 
Mr. Assad wants “is the 
Golan Heights and access to 
the pockets of U.S. tax- 
payers”. Mr. Helms’ long- 
standing hostility towards the 
PLO dosely echoes the senti- 
ments of tiie Likud opposi- 
tion. 

Attention also focused on 
Republican Senate leader 
Bob Dole, with reference to 
his efforts in 1990 to procure 
a 5 per cent cut in aid to 
Israel, and his pledge that 
henceforth there will be “no 
more sacred cows” in the 
allotment of U.S. aid. Jour- 
nalists also noted Dole's past 
brushes with AIPAC, not- 
ably his claim that he could 
not utter "a single word of 
criticism” about Israel with- 
out coming under attack by 


its lobbyists, and his charges 
that AIPAC seeks to “run 
U.S. foreign policy”. 

Israel has solid grounds for 
concern about Republican 
stringency on foreign ajd. Its 
citizens’ growing prosperity 
depends heavily on direct 
U.S. aid of S3bn annually, 
supplemented by S2bn in 
federal loan guarantees and 
lavish donations of surplus 
military equipment, as well as 
U.S. funding for Israel's 
military development pro- 
jects. of which the Arrow is 
but one example. 

Cut-backs on U.S. foreign 
aid could cany equally pain- 
ful effects for Israel's foreign 
.policy. The widely held 
perception of its ability to 
manipulate U.S. purse- 
strings has become a major 
instrument of Israeli di- 
plomacy, making Israel a 
veritable shrine for Third 
World leaders convinced that 
a wink and a nod from Mr. 
Rabin is a vital prerequisite 
for desperately needed dol- 
lars. This explains the stam- 
pede of Asian and African 
states renewing or initiating 
diplomatic relations with 
Israel. Above all, prospects 
of U.S. aid dangled before 
the noses of Israel's neigh- 
bours have played a major 
role in breaking; the country's 
long-standing isolation. 

All this is in jeopardy after 
the Republican victory. As 
suggested by the foreign 
ministry memorandum, 
Israel can no longer count on 
a knee-jerk sympathy for its 
demands ana . interests in 
Washington : JJ ^Mr. Rabin 
wi^esT tq rely on continua- 
tion of unqualified U.S. sop* 
port, he must adopt the Re- 
publican lexicon. The task 
should not be too arduous: 
his first step will be to revive 
terms employed by his Likud 
predecessors in the posts re- 
spectively of prime minister 
and defence minister. 
Menachem Begin and Ariel 
Sharon rejected the charge 
that IstfaeJ was a U.S. “client 
state” and never tired of 
pointing out that U.S.-lsrael 
relations were; “a part- 
nership”. with- Israel “a- 
strategic' asset” /protecting 
U.S. interests^ the Middle. 
East. Inbrefiewfcd dimateof 
“AmerggW 1 Republican- 
ism, suctf^roPes s.houlcf gq 


Justice Barakis^ aiuperbj 
an extremely e nlig htened mind ax^ 

Justice Batik that .Israel dan be' 
foQ-ftedgeddemow^ and a 
. The causes of peace and human ^ .... 

profit -a .great de^from the eroeijpBnce^ ^^ 

Israeli Supreme (Spurt. I say so not because !; 
their ibEng on hctoosexuals. If anything; I 
that decision. On the other hand, as a jari^pie<xb^i^ 
with human rights, ! am firmly supportive of ti»e>seiise .tf 
activism that the Israeli Supreme Court is coiKtanfl} 
defending and I hope that one day we, on fteAffb side 
would enjoy a similar judiciary in Order to better edpe with 
changing times. ' . '. r ' 

By a stroke of tuck, the Conference on the Nature and 
Legitimacy of Judicial Review cook place whenrtbe correnr 
judicial controversy in Israel is unfolding. The eminent 
judges, jurists and law professors were united in defending 
Chief Justice Barak and his colleagues. Arabs have a stake 
in tiie ongoing struggle across the Jordan River for a more 
active judiciary that is not only independent but also . 
powerful enough to juridically test the policies and 


legislature represents tiie majority of the people, the 
judiciary represents the national conscience of all the 


people. 


LETTERS 


Chechenya’s right to 


self-rule 


To the Editor: 


Russian Ambassador to Jordan Alexandre Vladimirovich 
Saltanov’s statement (Jordan Times Dec. 15-16, 1994), that 
the conflict in Chech enya is not religious, like the one in 
Bosnia is absolutely true. But his daim that Cbecbenya is 
an integral part of the Russian Federation is questionable. 

Throughout history, religion and ethnic differences have 
been used only as excuses by the mightier countries to 
colonise and invade the weaker ones. The main reason 
behind colonisation, imperialism or invasion is always 
one-sided mterests.Tfae interests of the mightier country to 
expand isfitnitiers, to exploit the resources of other nations 
and to exercise its dominance over tiie weaker. All these 
interests are against basic human rights, self-determination 
and self-rule. 

The Chechen’s, and other north Caucasian people's, 
struggle against Tsarist Russia’s takeover of the region in 
the 19th oentury is well documented in history, as is the 
mass deportation to barren Siberia of the entire Chechen 
nation between 1944 and 1957 by the former communist 
Soviet Union. This attempt of ethnic deansing of nations 
was performed ruthlessly against many peoples in the 
former Soviet Union. 

The Russian parliament (Duma) acknowledged in 1990 
that this genocide was a grave mistake. This acknowledge- 
ment, although valuable, does not erase history nor the 
memory of the affected people, Chechens induded. 

The Cbechen-Ingush Republic was an autonomous entity 
in the former Russian, J>ov*£t Socialist, iRepuMic. In 
.November, 1990,, the/ Chechen National Conference .was 
' held in Grozny (capital. af£heqbenya) and the participants 
unanimously proclaimed the independence and sovereignty 
of the Chechen-Ingush Republic (a right to self- 
determination that the constitution of the former Soviet 
Union guaranteed to its constituent republics). The partici- 
pants in this conference represented all ethnic groups in the 
Chechen-Ingush Republic, with the ratio of one delegate 
per 1,000 inhabitants. 

The declaration of independence was ratified by the 
parliament of the republic on Nov. 27, 1990. The former 
Soviet Union was dissolved at midnight, Dec. 31, 1991. As 
a result of the break-up of the Soviet Union (which 
President Yeltin played a major role in) the former Russian 
Soviet Social Republic also declared its independence. 

In this constitutional vacuum, the Chechen Republic lost 
all its constitutional links and bonds with any former Soviet 
existence. The Russian Federation was created upop 
signing the Russian Federation treaty on March 13, 1992, 
By its own free will, Chechenya did not sign this treaty and 
could not be. coerced into doing so. Thus, the Chechen 
Republic never became an integral part of the Russian 
Federation. The claim that Chechenya has unilaterally 
seceded or separated from the federation is categorically 
incorrect since it never was a part of it. Therefore. 
Chechenya is not a Russian internal affair. 

The Chechen Republic is an independent, free entity 
with all the rights to self-determination, self-rule, democra- 
cy and human rights. These are the principles that peace 
and freedom-loving people of Chechenya believe in, when 
dealing with their neighbours in the Russian Federation. 
These are the same principles that have brought President 
Yeltsin to power. Why deny them to others? Why deny 
them to the north Caucasus nations? 

The Russian claim that if Chechenya breaks away from 
the Russian Federation, the Chechen people will suffer 
greatly because they can not establish their own modem 
country is incorrect. The Chechen people have survived 
200 years of brutal wars with the invading Russians. They 
will certainly survive if left in peace. The Chechen Republic 
united in a federation with the whole .north Caucasus 
nations will develop into a modern state with its own 
resources. This European state will definitely have a 
positive impact and contribution to the world at large. 

Hashim Beano, 

The Jordanian Committee for 
the 

Support of the People of die 
Independent 

Caucasian Chechen Republic, 
Amman. 

Refreshing experience 

To the Editor: 

WithoutooinnieDtiiig ’on-tbe merits of either review in the 
J^ec. 14, 1994 issue <a the Jordan Times of the art works by 
Dutch painter Gerti Bierenbroodspot, now on exhibition at 
foe Royal Cultural Centre, I am writing to thank and 
commend you for naming two different opinions on the 
same page of your newspaper. What a refreshing — and 
sadly, rare-expenence! The contrast in views made me- 
.want to go out and take a look at those paintings for myself. 

I hope we readers can look forward to more such exchanges 
on a variety of subjects in your paper. 3 


Katherine J. SnJIfoait, 
Amman. Swelfiyeh 


The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters arid contributions from 
ite readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters’ 
intended^ for publication , however, should contam ffie 
writers fir// name and preferably address es welt- Names 
cam.be withheld only upon request and under soedal 
circumstances. Letters are suhie** m -ru*. LdJ. 
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Crisis looms as Europe 
runs out of dump sites 


Biblical king troubles Israeli government 


■!»-*'*» a™* 

in* Associated Press • foi that the supply of re- 

K^r^TjqsFTsr turned and sorted refuse is 

ENTR£SS£N, France outstripping demand, forcing 
Tl^amfioal mountain reeks MarseffiTto pay Sxn^^ 
v.lte.iiioran« am, growing $38 a tonne jmt to * 

tonncs Incineration is cheaper 

£*“ rcc y cl “B* Marseille 
RobeI, Vigouro “ 

“in Flrance w consider the 
fuse from before World War most important thing is to get 
^ it is a symbol of the gar- value out of garbage,” said 
bage crisis facing much ofthe Frands CbalotTa TOte en- 

c0 ?™^ lt - t . ^ T , v. . gineer at France’s Environ- 

As m the United States, meat Ministry. “Recycling is 
dumps are filling fast in not the best way sometimes.” 
atc * » Paris no longer has dumps 

hard to find beauise of high and instead has three indner- 
pqjulaoon da&ty and “not atom, two of which produce 
m my backyarcT resistance, heating for the city’s bufld- 
Tnat is forcmg countries to ingg, Mr. Chalat said. 
step ”P Pkas *o incinerate or “What system doesn’t pol- 
e *EP rt . trash. lute? To sort more effective- 

i^vuonmentahsts, m tom, i y> you’d have to send more 
are fighting those plans. They trucks to pick it up ” he said, 
say that mctneratora emit French officials support 
dangerous pollutants, that their case for incineration by 
more should be done to limit pointing to Germany, where 
product pac kaging , and that companies were over- 
Europesbould stop exporting whelmed by recycled trash 
its garbage, especially toxic after instituting a prog ra mm e 
was te- that allows consumers to re- 

“In a number of countries turn packaging, 
there’s a real saturation prob- “When the Germans (nek 
lem,” said Marius Enthoven, it up, they don’t know what 
* the European Union’s direc- to do with it,” Mr. Chalet 
tor general for environment said. 

and nuclear safety. The German government 

By 2005, lan dfills “wiH be- has stepped in to help finance 
come a secondary or tertiary recycling. But while the 
.option. Some countries will country may look “greener” 
go for the incineration solo- than some of its neighbours, 
tion,” he said. it is dumping abroad. 

Marseille, by the end of the France is one of die main 

decade, will have to find destinations — the environ- 
_ somewhere else to roll 60 mental group Greenpeace 

- railcars filled with 15 tonnes calls it “Europe’s garbage 
. each of garbage daily, said can” — for both legal and 

Jean St. Martin, a technical illicit trash shipments, 
advisor at the Entressen French customs officials 

- dump 48 kilometres north- say 30,000 tonnes of demob- 
west of the Mediterranean • tion refuse were dumped file- 


port. 

The city plans to build two 
incinerators within its bound- 
aries, but locals are fighting 
it. 

Marseille's recycling prog- 

- ramme targets metal, paper, 
wood, glass, tyres, batteries 

; and used oil, and “people are 
asking for it to expand,” Mr. 

- St. Martin said. But plastic, 
25 per cent of the trash arriv- 


galiy in northern Alsace this 
year. In September, offidais 
found an illegal dump near 
the eastern town of Bar-le- 
Duc containing 300 tonnes of 
discarded plastic packaging 
from Germany. 

Mr. Enthoven is gradually 
standardising regulations on 
transporting waste between 
member nations. 

The EU also issued a direc- 


; ing at Entressen, is not recy- ^rive in May banning the ex-r 
•ded. . .. - -► nsdjjort of • nonreeydable' waste 


he said. But the tough 61, rules 
do not take effect until 1998 
and exempt wittiwg trash- 
export agreements. 

tf France is Europe’s gar- 
bage can, “Germany is by far 
the world champion in riw 
export of toxic waste,” said 
Jan Rispens, a researcher for 
Greenpeace. He said Ger- 
many shipped 13 million ton- 
nes to other nations between 
1989 and last March, half the 
world total. 

In Italy, only about 23 per 
cent of trash is recycled, raid 
Enrico Fontana of the en- 
viornmental group Lega 
Ambiente. 

Italy lacks a policy on 
p ack a g i n g, which accounts 
for an estimated 40 per cent 
of household waste. That 
amounts to 500 kilogrammes 
per person in major Italian 

cities annuall y, accordin g to 
the Italian magazine Panor- 
ama. 

The city dump for Madrid, 
Spain, is fall, and np to 40 per 
cent of Spain’s trash goes to 
unauthorised dumps, said 
another Greenpeace resear- 
cher, Oliva Nunez. The rest 
is burned. 

Barcelona, where new re- 
cycling centres are opening, 
bias about 10 years of life left 
for its dump, said Jaime 
Mtreno, a spokesman for that 
Spanish city. 

Barcelona may expand in- 
cineration. It “is not veiy 
ecological. But there aren't 
any other options,” he said. 

That idea alarms environ- 
mental activists. 

Waste incineration 
“threatens to become the 
leading contributor to tbe de- 
gradation of human and en- 
vironmental health,” a 
Greenpeace study said. 

Incineration of plastics and 
other trash produces dioxins, 
which are chemical subst- 
ances linked to cancer, birth 
defects and reduced futility. 

But French officials say the 
dioxin problem is being 
addressed. 

“That’s die case with the 
old types (of incinerators); 
they’ve had problems with 
dknrins,” Mr. Enthoven said. 
He said new technology, has 
lowered admissions, but_afag 
concedes bceir'ap- 


By Danny Gur-Arieh 
Reuter 

JERUSALEM — An 
adulterous king of Israel 
3,000 years ago. is threatening 
to wreak havoc on the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister;. 
Yitzhak Rabin*. 

Rabbis in Israel’s parlia- 
ment, angry . when Foreign 
Minister Shimon. Peres ques- 
tioned tbe moral scruples of 
the Biblical King David, will 
force a no-confidence vote in 
parliament on Monday. 

“This government deserves 
to fall over this matter. The 
foreign minister hurt the feel- 
ings of millions'.” said Rabbi 
Avraham Ravitz of the Degel 
Hatorab party in parliament. 

He acknowledged ultra- 
religious parties bad little 
chance of toppling the gov- 
ernment. 

But the row may make ft 
more difficult for Mr. Rabin 
— .eager to bolster peace 
moves by expanding his gov- 
ernment — to add a religious 
party to his coalition. 

“Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres, 
whose moves to settle Israel's 
conflict with the Palestinians 
won them each a Nobel 
Peace Prize, have had a har- 
der time keeping peace in 
Israeli political circles. 

. Not even Mr. Peres's apol- 
ogy could halt the con- 
troversy. - 

It was during a debate over 
the Nobel Prize in parliament 
that the row erapted. 

Rabbis angry at Mr. 
Peres’s position in favour of 
ceding occupied land for 
peace cited lung David — a 
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conqueror — as a real hero of 
tbe Jewish people. 

“Not everything King 
David did on the ground and 



The problem is cost. Rfe^'i to non^European countries, plied everywhere.’' 

• • - - sbnr ■. • ■ o r Wv.i. 

Garter on Bosnia mission 


David did on the ground and 
on the rooftops seems to me 
to be Jewish or appeals to 
me,” Mr. Peres said to 
launch the storm. 

In ibe Biblical book of 
Samuel,’ King David orders 
Bathsheba, wife of one of bis 
waniois, - . brought to bis 
palace hfter seeing her on a 
rooftop. “And he lay with 
her,’ tbe book says. Later 
David sent her husband to 
die in battle. 

In the modern-day ex- 
change. sparked by Mr. 
Peres’s comment, rabbis 
rushed to David’s defence, 
cifine^iro as-a. Mt e ri sahnia 
who^^^Mtei^^^^dera as 


t£S© 


In parliament. Rabbi 
1 Ravitz shouted at Mr. Peres 
to “shut his month”. Repor- 
1 ters said Rabbi Avraham 
Verdiger became so worked 
up he had to take medication 
to lower his blood pressure. 

Cabinet minister ShuLamit 
Aloni pf die leftist Meretz 
. , Party said . sbe rejected any 
‘ ‘tiOtidn the" religious parties 
^ • had ahnonopoly on interpret^ 
ing Jewish tradition and fore- 


(Contfamcd from page 12) 

* 

has since evolved into an 
elder statesman whose pri- 
vate diplomacy has helped 
settle explosive crises in 
North Korea and Haiti. 

; The Balkan mission shaped 
up as his most complex and 
politically treacherous chal- 
lenge yet, involving three 
national communities har- 
dened by years of war and 
adept at manipulating would- 
be peacemakers for their own 
ends. 

Western officials and Bos- 
nian Muslims were concerned 
■that the Serbs would abuse 
his high diplomatic reputa- 
tion to undercut the contact 
group plan. But tbe top U.N. 
official in former Yugoslavia 
ruled this out after briefing 
Mr. Carter. 

“I think ... Carter is too 
■intelligent to be manipulated 


by anybody,” said Yasushi 
Akashi, civilian chief of UN- 
PROFOR and special envoy 
of die U.N. secretary general 
in the Balkans. 

Some diplomats said Mr. 
Carter’s only prospect of suc- 
cess was if the Bosnian Serbs 
and Mr. Karadzic needed 
him as a face-saving figleaf 
for reversing their repudia- 
tion of the peace plan. 

Mr. Carter arrived in ex- 
Yugoslavia without evidence 
the Bosnian Serbs had fulfil- 
led promises made under a 
new “peace initiative” by Mr. 
Karadzic to stop paralysing 
U.N. humanitarian opera- 
tions and end fighting around 
Sarajevo. 

Mr. Karadzic pledged last 
week to free detained U.N. 
personnel, reopen besieged 
Sarajevo airport for U.N. aid 
flights, allow U.N. convoys 
to move freely, release Mus- 


lim prisoners under 19 years 
of age and accept a ceasefire 
in Sarajevo. 

“I will observe very closely 
the commitment by Dr. 


Karadzic and will decide 
what to do after discussions I 
will be leading with the presi- 
dent of Bosnia when we ar- 
rive in Sarajevo,” Mr. Carter 
said. 


cast the no-confidence mo- 
tion would- fail. 

But the ruling Labour Par- 
ty under Mr. Rabin, whose 
previous government fell 17 
years ago in a clash with a 
religious coalition partner, 
was taking no chances. 

; Labour Party officials held 
fairt- minute qpjisifliApops 
with religious party members 
f6'by to get them fo drop the 
motion ui the 120-member 


pr 


Knesset and ordered all party 
members to show up for the 
vote. 7- 

Mr. Rabin's 56-member 
coalition relies on support 
from Arab-dominant parties 
outside the government to 
survive close votes. Their 
support appearcdassured but 
any absence of coalition 
members- could tilt the ba- 
lance. . 

Religious parties have 


been * part of nearly every 
Israeli government in the 
country’s 46-year history. 
The ultra -Orthodox Shas 
Party joined the Labour-led 
government in 1992 but 
bolted a year later over Shas • 
corruption scandals. 

Mr. Rabin has since been 
tiying to bring Shas back to 
broaden his base of support 
for peace moves with neigh- 
bouring Arabs. 


Rabin ready for compromise 


(Continued from page 1) 

tration, a Palestinian official 
said Sunday. 

The Israeli army said that 
Palestinian police force, set 
up under the Israeli-PLO 
peace accord, had apologised 
in the name of Mr. Arafat for 
the incident in which an 
Israeli soldier was wounded 
and the policeman, who 
shouted abuse before open- 
ing fire, was wounded^ and 
captured. 

The shooting took place at 
an Israeli army post at Sufa in 
the southern Gaza Strip. 
Both injured men were taken 
to hosphal in fair condition. 


Palestinian Authority offi- 
cial Soufian Abu Zaideh said 
commanders had launched an 
investigation. 

“The soldier did what he 
did out of frustration, out of 
anger. Over what? I can’t 
say,” he told army radio. 

An Israeli army statement 
said: “The beads of the 
Palestinian police expressed 
in the name of the police and 
Chairman Arafat great regret 
over the incident.” 

Palestinians said it was the 
act of a angle policeman who 
would be punished severely 
and wished die soldier a swift 
recovery, the army statement 
said. 
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Republicans to open ’95 with a spending cut blitz 

Analysts expect Fed to resume 
raising interest rates next month 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) 
meets Tuesday to consider 
raising interest rates for the 
seventh time this year, but most 
analysts are betting it will 
hold off from acting rather 
than spoil the Christmas 
cheer. 

After boosting short-term 
rates sharply just las; month, 
the inflation-wary central 
bank is at a crossroads, it 
knows the economy is ending 
1994 with a bang/ but it ex- 
pects growth to slow next 
year as the tighter credit to 
bite. 

The result? a probable de- 
cision at Tuesday's meeting 
to delay a rate increase untfl 
after the start of the new 
year, when the Fed will have 
a better idea of how the 
economy performed during 
the crucial Chistmas selling 
season. 

"They will wait a bit lon- 
ger. wanting to take a look at 
Christmas spending and infla- 
tion as they so into the new 
year." said David Jones, a 
veteran Fed watcher and 
chief economist at Wall 
Street firm Aubrey G. Lan- 
sron and Co. 

But the delay is likely be 
short-lived. Most analysts ex- 
pect the central bank to re- 
sume raising interest rates 
next month. Mr. Jones is 
looking for a half percentage 
point "increase in January 
some other anaiysts expect 
up to full point boost. 

Fed Cnairman Alan 
Greenspan was as clear as he 
ever gets in signalling that 
higher rates ire on the way in 
testimony to Congress earlier 
this month. 

While insisting that he did 
no: know whether the central 
bank would raise rates this 
week. Mr. Greenspan 
painted a picture of an eco- 
nomy that was growing toe 
fast for the Fed's liking and 
that was fuelling inflationary 
pressures in the process. 

' • "We must 'remain alert to 
signs of inflationary press- 
ures,” he told Congress' Joint 
Economic Committee. "If 
price increases are accommo- 
dated. they can become 
readily embedded in higher 
inflation expectations." 


Even some Clinton admi- 
nistration insiders admit that 
higher short-term interest 
rates are likely next year. 
■■It's not unreasonable to 
think there might be further 
rate increases.” was how one 
senior official put it. 

But the official, who de- 
clined to be named, expects 
the Fed to hold off from 
acting this week as it tries to 
gauge the economic impact of 
the "actions that it's already 
taken. 

The Fed has raised rates by 
a total of 2 , .£ percentage 
points since February, includ- 
ing three-quarters last 
month. 

“This is a time when you 
want to have a delicate 
hand.” the senior Ginton 
administration official said. 

That argument is not lost 
on policymakers at the Fed. 
even the so-calied anti- 
inflation hawks. They want to 
cool off the economy and 
thus extend the economic ex- 
pansion. not kill it. 

“If you try to do too much 
too fast, there's a chance of 
an overkill.” said Sung Won 
Sohn. chief ^economist at 
Minneapolis- based Nonvest 
Corp. 

So far there doesn't seem 
much risk of that happening. 
A string of economic indica- 
tors released last week — 
from housing starts to indust- 
rial production — showed the 
economy continuing to steam 
ahead. 

But there were some faint 
signs of a possible slowdown 
on the horizon. In a national 
survey, builders reported 
growing increasingly gloomy 
about home sales as spiralling 
mortgage interest rates' dis- 
courage prospective buyers. 

And the financial markets 
were signalling that they ex- 
pect slower growth as well, 
with long-term interest rates 
easing and Wall Street stocks 
sagging. 

For its part, the adminis- 
tration expects the Fed to 
succeed in its effort to slow 
the expansion without killing 
it. and is projecting annual 
economic growth of about 
2i“ per cent" over the next two 
years, officials said. 

But for that to happen, the 


Fed will have to pay as much 
attention to where the eco- 
nomy is going as to where it's 
coming from in plotting 
monetary strategy in the days 
and weeks ahead. 

Meanwhile, the 
Republican-dominated Con- 
gress plans a coordinated 
blitz on government spend- 
ing, starting when Congress 
convenes in the first week of 
1995. 

More than S850 billion in 
curs over five years would 
pay for equally ambitious tax 
cuts and balance the budget. 

Wall Street and Democrats 
may be sceptical, but Repub- 
licans feel they have public 
support for smaller govern- 
ment. 

“For the next year we're 
going to make the tough 
choices,” said incoming Sen- 
ate majority whip. Trent 
Lott, a Mississippi Republi- 
can. “It’s going to happen." 

Hearings on major agenda 
items are planned to start on 
Jan. 5, when Congress usual- 
ly goes into recess after for- 
mal ceremonies the day be- 
fore. 

For example. Senate hear- 
ings will focus on freeing 
states from spending their 
own money on federally man- 
dated programmes and on a 
constitutional amendment to 
balance the budget. 

Republicans plan to vote 
on the balanced budget 
amendment by Jan. 19 in the 
House and in the Senate by 
rnomh’s end. 

They like President Bill Clin- 
ton's plan to give S60 billion 
in tax relief io"middle-income 
earners but plan to go much 
further. 

“The president’s budget 
won't be dead on arrival 
when it comes to Capitol Hill 
next year." said a senior Re- 
publican Senate aide "We're 
going to take his ideas for 
cutting government and then 
cut even more." 

History shows that Con- 
gress finds it much easier to 
make popular tax cuts than to 
find the money to pay for 
them. v • 'r 

Some participants in finan- 
cial markets are already con- 
cerned that the rush to cut 
taxes could force higher gov- 


Four L. American states sign trade accord 


OURO PRETO. Brazil (R) 
— Tne presidents of Brazil. 
Argentina. Paraguay and 
Uruguay Saturday sanctioned 
the almost-totaJ liberalisation 
of regional trade from Jan. 1 
next year. 

Presidents Carlos Menem of 
Argentina. Itmar Franco of 
Brazil, Juan Carlos Wasmosy 
of Paraguay and Aibertro 
Lacalle of Uruguay — meet- 
ing in the Brazilian town of 
Ouro Preto — signed a docu- 


ment farthering the develop- 
ment of the Mercosur com- 
mon market. 

The four presidents wel- 
comed the presence of minis- . 
ters from Bolivia and Chile, 
two countries which have ex- 
pressed interest in joining 
Mercosur in the near future. 

The protocol marks the 
ratification of Mercosur thus 
allowing for future negotia- 
tions with other countries and 
groups such as the European 


Union. '• 

The presidents reaffirmed 
the democratic ■ values of 
Mercosur which they consi- 
dered essential to achieve the 
final goal of common market. 

Mercosur, Spanish for 
common market of the south- 
ern cone, will group 200 mil- 
lion people and has a collec- 
tive $700 billion in gross 
domestic product. 

Argentina, Brazil, Para- 
guay and Uruguay have $10 


eminent borrowings and in 
rum send interest rates high- 
er. 

But Republicans say not to 
worry. “We plan on having 
more" in spending cuts than 
we would have in tax cuts.” 
said Mr. Lott. "We would 
have money left over.” 

And Republicans plan to 
cut a lot. A senior Senate 
Republican aide estimated 
SS50 billion in cuts are 
needed over the next five 
vears. much larger than any 
deficit cutting package ever 
passed. 

“These cuts will be huge, 
enormous, unbelievable.” a 
House Republican aide said. 
“It will be the most radical 
change you have ever seen in 
federal "government." 

But won't Mr. Ginton use 
his presidential veto? outlin- 
ing his tax-cut plan in an 
address to the nation. Mr. 
Clinton warned that he 
wouldn't tolerate “ideas that 
hurt poor people.” 

But the Republicans argue 
that Mr. Ginton is now a 
follower who may take their 
lead. 

“It's just another case of 
the president saving 'me too.’ 
chided budget committee 
chairman-designate John 
Kasich. a Republican from 
Ohio,, after Mr. Clinton 
proposed his tax cuts. 

Republican leaders from 
both houses are conferring 
often to coordinate their 
strategy. 

House speaker-designate 
Newt Gingrich of Georgia 
and Senate majority leader- 
designate Robert Dole of 
Kansas have cosigned two 
leners m recem weeks, in- 
cluding one urging Mr Clin- 
ton to adopt their platform 
on taxes, foreign and dotnev 
tic policy. 

They pain to roll their ma- 
jor proposals mto one latgc 
budget Ml that can move 
through the House and Sen- 
ate under ipetial rules that 
limit debate. 

The Republicans think 
thev can tie Mr. Oimon’s 

ration is expected to reach 
tne statutory limits An its 
accumulated debt of $4.9 !ril* 
lion in August. 


billion in annual trade among 
them, a figure which is ex- 
pected to rise to $12 billion’ 
next year. 

Und. the accord, 90-905 
per cent of goods traded 
among the nations will have 
no tariffs. The rest will have 
• curbs that can be eased over 
the next five years. 

The average tariff for 
countries outside Mercosur is 
12 per cent, with a range 
from zero to 20 per cent. 


Egyptian^" 
exports 
rise by 14% 

CAIRO <AFPl — Egypt* 


f lop China labour officials 
! nrge^tate redundancies 


exports rose by more than 14 . 
per cent in she 1993-94 finan- 
cial year, Eamossy Minster Mafeaa- 
rma Ntdaaouid Bayasa said ia as 
interview published Sunday. 

Exports stood at 10.4 bil- 
lion Egyptian pounds (S3 bit* - 
lion) between July I993"and 
June 1994. compared with 9. 1 
billion pounds (S2.6 bdtiem) 
the previous year. Mr. 
Bayumi told the Al Abram 
dafiv . 

The figure surpasses the 
exportations of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, which 
forecast exports worth £2.98 
bifiion in the las: financial 
year. 

Bu: is imams tower than 
Egvpt s import levels, which 
hi t S I f billion in 1992-93. 

Mr. Bayumi said the gov- 
ernment would aim to further 
boos: exports next year by 
implementing measures set 
oui in the 'General Agree* 
men: on Tariffs- and Trade, 
signed b> Egypt. 

'"Taxes imposed on some 
exported food products will 
be removed while others will 
be reduced.” the minister 
said. 

Egypt's main export is oil 
products. According to an 
international expert, non -oil 
exports make up just four per 
cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product, compared 
to sax per cent in I9ff7-S8. 


BELTING (AFP) — Chinese 
state-owned compani e s must 
be allowed to lay off excess 
workers despite the accom- 
panying threat of mass uncra- 
p+oyflTe ill , ~Vi4.e -Labour 
Minister Zhu 
quoted as saying. ''"~- 

Unless the firms are 
allowed ro relieve themselves 
of the “historic burden" of 
supporting thousands of sort 
plus workers, the govern- 
ment's bid to create a modem 
enterprise system will be- 
come an " impassibility." Mr. 
Zhu was quoted as saying by 
the China Business Times. 

“We must authorise these 
firms to cut their labour 
forces," Mr. Zhu said. 

Official estimates put the 
number of surplus state- 
sector employees in China at 
more than 30 million. 

While admitting that mass 
redundancies would mean a 
surge in unemployment. Mr. 
Zhu stressed that such an 
outcome was the only realis- 
tic choice. 

“It means that hidden un- 
employment will become 
public ’ unemployment." he 
said. 

Despite experimenting 
with bankruptcies, the 
Chinese government has so 
far held off from a serious 


Asian economies forecast 
to expand 7.3% in 1995 


TOKYO f AFP) — Economic 
expansion in eight Asian eco- 
nomies is forecast to slow 
from an average of 7.4 per 
cent this year to 7.5 per cent 
next year, a governmental 
inuitute has said The Insti- 
tute of Developing Econo- 
mies. a research umt backed 
by the Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade ami Industries 
fMm*. said (hat. the slight 
contraction would he the re- 
sult of tan expected decline in 
exports froth the region next 
year. But the institute said 
the eight economies — Hong 
Kong. Indonesia. Malaysia . 
the Philippines. Singapore. 
South Korea, Thailand and 
Taiwan — would easily main- 
tain seven per cent gfewth. 
supported by oeat S tecc fore- 
ign investment. 

Thailand is forecast to post 
economic growth of 8.9 per 


cent next year, the highest 4 
expansion in the region, up 
from this year's S.7 per cent. 


Singapore is exocctcd to 
show growth of 8.9 per cent, 
down from" 10.3 per cent this 


year. Malaysia is forecast to 
post 'growth of 8.5 per cent, 
down from 8.9 per cent white 
South Korea is expected to 
show a 7.7 per cent increase, 
down from a 8.2 per cent 
increase. 

Growth of the Indonesian 
economy is projected to 
accelerate from 7.1 per cent 
to 7.6 per cent, while 
Taiwan's economic growth Is 
to recover slightly from 6.3 

K r cent to’ 6.4 per cent. The 
Sipyune economy is to 
mark growth of 5.8 per cent, 
np -from 4.5 per otatvbut 
growth in Hong Kong is to 
slow from 5.7 per cent to 5.3 
per cent. 
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overbad of the ailing state 
sector, fearing that the social 
consequences could fuel un- 
rest. 

One of the main obstacles 
to forced redundancies had 
been the country's -inadequ- 
ate soda) security system, 
which would leave many for- 
mer workers without finan- 
cial support. 

However, the myriad prob- 
lems facing the state sector 
have now become so pressing 
that stronger measures\are . 
dearly required if GnnaVre- 
form programme is to press 
ahead. 

“I we allow firms to lay off 
excess workers, the contra- 
% dictions that have been . 

thrown up by enterprise re- 
form will be reduced.” Mr. 
7hn said. 

China's aiting state firms 
have urged the government 
to allow them to dismiss 20 
per cent of their workers, 
blaming lack of control over 
personnel and funding shor- 
tages for their problems. 

The Economic Daily said 
that nearly 79 per cent of the 
1.272 state enterprises ques- 
tioned in a recent State Sta- 
tistical Bureau survey said it 
remained too difficult to de- 
cide personnel matters inde- 
pendently and to lay off 
armies to surplus workers, 
the report said. The firms 
have had the theoretical right 
to take such personnel deci- 
sions since the 1980s. 

The cmerpraes said they 
only dismissed workers in ex- 
ceptional circumstances, and 
m such eases the victims and 
their families often demons- 
triced outside the facto ty 
gates or the director's house 
and were frequently sup- 
ported by the unit's official 
union or party committee. 

“Surohe labour is one of 


the main reasons for the poor 
efficiency of enterprises, the 
report said, citing the views 
of the firms survey** be- 
tween April and August- 
"At present, the govern- 
ment does not have to create 
any more special conditions 


just allows to cut ineir wws 
forces by 20 per cent, then 
they will do very well. A cut 
of 30 per cent would be even 
better.'* it said. 

Aout one quarter of the 
fosSrinaking sector's 103 mil- 
lion workers are estimated to 
be surplus, but the govern- 
ment has shied away from 
allowing large-scale dismis- 
sals for fear that soaring un- 
employment — with only a 
fledgling welfare net — wwno 
lead* to unrest. 

Among the surveyed firms 
other major grips were severe 
shortages for working capital 
and rapid increases in debts. 

Nearly three quarters said 
their' capital was insufficient 
, White 80 per cent said the 
debt burden had become 
heavier in recent years, the 
survey showed, adding that 
stighify over four per cent 
bad experienced a decline in 
debts. 

Fears that funding shor- 
tages may cause enterprises 
to go under has forced the 


of the enterprises rely on 
state subsidies for survival. 

The sector's losses are esti- 
mated at least 30 billion yuan 
($3.5 billion) a year. 

The surveyed enterprises 
were located in 13 cities or 
provinces tuid included 434 
large-scale firms. 641 
medium-scale and 129 small- 
scale, the report said. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY. DECEMBER 19. 1994 
By Thomas S Ptorson. Astrofoger. Carrott Rtghtor ftumdatioo 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You need non information atom 
how hen to get aratancc from friends. Get your practical affairs m 
better order whi te steering; dear of a progtesHve vtaomuy who goes 
way over budget- - 

ARSES: (March 2i ao April 19) jLct a hjghcMip nabe your 
ca p ab tfifr ts and don't burden younerr with new responsibilities, Gci 
outside duties handled very well. j 

| TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Don't permit a partner to limit you 
in some worthwhile enterprise. Be more aware of the opportunities 
open up to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You feel hemmed in by tasks, but if 
you concentrate on the profits to be made, you can ‘soon be very 
active and enthused. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You cannot afford to take 
on all the expense of entertainment, so it would be wise to go dutch 
treat for an your associates. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get busy at outside duties you have 
prosmised to perform and get away from confining conditions at 
home which restrict your progress' 



LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Although you may feel 
financially inadequate, be happy within the bosom of your family. 
Tiy to get a bigwig to visit you and get suggestions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You feel stalemated so go 
out and see another person who is cheerful and let it rub off on you 
so you can have a very pleasant visit. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) If you get into 
financial affaire from a new angle, you get better results now. A 
monetary expert can give you excellent advice. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Keep busy at whatever 
is practical and see your friends some other time, since thev could be 
out of sorts today and not be complacent. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Do nothing which could 
nun your standing within the community in which vou reside. Have a 
delightful time with kin and friends. 

F2SCES: (February 20 to March 20) You have an influential friend 
who can assist you at this time, so contact him or her early. Be more 
concerned with personal aims in the evening. 

Birthstone of December: Turquoise - Zircon 
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U.S. , Pakistan sign $2. 5b energy deals 
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Business in 
Kuwait 
depends on 
Jordanians, 
Palestinians 


■trir The. announcement in 
Kuwait about the cancella- 
tion of the high salary condi- 
tion foe an expatriate to bring 
his family to the emirate is 
seen as a step forward to 
open the door wider for 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
workers to return to Kuwait. 
A private study in the emi- 
*rate has meanwhile pointed 
out that the return of Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian workers 
was die cornerstone for re- 
newed commercial activity in 
Kuwait because the two com- 
munities have higher con- 
sumption and are bigger 
spenders than other com- 
munities which had a very 
limited role in reviving the. 
commercial activity. Furth- 
ermore, a report by the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior 
has revealed that the Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians bad a 
ptnore positive effect on the 

- emirate’s social level as they 
^weie the least of the com- 

unities there to have been 
: involved in criminal activi- 

- ties,. As such, the only re- 
■ maiming step towards allow- 
ing die . return of Jordanian 
and Palestinian workers to 
.Kuwait is a political decision, 
especially after having pre- 
pared die Kuwaiti people to 
accept their return following, 
widespread rejection of them 
in previous years (Al 
Aswaq): 


ISLAMABAD (R) — U.S. 
and Pakistani companies 
signed 18 deals Saturday 
amounting to S2.5 billion of 
investment in Pakistan’s 
energy and petroleum sec- 
tors. 

Memorandums of under- 
standing were signed at a 
special ceremony in Islama- 
bad after six days of talks 
between U.S. and Pakistani 
firms. 

U.S. Deputy Energy 
Secretary William White, 
who led a U.S. business de- 
legation, hailed the signing m 
a speech as another impor- 
tant milestone in the con- 
tinuing development pf_ a 
U.S. -Pakistani energy part- 
nership. 

Four agreements : worth 
more than $2 billion were for 
power generation projects, 
four worth $425 million re- 
lated to energy efficiency and 
renewable energy technolo- 
gy, and 10 worth $S8 million 
were for oil and gas - conces- 
sions. 


■ “These agreements reflect 
the -interest of the private* 
industry in America — and. 
the interest of the govern- 
ment of the United States — • 
in expanding business ties 
with Pakistan,” said Mr. 
Whit e, who praised Pakistan 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to’s government few its invest- 
ment incentives. 

Mr. White’s visit followed 
one by U.S. Energy Secret- 


mineral exploration. 


The four power generation 
projects worth $2,018 milHc 


ary Hazel O’Leary in Septem- 
U.S. businessmen 


ber when 

signed energy deals amount- 
ing to $4 billion. 

Mr. Whitt told a news con- 
ference that the agreements 
would take years to be fully 
implemented but said some 
ground-breaking would begin 
next year. 


projects worth $2,018 million 
signed Saturday, include 
coal-fired and gas-fired sta- 
tions, a U.S. statement said. 
The participating U.S. com- 
panies are Altem Inc., 
American United Machinery 
Leesburg Financial and BBI. 

Of the $425 million pro- 
jects, two involve wind gen- 
eration, one hydro and one 
energy efficiency, with U.S. 
companies including 
Keoetech. Omega Zond, 
Synergies and Condyne. 

- The 10 deals in oil and £as 
concessions worth $58 million 
“rang from seismic opera- 


tions to the construction of an 
LPG (liquefied petroleum 
gas) terminal," the statement 
added. 

U.S. companies partnering 
Pakistani firms in those pro- 
jects included Union Texas 
Pakistan, Ocddential Pet- 
roleum, Ferrellgas North 
America, Veco, and Im- 
proved Petroleum Recovery 
International. 

In addition to the 18 deals, 
the United Suites and Pakis- 
tani ministers signed five bi- 
lateral agreements involving 
hydrocarbon research, re- 
newable energy resources 
and energy conservation, the 
statement said. 


Organised crime is main 


threat to business — study 


LONDON (R) — Fraud is 
turning into a greater threat 
to international business than 
terrorism, consultants Con- 
trol Risks Group said Mon- 
day. 

“While political instability, 
nationalism and religious ex- 
tremism will continue to dis- 
rupt business in 1995, orga- 
nised crime is the most perva- 
sive and sophisticated threat 
business will face next year,” 
said a study in the group’s 
Business Security Outlook. 

The report said the threat 


of organised crime is growing 
because of several factors. 


The globalisation of business 
is leading to a globalisation of 
organised crime and crimin-. 


als have increasingly sophisti- 
cated technology available to 


Pakistan Petroleum and 
Natural Resources Minister 
Anwar Saifullab said Islama- 
bad would soon announce 
new policies to encourage 
foreign investment in hydro- 
electric power generation and 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


in cooperation wfth 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(December 12 - December 16, 1994) 
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AMMAN — The dollar depredated against die mark at the 
end of last week, while rising slightly against the yen and 
stabilising against sterling.. It ended the week 0.27 per cent 
lower against the marie and 0.15 per cent higher against the 
yen. 

The U.S. unit retreated against other major currencies 
Monday, in view of a report published by the New York 
Times. The report suggested that the Fed might postpone its 
monetary tightening from Dec. 20th, its next Federal Open 
Market Committee meeting, to the end of January or early 
February 1995. Meanwhile, reports indicated that attempts 
by the U.S. Congress.' with the majority Republicans, to 
reduce taxes put a downward pressure on the dollar, since 


| such a reduction might lead to a higher U.S. budget deficit. 

narkTtiesday, 


The dollar continued its decline against them 
while rising against die yen and steiiing. It foil against the 
mark in' view of the mark’s rise against other major 
European currencies in cross trading, which occurred after 
news of political' instability in some major European 


☆☆The World Bank mid the 
U.S. will reportedly parties 
pate- in _ financing -the~ $500 
million Red Sea Dead Sea. J 

☆☆ Gas accounts for 18 per 
cent of the fuel used to gener- 
ate electricity (Sawt Al 
Shaab). _ 


capitals. The mark rose against die Italian fire in view of 
investigations over bribery charges against the Italian prime 
minister. It also rose against the French franc after a leading 
candidate for French presidential elections. Mr. Delors, said 
that he is not entering the next elections. 

The U.S. unit .retreated mpdestly against the mark and 
sterling Wednesday, while stabilising against the yen. It 
declined on continued mark's rise against other major 
European currencies, which came on the back of continued 




political instability in France and Italy 
^The dollar’ jose^ ^arply^against the, mark: and slightly 
^gednst’ffic yeii ‘tliinsday .Reports indicated.' that trading was! 
slow In View of market, participants Tduatance to take fires# 
positions ahead of- the Christmas holiday. 

The U.S. unit rose modestly against major European 
currencies Friday, while retreating slightly against the yen. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5728 marks, 
100.23 yen at $1.5605 to sterling. 


☆☆ The Social Security Cor- 
poration has issued a report 
nvering the activities mid 
ichievetaents of the corpora- 
tion during 1993. The report, 
the sixth of ltind land, .re- 
views the economic situation 
je tween 1989 and 1993 and 
ixanrines population, work- 
force, tourism activity and 
lie corporation’s invest- 
ments. The report also de- 
scribes the corporation’s 
unctions with relations to the 
nstitutions and people 
associated with its objectives 
,’Sawt Al Shaab). 


Currency 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Murk 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Close 


1.5600 


1.5770 


1.3360 


5.4165 


700.08 


16/12/94 

Close 


1.5605 


1.57?* 


1.3329 


5.4255 


100.23 


Percent 

Change 


0.03 * 


0.27 % 


0.23 1 


10.1311 


10.751* 


CSD ftr STG 


fr* The Agricultural 
Marketing ana Processing 
Company (AMPCO) has 
touted to accept contracts 
from farmers who seek to 
supply the ' company with 
tomatoes for industrial pro- 
cessing during the next sea- 
son. According to AMPCO’s 
general manager, the com- 
pany will be adopting a free 
pricing policy whereby it 
would pay the farmers 
according to quality and on 
pure' commercial basis (Al 

■ .☆ A study by the Royal 
Scientific Society has con- 
ducted that the quality con- 
trol level for both of the 
metal can and the food pro- 
duct inride it (the can) was 
low, thereby negatively 
affecting 'die quality of the 
product' and its suitability for 
numan consumption in addi- 
tion to affecting the capabil- 
ity of attracting foreign mar- 
ket interests {Al Aswaq). 
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French Franc 
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5.S4 


£J0_ 


3.6i 


5.37 


2.21 


1-Year (%) 


7.43 


7.59 


ill 


4.6* 


6.56 


2.59 
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IX/72/7994 


☆☆ The Cabinet has agreed 
to guarantee a JD 20 million 
Housing Bank loan to the 
teachers’ housing fund. In 
implementation of a Royal 
directive, the government 
will cover the interest on the 
loan. It is expected that be- 
tween 1,000 and 1500 
teachers will benefit from this 
decision for a period ranging 
between .two and three years 
(Al Dustour). 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Belgian Franc 


Bid 


0.7020 


1.0953 


0.4461 


0.S2SS 


0. 7294 


0.6992 


0.39*0 


0.0422 


Offer 


0.1040 


i . root 


0.44*3 


0.5297 


0. 1300 


0.7027 


0.4000 


0.0430 


*☆ The Council of Ministers 
has agreed to exempt travel 
and tourism offices from the. 
seven per cent sales tax im- 
posed last June on tourism 
services because such a rax 
will benefit foreign countries 
'"ms at the ex- 


competitor. — — 
pf.ise of the treasury and 
local operators (Al Dustour) 
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COMPACT'S BAKE 


JORDAN MATXORAL BABK 


LMliUHTIMlT- DZVKLOPKCTT BABK 
IBB BOOSING BABK 


JORDAN COLT UBZ 

ARAB JORDAB XNVKSnfCTT BABK 

JORDAB ISLAMIC BARK 

OCT CM BABK POR SAVINS C IHVUTMKHT 

wit slmal SAVxnaazav as TH awT tor boosing 

MMI BARK FOR XBVBCTMBHT 
FHTLADKLPHX& I BVESTMEB T BARK. 

JOROACTAR KXCTRIC POHXR 
JORDANIAN ZLKCntZC POWER /KEN 
OCT TED wmwT.u EAST 6 


ASTAMGPEP CGRST. MATERIAL HAKOIACTOKCMS 
XSB JCRDAH CEMECT FACTORIES 
JORDAV PHOSPHATE MTnM 
THE ARAB POTASH/CT* 


ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
SAPXA XBDUSTRXSS 

ARAB mVESTMEET A mRMAXIGRAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUCTRUM IHD0STRX 
LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CORVERTIMO 6 TRAD IRQ 
■ATI ORAL STEEL I RDUB T EI 

rw muMU TK* 


UCTVERSAL CHEMICAL IE P CB TRXES 
JORDAB IBD OS T RIE S 6 MATCH/ JTKCO 
JORDAB 8ULPSO-CHSHICALS 
ARAB CEET1R FOR PHARH. 6 CHEMICALS 


JORDAB XHDDSTCTAL RESOURCES CO. 
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JD 
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69,875 

184.000 
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3,932 

17,402 

4.430 

4.420' 

750 

2,858 

3. BOO 

3.810 

6,000 

17,SS0 

2.980 

2.980 
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3,603 

5.550 

5.550 

3,363 

10,120 

3.010 

3.010 

1,650 

2,706 
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1.640 

250 
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3.680 

3.700 

3,150 
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3.670 

3.630 

200 

1,000 

5.000 

5.000 

550 

1,751 

3.200 

3.180 
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15,048 
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1.520 

600 

1,022 

1.680 

1.710 

4,576 

7,062 

1.550 

1.550 

2,050 

3,096 

1.510 

1.510 

6,100 

14,945 

2.470 

2.450 

1,000 

1,260 

1.280 

1.260 

5,210 

15,207 

2.920 

2.920 

100 

267 

2.650 

2.670 

300 

1,500 

5.200 

5.000 

33 

305 

9.240 

9.240 

7,000 

39,013 

5.500 

5.600 

4,300 

11,610 

2.720 

2.700 

250 

253 

1.000 

1.010 

50 

348 

6.950 

6.950 

7,600 

7,144 

0.940 

0.940 

450 

626 

1.390 

1.390 

550 

2,327 

4.280 

4.230 

3,250 

5,038 

1.560 

1.550 

300 

1,350 

4.610 

4.500 

5,250 

4,463 

0.850 

0.850 

1,100 

2,200 

2.020 

2.000 

1,135 

3,131 

2.780 

2.760 

1,500 

6,289 

4.210 

4.190 

5,100 

13,566 

2.680 

2.650 

aa,729 

297,220 
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them. 

Jobless guenillas seeking 
alternative employment in 
criminal groups and disen- 
chanted youths turning to 
crime now that left-wing 
ideology has gone out of 
fashion were other factors 
cited by the study. 

“The threat of crime is set 
to become a key item on 
board meeting agendas," said 
Nigel Churton, managing 
director of Control Risks 
Group. 

A survey of British 
businesses published in the 
Business Security Outlook 


showed that Russia, Nigeria, 
Egypt and China were consi- 
dered the most risky places to 
do business. 

But Christopher Grose, 
director of Control Risks In- 
formation Services, said the 
risks of Egypt were overesti- 
mated. 

“While we would agree 
with business about the ex- 
tent of the risks in Russia, 
Nigeria and China, 
businesses overestimate the 
Threat in Egypt. In fact aside 
from a few isolated attacks on 
tourists in 1994. Egypt pre- 
sents an excellent opportun- 
ity for investment,’’ he said. 

The Control Risks Group 
also published its predictions 
for 1995. forecasting a civil' 
war in Algeria and peace' 
treaties between Israel and 
the Lebanon and Syria. 


Indian military enters 
civilian auto market 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Af- 
ter three years of economic 
reforms, the market bug has 
even bitten the Indian milit- 
ary. 

The Ordnance Factory 
Board has become the first 
defence establishment to en- 
ter the civilian market by 
announcing that the Jonga, in 
army all-terrain vehicle, 
would be available is auto- 
mobile showrooms shortly. 

And products ranging from 
designer shirts and leather 
jackets to detergents and 
steel castings could be next in 
line to hit store shelves car- 
rying a “made by the milit- 
ary’’ label, according to 
Board officials. 


Board chief Jagdish Chan- 
dra described the foray into 
the consumer market battleg- 
round as a bid by the orga- 
nisation to diversify its pro- 
duct range and customer 
base. 

Newspaper advertisements 
told "people who play with 


power” that the army work- ■ 
horse had been restyled for 
city roads after serving the 
military in mountains, jung- 
les and deserts. 

“The army doesn't move, 
without it. Nor will you,” 
proclaimed the advertise- 
ment promising a "perform-. 
ance beyond the call of. 
duty.” 

The Jonga’s debut in the 
expanding automobile mar- 
ket is in line with a govern-, 
ment decision to use the ex- 
cess capacity of defence fac- 
tories for commercial produc- 
tion. 

It comes three years after 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao launched reforms 
putting India on the road to a 
free market economy after 
decades of socialist-style in- 
sulation. 

In keeping with the liber- 
alisation, the government 
threw hitherto off-limits 
military laboratories open to 
industry for research into 
new technologies. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vOes| 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many Eatings of I 
villas, flats, and bidding lots 


Commercial and 
— residential 
For more delate calk . 

Abdoun RmI Estate 
TeL 81 0605/BI 0609 
810520 
Fax: 810820 


-J A SECURE 


IFLA.T.OTKL 

| gwtftyh | 




^■ssctnmY 

^HOSmAUTY 


jjWLmrnU 


863944 - 816690 


Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 




i i 1 HG«)0 

At 7 urzno 



ADDSHQE 

ICEATOB 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 PM 
Except Tuesday dosed 

ing 



A Merer of DefidouB Snacks 
TeL 686211 Fax. 817779 
Mddta East Hotel - Shmejunl 




Pizza 

Pasta 

Cxotic Sandwiches 



CHEN'S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk | 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo . 
Supermarket 

Monogollan Barbeque for I 


Lunch Friday only 
l: 818214 


Tel: 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Opm daBy I2&9 - 3$0pja. \ 

Air Conditioned Hall 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahfyyah . Girls . Schools 


Opes daily 12:00-3*30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 
Tel.: 638968 


SZECHWAN 6ARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Opt* IIJ0-33C*&SD- 


Take awap H awaJUUm 


Shat AMrab Straat 
Urn UfoWi Oammu af Cam 


TeU 861174 

^ 8au Tasted MwstfXUiad-, 


& 




GiNEW. 


MiNG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 

8:30 - 11:30 pjrt . 
re/.; 861838 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professoral Quality in 

1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour film at 
our shop, and gefc- 


• JUMBO pboti 


• Prom 

20 x 30 cm 


S hm e fc a n i * Opp. Griucfiays 
L Phone: 604042 


Bank. 

Snefieh tel: 823891 


SELECT I IOTEI 


• Superior Hotel Services for 
Business men & Families &.its 


NeGrEsCo BaR 


• Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


.hilvtl \! Wchik-h.. 



The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! "# 


uut fa*. • 

V. offerdabjs prices 


'.iImI - In si t: ire If 

IK \(,> I MIIASS'S 

I I I..: 654205 


Restaurant 
Italian - Med Cuisine 

.Svve'fr/eh - 86394*1 






863944 


vis. a. vis 


FORPMvnas& 
SPECIAL NMCT10NS 
OpM Dally 
DN c o Thnrwtoyi 
Bmn-t-HoasDmBy 



For Your Stay in Am 

I Quality FUmhhed Ha 


|man 

Flats! 



Ona and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th difCls 


674^L-67^§| 


i:, jUiUJ A 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
fie Apartments 
In Amman . 



diis {:!f;rise ‘ual! 


REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 

Fax. 864231 





Tel .-692505, 891146/61 116 
Fax: 699080 , WadAl-TelSt 
Abu Hart commeretal cantor 
Second door 
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Spain trounce Belgium in Euro soccer Gatien wins table tennis World Cup final 

1 O ■ ... _ .... oimn S^t'ausc \ was afraid 


BRUSSELS ( AP) — Midfiel- 
der Luis Enrique Martinet 
broke down the Belgian de- 
fence to lead Spain to a 4-1 
win Saturday and extend its 
perfect record in European 
Championship qualifying 
Group 2. 

After striker Marc Degryse 
gave Belgium an early lead, 
Spain rallied on a goal by 
Fernando Hierro, a penalty 
by Donato and a counterat- 
tack, goal by Julio Salinas. 

After setting up the vital 
first two goals with sterling 
play on the right wing. Luis 
Enrique scored the last goal 
on a run through the centre 
with two minutes left. 

"What a beating.” Degryse 
said. 

The loss before a sellout 
crowd of 27,000 at the Van- 
den Stock Stadium seriously 
dented Belgium's chances to 
qualify for the 1996 finals in 


England." 

Spain now leads Group 2 
with the maximum 12 points 
out of four games, ahead of 
Macedonia with five points. 
Cyprus and Belgium have four 
points out of four games and 
defending European Cham- 
pion Denmark has four out of 
three games. Armenia has 
one point. Two qualify for 
the finals. 

“We’d better Stan working 
to the World Cup in 1989," 
said Belgian midfielder 
Lorenzo Staelens. 

In the match. Belgium im-’ 
mediately put the Spaniards 
under pressure, and it soon 
paid off. 

Newcomer Gilles de Bilde 
made a deep run on the left 
and played the ball into the 
centre "from the sideline. 
Miguel Angel Nadal miscued 
his clearance, allowing De- 


gryse to score high into the 
net from 12 yards. 

But soon Spanish class be- 
gan to tell. Slowly they 
gained control of midfield 
and, especially over the right 
wing, pressure increased. 

Luis Enrique Martinez 
dominated the right wing, 
and forced two good saves off 
Michael Preud’Homme 
around the half hour, on the 
second save however, the ball 
rebounded to Hierro. 

With his back to the goal. 
Hierro started juggling the 
ball in the air. turned, 
breezed past a line of Belgian 
defenders and curled the ball 
past Preud’Homme in the 
right corner. — 

Luis Enrique again made 
the difference on the second 
goal in the 57th minute. He 
faked left, right, swept past 
Rudi Smidts. drew three de- 
fenders to him in the middle 


before giving a perfect, pass 
to Jolen Guerrero. who was 
promptly fouled by Philippe 
Albert. 

Donato easily converted 
the penalty. 

Spanish coach Javier 
Gemente immediately put an 
extra defender on. but Sali- 
nas was still able to continue 
the pressure. Left open in the 
centre, he beat Preud’Hom- 
me with a right-foot drive in 
the 68th minute. 

Luis Enrique outran the 
defense a last time to con- 
clude the drubbing in the 
SSth minute. 

Blegium came into the 
game with mo of its biggest 
stars missing through injury 
— playmaker Enzo Sdfo and 
central defender Georges 
Grun. Spanish midfielder 
Joser Luis Canimero was 
sidelined with a groin injury. 


49ers’ Young breaks Montana’s 
record of season touchdown passes 


SAN “FRANCISCO (R) — 49ers to a 42-19 rout of the playoffs on Saturday with 

Steve Young threw for 350 Denver Broncos as San Fran- their 10th consecutive win. 

yards and three touchdowns cisco clinched home-field Ricky Watters caught two 

to lead the high-powered advantage throughout the of Young’s scoring passes and 


— ^ Carmel Advertising Company 

has the honour to invite'you to appreciate 

* ‘94 Selections of Arab Plastic Arts ” 

at Jericho Hall - Amra Hotel 
from 1U a.m. to 10 p.m, Monday, Dec. 19,1994. 

The exhibition 'Arab Plastic Art Selections’ is in honour of 
the memory of the«iate Syrian artist Alfred Hatmal. and offers 
for your pleasure selected contributions by: 

Fa’iq Hassan. Ismael AL Shuikhali; Sa'di Al ka'ni. 
Farcuq Hassan. Hassan Abd Alwan. Amer Al 
Obaidi. Mahoud Ahmad. Salem Al Dubbagh. 

Sa::ar Ka woosh. Shaddad Alxielqahhar. Jawad 
A- 4.ucaicl; 

Jordan : Idris AJ jarrah. Jala I Oreiqar. Hafiz Qas.sK Riham 
G/.assib. Omar Hamdan. Dr. Kamel Qa'bur. Yousef 
Badcia’.vy 

Kindly Join us in paying tribute to the memory of a ttreat Arab 
artist, and cherish she creative craft of several living ones 

> r ::: *>re information please call : 6^4529 
or Amra Hotel : 815071 


ran for a touchdown and Wil- 
liam Floyd ran for two more 
TDs as the 49ere ran then 
record to a league-best 13-2. 

A host of 49ers offensive 
records were equalled or bet- 
tered with the pummeling of 
the Broncos that virtually eli- 
minated Denver (7-8) from 
playoff contention. 

Young, who completed 20 
of 29 passes, broke Joe Mon- 
tana’s 1989 team record of 31 
touchdown passes in a season 
with his first scoring strike of 
the dav. His fifth game of ar 
least 300 yards passing this 
season tied a dub record set 
four times by Montana. 

During the 49ers* winning 
streak. Young has thrown 25 
touchdown passes. 

With one game left in the 
regular season, the 49ers 
have scored a team- record 
491 points and lied a dub 
mark with their 64th touch- 
down of die season. 

Jerry Rice, who caught 
nine passes for 121 yards, 
improved his season totals to 
107 receptions for a league- 
high 1.466 yards. He broke 
his own single-season dub 
mark of 100 receptions set in 
1990. becoming only the 
second player in NFL history 
to record two seasons of at 
least 100 receptions. 

The Niners wasted little 
time, jumping out to a H-0 
lead in. die first 5:46 of the 
game and they led 21-0 be- 
fore Denver managed the 
first of two second-quarter 
field goals. 



Furnished Flat For Rent 


Located behind Zaijrcni Palace m Jabal Amman. Second floor 
apartment ixrft/r deluxe frtntjture. Comprised of two bedrooms, 
two fwtfrroowts, large [ruing room & tiro ta/amies. InitejmtoHt 
tefepkrnfi (me & bMCm0. 

For information call: 694494 


LAND-ROVER DISCOVERY FOR SALE" 
(Duty Unpaid) 

1993 model, 5 door, V8-i engine, white colour, light brown 
upholstery, automatic transmission, electric windows, 
remote control central lock, 5 alloys, two A/C's (front & 
rear), SONY digital stereo.... etc. (Almost al! options). 

Interested please call (813928) from (9:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m.) & (3:00-6:00 p.m.) 


FOR RENtj^eJUii^JU 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

☆ One bedroom living room K & 9. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667862/842351 


AL SAF1R SHOWROOM 

Snooker, Billiards of standard sizes. 


made of wood. 

Competitive 

prices. 

Customers are 
kindly requested 
to call us to make 
the necessary 
maintenance. 


Umm Al Summaq Al Shamall (Northern Um Al Summaq), 
Awad Nuelmat Market, TeL 824048 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms. lounge with telephone, 
separate central heating, first floor. Fourth 
Circle. 

Cali TeL 613377 


CAR FOR SALE - DUTY UNPAID 

Mitsubishi Galant (Super Saloon) 1989 
accessories include: A/C, 

■sun roof, stereo radio/cassette 

Contact: Tel. No. 622787 
(Between 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


FOR RENT 
IN SHME1SAN1 

A ground floor of a 2 floor villa, 327m 2 , 3 
bedrooms, 1 master built-in cabines, 3 bath- 
rooms, open space for 2 salons & dining, sitting 
room with built-in library, separate entrance & 
garden (Te(). 

Please call 693303 


VORTEC 
S HIGH TECH 


MERRY XMAS SPECIAL HAPP v ' W TEAR 

OFFERS WITH THE 
NEW CUSTOM DUTIES 
TO CHECK IT OUT ' CONTACT 


Saifi & Sari Electronics Est. 

Mekka St. - Jawharat Mekka Bldg 

Telefax : 861439 


TAIPEI (R) — Frenchman Jcan-Philippe Gatien fought 
back after losing the first two games 10 heat world number 
otic Jean-MrcheJ Saxve of Beg! rum in the World Clip table 
tennis final Sunday. 

Gatien triumphed 17-21 1 5-21 21-18 26-24 21-19 in a 
repeat of las: year's, world championship final in Gothen- 
burg. Sweden, where the Frenchman beat Safre in ■five"’ 
games. 

• Saive made an impressive start to the final here but 
during the crucial third game he slipped on the greasy floor 
and needed medical attention on court from a doctor and 
nurse. 

The Belgian played on but tost the third game and then 
went down in two naif-biting tussles in the fourth and fifth. 

’They wiped the table but they didn’t wipe the floor. If 
was slippery (with sweat),” Saive said. 


‘■1 lost some balls in the fourth game * f thfa/* 

of slipping, but I didn’t loose (the match 1 Nn.au sc 

he added. ■ 

World number seven Galicn’s success a 

victories over higher ranked players. He OmaS 
Jan-Ove Waldner. ranked two. m ibe ^nufinal and C7nn*$ 
Wang Tao. ranked three, in the quaner-f»n<»i • f __ 

Gatien said: ”1 was a little surprised 
2-0 down. My concentration was the key and 1 played wefl 

on important points." 

Gatien said his backhand, usually a • c™* 

ness, worked well, while Ss«vc said hi% returns ot serve 

were a little off form. . , _.,, c 

The Frenchman won S32.000 of the total SUtf-OOfl pW 

money. 


Forest 

shatter 

United 

Record 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Blackburn extended their 
lead at the top of the En- 
glish Premiership on Satur- 
day despite being held to a 
goalless draw at lowly 
Leicester as Manchester 
United's unbeaten home 
record in die league was 
brought to an end by Not- 
tingham Forest. 

Sian CoHvroore — re- 
portedly a transfer target 
tor United — and former 
England captain Stuart 
Pearce did the damage in a 
2-1 Forest victory that en- 
ded United’s nm of 12 con- 
secutive home dean sheets. 

The goals were the first 
that the champions have 
conceded at Old Trafford 
in 1.100 minutes of play 
since April. 

Collymorc scored his 
second' goal against the 
Reds this season to ’ give 
Forest the lead after 35 
minutes wuh a superb 20- 
vard shot 



J overt us’ Roberto Baggio (right) holds the during the crrtmooy to which he wtf BUM 
award, which was presented to him by Spanish the “best European Soccer Vtojtr” (Aff 
sports journalist Jose Maria Carrie (left ) photo) 


Jordan TKyms 

Tel: 667171 



SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Located at Um Uthainah Al Janoubi. near Habibeh 
supermarket Abu Nowas street. Ground floor consisting of 
3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, large salon (European-styte). 
200 square metres area with garage, garden. 

Call the owner Fuad Abu Zer. Rent to be paid 
annually. Call tel. 675595 


FOR RENT 

IDEAL FOR DIPLOMATIC MISSION 
SENIOR EMBASSY STAFF 

Location: Near the U.S. Embassy. 

Brand new, semi-villa, very luxurious, spacious. 625 sq. 
metres, very well insulated roof and walls. Italian marble in 
salon. All four bedrooms are master, with private bath- 
rooms (Jacob Delator?). Great views. Adjoining semi-villa 
rented to senior embassy staff. 

Contact owner directly at: 816154, Fax: 821711 



Capturing Christmas spirit 
with Santa at Alahlia-Abela 

Sama arrived in Jordan bringfcg with him joy And pteaturc 
for many children, even mote to the child who wwr ihb 
British Airways ticket for two f or hi mself and h» mother to 
travcrdoBrihsh Airways that tflSTintfudes four nights Stay 
at Hotel Intercontinental London. 

The draw was held at Alahlia-Abela Superstore which since 
the beginning was involved with the preparation for the 
Christmas spirit and brought Santa all the way from 
Finland jointly with British Airways. Pepsi and Hotel 
Intercontinental. They had Santa in Alahka-Abcla for a 
photo shoot with the children and presented them with gifts 
and received their drawings on Jordan. 

Santa was also present at Alahlia-Abela on Thursday 
15.12.94 and drew the numbers for the lucky winners. 
Despite that AlahKa-AbcIa did not stop at that but was 
very extensive where they have decorated the second floor 
with Christinas decorations that made the place look 
sensational giving a real atmosphere for Christmas while 
buying your Christmas gifts for your loved ones. They are 
even having a promotion on the second floor which is to 
buy your child a gift from the second floor and Santa will 
deliver it to your child personally on Christmas eve Free. 















for children 




Presents: A world famed 
movie picture worth 
watching: 

THE FUNTSTONES 

Shows 1230, 3:3 0, 6:15, 8 JO. 10-J0 


Cinema 


GaryBusey & 

— In 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


WARRIORS 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 5:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15, 10-J0 

CONCORD <2* 

Kim Basinger — In 

PIANO 

Stow. 3:15, SM p.m. only. 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ammoun theatkk 



will soon present 
Mousa Hijazin 
(SUM’AA) 

In the satirical political 
comedy: 

Hi Citizen 



Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Td.: 623,^5 

_ *M1AN THKATm 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al Salam Ya Sal* m 

Satu ^»y & Sunday fc a* 
theatre's holiday. 

English Sunday* 
December 11, i 8 . 
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Abu Qoura wins 
season- ending rally tour 


By Roof an Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After a steamy 
jstart on a cold December 
morning, Mohammad Abu 
Qoura and co-driver 
Burhan Abu Qoura drove 
their Mitsubishi GaJant to 
victory Friday in the 
Zanussi Rally Tour orga- 
nised by the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). 

Mu'taz A1 Masri and co- 
driver Mazen A1 Kotob in a 
Volvo 240 came in second, 
followed by Fans Bustami 
and Raed Wakileh in a 
Nissan 180 KGT in third 
place. 

The event was the last on 
RAO’s schedule for the 
season, 22 participants reg- 
istered, but only IS set off 
from the club’s headquar- 
ters at 9:45 a.m. driving a 
total distance of 300km on 
two stages to return to the 
starting point. 

At the start, Tarek Madi 
and co-driver Wisam Bakir 
in a Mitsubishi Galant 
GLX took the lead keeping 
Bassam Tarazi, Moutaz 
.Masri and Mohammad 
f Abu Qoura behind. 

Abu Qoura ' snatched 
the lead in the second stage 
to win first place with total 
penalties of 00:01:14. 

Mu'taz AI Masri took 
i second position from Bas- 
! sam Tarazi with total 


‘ penalties of 00:01:22. 

Bassam Tarazi finished 
sixth leaving third place to 
Fans Bustami and Raed 
Wakileh with total penal- 
ties of 00:01:34. 

Tarek Taba’a who led 
the season’s rally tour with- 
drew from the competition 
in the first stage. 

After this event RACJ 
ended Jordan’s autosports 
season by honouring the 
top drivers’ in the prize- 
giving ceremony when the 
final result of the rally tour 
were announced late Satur- 
day eveni ng. 

Here are the r ankings of 
Jordan’s Drivers Open 
Championship for the sea- 
son after Friday’s result: 

1) Bashar Bustami, (186 
points). 

2) Ahmad Danod (144.5 
^points) 

3> Fares Bustami (119.5 
points). 

• 4) Araar Hijazi (112 
.points). 

“The Rally Tours pro- 
vide a great opportunity for 
new drivers to enter the 
competition,” said Muneir 
Moasher, who participated 
with Aii AI Obeidi in a 
Nissan NX and finished 
10th. “We need more prac- 
tice and it is an unequal 
competition as same driv- 
ers own Tune masters' 
which can help them in 
their calculations,” he told 
the Jordan Times. 


CYCLING 1994 


Indurain, Lemond 
in opposite directions 


PARIS ( AP) — The first few 
days of December had the 
two cyclists that dominated 
the last six years heading in 
different directions. 

On Dec. 1. Miguel Indu- 
rain began his training for a 
record fifth consecutive Tour 
de France title. It's a tradi- 
tion for the Spaniard to get 
back on bis bike the first day 
of December, something he 
has done since 1984. 

A few days later Greg 
Lemond, who dominated the 
sport before Indurian rode to 
power, announced his retire- 
ment from competition. 
Since 1984 he has made his 

P resence felt in the Tour de 
ranee, whether by winning 
or dropping out. 

Lemond said he had a rare 
muscular disease, mitocho- 
ndrial myopathy, which sap- 
ped his strength the past 
three seasons. The 33-year- 
old American said he made 
his decision after considering 
the results of months of test- 
ing. 

Between them, Lemond 
and Indurian had won every 
Tour de France since 1989. 
At one time, Lemond had a 
record of three victories, a 
second and a third in his first 
six Tours de France. A 1987 
shooting accident kept him 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 

(nSM. Ti«n Marta Sanaa 

COMBINE THOSE CHANCES 
North-Sooth vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*9 6 

97 

•> A K J 9 7 4 

* 10 8 6 S 

WEST EAST 

*Q J 8 5 4 *732 

0 A 10 9 4 3 2? Q 8 6 
0 Q 8 6 3 2 

* Void * A 9 7 4 

SOUTH 

• AK10 
CKJ5 
0 10 5 
*KQ JB2 

The bidding 

Sooth. Wen. .North Bast 


1 NT 

Pass 


2 * 

Pus 


3 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Poor of 9 

This hand was dealt in a World 
Championship wtuh-h some years 
ago. One declarer succeeded in mak- 
ing the no-trump pwn> mu did not. 
In our opinion, naitlmr the 
beat Kile. 

West's two-dub overall showed 
the major suits. North’s jump to * 
three no trump without a stopper in 
either major was a weQ-reaaoned 
bid. Since Sooth held little or noth- 
ing in diamonds, the no-trump 
opening alwinag surely inrimM 

stoppers in both major suits. 

West led the fourth -best heart 
and declarer could not come to nine 
tricks without developing one of the 
;( ninon. At one table South decided 
" West probably the ace of <*tnha 


to intervene, so after winning the 
queen of hearts with the king at 
trick two, the king of dobs was led. 
East grabbed theses and reverted to 
hearts— down two. 

At the other table South chose to 
|H on the diamond Hare 
the diamond ten was run at trick 
two and all was well— nine tricks 
rams in. 

Both declarers were on the right 
track. However, they should have 
combined chances. We think declar- 
er should win the first trick and play 
on diamonds, but by "■■bmp the 
ace-king rather than hawfrmt every- 
thing on the finesse. If the queen 
drops, that's that. If her mqjesty 
does not appear, declarer falls back 
on clubs. The contract will if 
West has the ace because declarer 
still has a positional stopper in 
hearts.- 


sidelined for most of two 
seasons. He returned in 1989 
to win by eight seconds in the 
closest finish of the race's 
history. 

Lemond won again in 1990 
but he faltered while in the 
lead in 1991 and faded to 
seventh as Indurain won. 
Lemond never finished 
another Tour, dropping out 
in 1992 and 1994 while not 
starting in 1993. 

Indurain, meanwhile, has 
been winning his tours by 
larger margins every year 
since 1991. 

His dominance of this 
year's race came within a 
four-day period of this year's 
loop. One-by-one his past, 
present and. perhaps, future 
rivals dropped out. 

Italy’s Claudio Chiappucd 
and Gianni Bugno. who 
traded steps on the winner’s 
podium in 1991 and 1992,. 
went out. 

Tony Rominger of Switzer- 
land, who was mdurain’s big- 
gest challenger after a second 
in 1993. dropped out. An 
intestinal virus was the major 
reason but his morale was 
broken by not being able to 
keep up with Indurain. 

Lance Armstrong, who 
was expected to replace 
Lemond as the top American 
after his victory in the 1993 
world professional cham- 
pionships, also stopped, not 
wanting to test himself in the 



Miguel Indurain (left) and Gianni Bagno struggle up a climb 


mountains for the second 
consecutive year. 

Meanwhile Indurain kept 
riding on, making this year's 
race exciting only in the bat- 
tle for second place. Russian 
Piotr Ugrumov came in 
second this year but was far 
from Indurain's level. 

Another Russian, Yevgeny 
Berzin, won the Tour of Italy 
over Indurain but did not ride 
in the Tour de Frace. Howev- 
er many observers said that 
the Italian race was just pre- 


paration for Indurain. 

When the prestige is on the 
line, such as it is in the Tour 
de France, Indurain over- 
powers everyone, as he does 
in the time trials. 

Others may get the world 
titles, such as Luc Leblanc of 
France. Rominger may get 
the top ranking of the World 
Cycling Federation for the 
entire year as well as the 
world’s one-hour record and 
third consecutive Tour of 
Spain. 


But the one title they all 
want to win is the one that 
Indurain has had for the last 
four years. No one is betting 
against him at the moment in 
his drive for five. 

Bernard Hinault and Jac- 
ques Anqueti! of France and 
Eddy Merckx of Belgium 
each have five tour titles but 
not in consecutive years. 

Lemond could have joined 
them if he had stayed heal- 


thy. After his victory in 1990, 
few people were betting 
against him. 

However he declined in the 
following years but will be 
long remembered as the rider 
who made the United States 
notice European cycling. 

“Greg was the first, he 
went to a European sport and 
brought an American atti- 
tude and American personal- 
ity to it." Armstrong said. 


Nantes extend unbeaten run with away win 


PARIS (R) — French 
League leaders Nantes ex- 
tended their unbeaten run to 
22 matches by winning 2-0 at ' 
Caen Saturday to stay two 
points dear of Champions 
Paris St. Germain. 

The ambitious Paris dub, 
recovering after a tentative 
stan to the season, beat 
Strasbourg 1-0 with David 
Ginola scoring from the 
penalty spot after 35 minutes. 

The leagoe^ftow takes a 


* 


GET TOMORROW'S 
TECHNOLOGY 
AT TODAY'S PRICES. 


ompuier technology is advancing at a spectacular 
pace. Today’s system becomes obsolete before 
you really have the chance to use it. 

Investing in todays technology 
is a liability ... that could turn into an 
asset only if you can buy tomorrow's 
tedmology today. This is why we 
have just introduced the new 
Pentium Processor at -kft prices. 
From Dell comes OptiPlex 560/ 1 at a 
special launching price of 1,980 .ID. This high- 
performance processor combines speed, net- 
workability and expandability to meet your 
most demanding business applications. With a 
wider M-bit external data 
~ bus and faster processing 
speeds, this Pentium out- 
classes the -tSO processor in every way. 

Invest in the future today! Get the Pentium Processor from Dell now. only the price is obsolete. 

To kn .™ m. .re- jMu ihi- incredible offer, please call our Computer Department at 624907. 



"i. 




Processor 

Spaed 

Ram 

Hard Disk 
Diskette 
Cache 
Video 

Video Memory 
Expansion Slot* 
Por«* 

Monitor 


PENTIUM PROCESSOR 
60MHZ 
SMB 
340MB 
35’1,-hMB 
Standard 256KB 
J02-»X?o8, 256 Colors, 72 H 2 
1 MB Standard . 

Three: Two ISA. One FQ/ISA Shansi 

Two Serial, One Parallel, One Keyboard, One Mouse 

l-T SVGA 102-fi Color 




D6U 




SCIENTIFIC & MEDICAL SUPPLIES CO. 

Tel %2 ( b) 624907, Fax 962 > t> 1 628258 


break until January 7. Four 
days later youthful Nantes 
. and experienced PSG clash at 
the Parc D’es Princes in the 
capital. 

Names took the lead at 
Caen in the 24th minute 
thanks to Chadian striker 
Japhet N’Doram. Caen de- 
fender Emmanuel Rival put 
the- issue beyond doubt- by 
scoring an own goal under 
pressure from international 
Nicolas Ouedec in the 67th 
minute. 

“It was very important for 


us to win before the winter 
break and I’m particularly ' 
pleased by the way the team 
played tonight,'" Nantes 
technical director Robert 
Budzinslti said. 

“One would expect the 
players to be tired by they’re 
still going strong.” 

Paris looked sluggish 
against Strasbourg after ex- 
pending considerable energy 
on the European front. They 
won all their six Champions’ 
League matches to reach the 
European Cup quarter-finals 
in grand style. 


“We have played more 
matches than any other team 
and the players definitely 
need some holidays.” the 
Paris club’s deputy chairman 
Michel Denisot said. “But 
our. goal is still ro retain our 
tide and I really believe we 
can make it.” 

A goalless home drew 
against Bastia allowed Lyon 
to move up one place to third 
ahead of Cannes, who lost 
3-2 at Metz. 

Monaco, badly needing 
points to book a place in 
Europe, looked set to win at 


Auxerre after Youri Djor- 
kaeff scored twice in the first 
nine mintues. 

But Auxerre fought back 
in the second half to force a 
draw with goals by Moussa 
Sahib and Pascal Vahirua. 

Monaco, hampered by a 
string of injuries, are a dis- 
appointing 1 1th, IS points 
behind Nantes. 

Struggling Sochaux drop- 
ped to last place by losing 1-0 
at Lille. Caen and Montpel- 
lier are on 18 points alongside 
Sochaux but have a better 
goal difference. 
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Cane and lake 
Chn^somimsl 
uiih Smm in the lobby, 
fer you and your children 
from 4to6pjn.2sof 

December 17th - 24th. 







"I 8 Daily Carols 

Choir singing 
daily carols 
from 5 to 6 p.m. 
in the lobby as of 
December iSth- 241 
4 



From The 

Pastry Shop 

Order your Bu* 1 * de Noel. 
Ohnstmaa Cooties, 
and Chnsunas Des^e 115 ' 

Extension *f 2032 


Catch the Christmas spirit 
with candle lights and hoi drinks. 
A Delicious 
Christmas Eve Dinner 
utII be served plated 
at AL WAUMA and AL MANSAF 
for JD 15.000 h- 


Traditional 
Continental 
& Middle Eastern 
Salad Bar Market 
on our 

Christmas Day 
Lunch Buffet Menu is 
served at AL WALIMA 
and AL MANSAF 
for JD 13.500 



Celebrate 
New Year's Eve 
and have a 
Dinner Buffet 
at AL MANSAF 
Restaurant 
for JD 30.000 ++ 


HO HO HO... 

On December 19th 
from 4 to 6 p.m. 
a special party 
will be held for 
the children with 
Santa Claus 

and his gifts 

JD 7.000 inclusive 

Celebrations- ' 
continue wiih 

r a New Year's Morning: 

Early Breakfast; 

from 3 m toJOan. 
g rorJD6.90S.Tf 
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2 killed in 

Bahrain 

violence 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Two young Bahrainis were 
killed Sunday in dawn clashes 
in a Muslim Shiite village in 
the worst violence since riots 
erupted a week ago in the 
Gulf states, witnesses said. 

. Police for the first time 
used helicopters to try to 
break up the crowd In the 
village of Sanabes, west of 
Manama, and also fixed tear- 
gas and rubber bullets, the 
witnesses contacted by the 
AFP from Nicosia said. 

, Fighting also raged over- 
night in other Shiite villages, 
they said. “Inhabitants were 
DteraHy ordered to stay at 
home and lock the doors,' 1 
one witness said. 

‘ Tensions were also said to 
be running high in the capital 
Manama, where the riots 
erupted last Monday to de- 
mand the release of Shiite 
Muslim leader Sheikh Ali 
Salman. ^ 

Police vehicles were posted 
at the city’s strategic points, 
and especially near the hotel 
where the 15th summit of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) is due to open Mon- 
day. 

. Earlier Sunday, Bahrain 
for the first time admitted 
there were “troubles" in the 
country in which a policeman 
jiad been killed, others 
wounded and damage 
caused. 


- A statement from the In- 
terior Ministry acknowledged 
the rioters were deman chug 
the release of Sheikh Salman 
arrested after calling for the 
restoration of parliament 
which was dissolved in 1975. 

It added that security 
forces had the situation under 
control and would do every- 
thing to restore law and 
.order. 

And it blamed the violence 
on a plot engineered from 
abroad. 

- A London-based dissident 
group, the Bahrain Freedom 
Movement, said on Friday 
that hundreds had been 
arrested for demanding the 
recall of parliament and the 
release of political prisoners, 
j Official sources in Bahrain 
said the protests during this 
'..trek's Bahrain national day 
celebrations and ahead of 
Monday’s GCC summit here 
were limited and life and 
business in the island was 
unaffected. 

The authorities "are in 
control of the situation and 
will take the necessary mea- 
sures to bring bads order and secur- 
ity,” said the statement re- 
leased overnight by the offi- 
cial agency GNA and re- 
ceived in Dubai. 

. “From the start these inci- 
dents have not been spon- 
taneous but have been plan- 
ned and accompanied by a 
propaganda campaign from 
abroad,” it added. 

- According to the state- 
ment, the “troubles” broke 
out ou the same day as 
Sheikh Salman's arrest and 
have “continued almost dai- 
ly-” 

. Sheikh Salman who “re- 
turned two years ago from a 
long stay abroad” had bran 
arrested for his involvement 
in an incident in Manama in 
November. 

* “A group of individuals, 
including some who were 
masked and armed with 
batons attacked and threw 
stones at participants in an j 
annual marathon,” on Nov. 
25 in Manama, the statement 
said. 

Security forces intervened 
and two of their men were 
wounded while a vehicle was 
damaged. “The demonstra- 
tors were dispersed and 12 of 
them arrested,” it added. 

' In questioning Sheikh Sal- 
man “confirmed he had him- 
self planned” the incident. 
-.After his arrest “his assis- 
tants and supp o rters gathered 
In the (Shiite-Mnslun domin- 
ated) towns of Bilad AJ 
t>adim and A1 Khamis,” near 
Manama. 

_ “Armed with batons, 
stones and blunt instruments 
they threatened passers-by, 
Committing acts of vandal- 
ism, cutting oft roads and 
attacking security forces,” 
the statement added. 

1 “These incidents were re- 
peated almost daily, cansing 
a number of wounded among 
the police and material dam- 
age, the statement addetL^ 


Majali urges West to aid PNA 

Czech minister holds wide-ranging talks in Amman 


Princess Basma, Belgian 
deputy review interaction 
in women-related issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
on Sunday urged Western 
countries to provide the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) with the promised 
funds to help it establish and 
enhance its rule and build the 
required infrastructure for 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. 

Speaking at a meeting in 
his office with Czech Minister 
of Industry and Trade Vladi- 
mir Dlouhy, Dr. „ Majali 
noted that the-Wesf 'had 
promised to provide funds to 
the PNA not only to pay the 
salaries of its employees and 
police force but also to build 
infrastructure. 

He said the donors should 
also stop throwing suspicion 
on the PNA’s ability to hand- 
le the funds. 

The prime minister said 
Jordan was keen on promot- 
ing its cooperation with the 
Grech Republic. 

He also expressed Jordan's 
desire to enter trade agree- 
ments with the Czech Repub- 
lic and to increase the ex- 
changes of visits by officials 
and businessmen to discuss 
cooperation in developing 
agriculture and natural re- 
sources in Jordan. 

Dr. Dlouhy voiced his 
country's support for the 
Jordan-Israeli peace treaty, 
and said Jordan enjoys very 
good reputation worldwide 
making it eligible for invest- 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Republic (Petra photo) 
ments and the focus of atten- 
tion. 

The Czech official met la- 
ter with Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat 
and discussed prospects for 
joint Czech -Jordanian ven- 
tures in water resources. 

Mr. Irsheidat briefed the 
Czech official on irrigation 
and water projects in the 
Kingdom. 

Dr. Rima Khalaf, minister 
of industry and trade, met 
also with Dr. Dlouhi and a 




Majali on Sunday meets with a delegation from the Czech 


team accompanying him and 
discussed prospects for laun- 
ching joint industrial ven- 
tures like glass, home ap- 
pliances. and engineering in- 
dustries, and in tourism. 

Dr. Khalaf briefed the 
minister on Jordan's laws on 
encouraging investments in 
Jordan. 

The Czech minister also 
held a meeting with Agricul- 
ture Minister~Mansour Ben 
Tarif to discuss exchanges of 
agricultural tools and the sale 


of Jordanian produce to the 
Czech Republic in winter. 

Discussion over prospects 
for Czech-Jordanian coop- 
eration in energy related 
affairs were discussed by Dr. 
Dlouhy and the Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources. The two ministers 
explored the prospect of joint 
ventures to exploit oil shale 
which is found in abundance 
in the Kingdom and coopera- 
tion in geological studies. 


Definite agreements on cooperation 
next year, Czech minister says 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Czech Republic will enter 
agreements on trade, protec- 
tion of investment and taxa- 
tion next year, Czech Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade 
Vladimir Dlouhy said Sun- 
day. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence, Dr. Dlouhy described 
the talks be held with Minis- 
ter of Trade and Industry 
Rima Khalaf as “very pro- 
found” that produced “tangi- 
ble results." 

“Agreements on trade, 
mutual protection of invest- 
ment and avoidance of dou- 
ble taxation will be concluded 
next year," he said. 

Dr. Dlouhy, the first Czech 
government member to visit 
the Kingdom since Czechos- 
lovakia was split into two 
entities in 1991, said that his 


meetings here were “inten- 
sive and successful." 

In response to Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali's all for Western aid to 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) fset story 
above). Dr. Dlouhy said he 
hoped the Czech Republic 
would be able to provide 
support. 

“We hope to be involved in 
the co n struction of infrastruc- 
ture in the occupied territor- 
ies,” he said. 

Dr. Dlouhy said that he 
had come to Amman to im- 
prove Jordanian-Czech rela- 
tions and to promote the 
Czech Republic. 

On trade exchange, the ba- 
lance of which is currently in 
favour of the Czech Repub- 
lic, Dt. Dlouhy said: “Jorda- 
nian exports to the Czech 
Republic are low and all day I 
have been urging that the 
Jordanian private sector be 


encouraged to participate in 
joint ventures." 

In addition, he said, he 
hoped for increased exports 
of Jordanian produce to the 
republic and increased im- 
ports of Czech agricultural 
machinery to the kingdom. 

Dr. Dlouhv said that the 
Czech Republic recognised 
the issue erf water as impor- 
tant and strategic. He added 
that the Czech Republic is 
very active in the production 
of irrigation equipment. 

Regarding energy and in- 
dustry. he said that the Czech 
Republic had proposed ten- 
ders for power-generation 
projects, in particular the 
planned expansion m Aqaba 
and in general the further 
development of electricity 
producrion/network. 

“I believe that the tender 
bid for the Aqaba project will 
be successful,” Dr. Dlouhy 
asserted. 


The minister also met with 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce (ACC) Chairman 
Haidar Murad and discussed 
exchanges between the ACC 
and its Czech counterparts. 

"Links with the ACC are 
important to provide a basis 
through which small and 
large enterprises in both 
countries can learn about 
each other,** said Dr. 
Dlouhy. . 

His 24-hour vaii to Am- 
man. the Czech minister said, 
improved the possibility of 
investment here, although he 
added that the Czech private 
sector was still not capable of 
direct investment, but many 
firms would be able to par- 
ticipate in long term invest- 
ments. 

Dr. Dlouhy affirmed that 
his talks here" were part of a 
larger strategy for Czech in- 
volvement in the Middle East 
region. 


Kouchner Carter in Sarajevo ISomali 


may seek 
presidency 

PARIS (AFP) — Former 
French Health Minister Ber- 
nard Kouchner, best known 
for trouble-shooting in hot- 
spots across the world, said 
on Sunday he might be a 
candidate in presidential 
elections due next ApriJ- 
May. 

Mr. Kouchner, who held 
the health and humanitarian 
affairs portfolios in the for- 
mer socialist government, 
said be had. not yet made up 
his mind, but “tomorrow we 
shall see." 

Mr. Kouchner, founder of 
the medical aid charity Mede- 
cins Sans Frontieres, was 
elected to the European Par- 
liament last June on the 
■Socialist Party ticket, but is 
not a party member. He 
made an international repu- 
tation with a series of spec- 
tacular relief missions, not- 
ably to Somalia and Bosnia. 

5,000 dead in revolt 
In 1994— Ankara 

ANKARA (AFP) — The 
conflict -between the Turkish 
state and Kurdish separatists 
cost 5,130 lives between Jan. 
1 and Oct. 13, official figures 
showed Sunday. Officials 
were quoted by the Anatolia 
news agency as saying 3,430 
Kurdish rebels died, 893 
members of the Turkish 
security forces and 807 civi- 
lians. It said that all the civi- 
lians, who included 69 
women and 75 children, were 
killed by Kurdish separatists. 


on peace mission 



Furnished Apartments 

Luxurious Furnished Apartments In a 
Distinguished Area At Tla' AJ - Ali Are 
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ZAGREB (Agencies) — 
Former tJ.S. President Jim- 
my Carter flew to Sarajevo 
on Sunday to launch a free- 
lance peace mission in Bos- 
nia, tackling a conflict that 
has ’daunted seasoned 
mediators before him. 

"My hope is' to contribute 
in a small way to peace and 
the protection of human 
rights, to the alleviation of 
tension in Bosnia," Mr. Car- 
ter said. 

“I think there are possibili- 
ties for optimism but it is too 
early for me to (say),” he told 
reporters in Zagreb before 
boarding a U.N. military 
flight to the besieged Bosnian 
capital. 

Mr. Carter spoke during a 
stopover in Croatia for con- 
sultations with the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force, President 
Franjo Tudjman of Croatia, 
Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic and U.S. 
Ambassador Peter Galbraith. 

He departed for Sarajevo 
later on Sunday to meet lead- 
ers of the mostly Muslim 
Bosnian government and its 
war enemy, the Bosnian 
Serbs who invited the ex- 
president to try to mediate an 
end to the intractable 32- 
month conflict. 

He was due to see Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic on 
Monday. 

Mr. Carter hoped later to 
meet Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, grand mas- 
ter of the Bosnian Serbs’ 
separatist war until he cut 
them oft last summer, in a 
planned trip to Belgrade. 

The former' Democratic 
president was accompanied 
by his wife, Rosalynn, and 
two of his own negotiators. 

White House officials 
urged Mr. Carter to avoid 
new initiatives and seek Serb 
acceptance of a peace plan 
drawn up by -a big power 
“contact group” comprising 
the United States, Britain, 
France, Germany and Rus- 
sia. 

-l—. . 


would get 51 per cent of 
Bosnia and the Serbs 49 per 
cent. 

It has been approved by 
Muslims and Croats but re- 
jected by Serbs, who would 
have to cede a third of the 70 
per cent of the country they 
now hold after nearly three 
years of war. 

The Carter mission drew 
an initial negative reaction by 
Bosnian government. 

But Bosnian Premier Sila- 
jdzic softened the Bosnian 
stance when he met Mr. Car- 
ter Sunday in Zagreb. 

Mr. Silajdzic said Sunday^ 
before his meeting Mr. Car-' 
ter: “If Mr. Carter succeeds 
in getting the Bosnian Serbs 
to accept the contact group’s 
peace plan, his mediation will 
be welcome." 

His comment was in 
marked contrast to Bosnian 
President AJija Izetbegovic's 
remark Friday that the trip 
would be a “waste of time" if 
Mr. Carter tried to change 
the contact group’s take-it- 
or-leave-it partition plan. 

Mr. Carter's arrival in 
Sarajevo also implied that he 
is satisfied that the Bosnian 
Serbs have carried through 
sufficiently on pledges made * 
by Mr. Karadzic on Wednes- 
day, notably promising an 
easing of relations with the 
U.N. Protection Force in 
Bosnia, a ceasefire in and 
around Sarajevo and a" 
reopening of Sarajevo air- 
port. 

Mr. Carter emerged from 
brief talks with Mr. Tudjman 
telling journalists that the 
Croatian president had “en- 
couraged me in this trip.” 

“I Had a very informative 
visit with your president," he 
said. “I’ll be sharing the re- 
sults of my visit with him 
after this trip is completed.” 

He called the talks with 
Mr. Tudjman “very mutually 
harmonious and a very con- 
structive meeting." 

Mr. Carter, 70, was presi- 
dent from 1977 to 1981 and 


gunmen 

demand 

ransom 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
group of Somali gunmen who 
took a French aid worker 
hostage have demanded com- 
pensation for two Somalis kil- 
led by bandits on June 15, 
claiming they were working 
at the time for the same 
agency. 

Marcq Rudy, 24, a relief 
coordinator with Internation- 
al Action Against Hunger, 
known by its French acronym 
AICF, was abducted while 
driving along the airport road 
in the south of Mogadishu on 
Saturday. 

The hostage takers said 
they wanted AICF ’to pay 
compensation for its two 
Somali employees killed by 
car thieves last year in a 
village near the town of 
Afgoye, some 30 kilometres 
south of the Somali capital. 

But an AICF spokes- 
woman in Paris said Sunday 
that the two Somalis were not 
working^ for the group at the 
time, since the venicle m 
which they wre travelling was 
not hired until 11 days after 
the killings- 

The kidnappers told an 
AFP reporter who visited 
Mfr. Rudy in a south Moga- 
dishu suburb late Saturday 
that they would treat him 
well. 

Mr. Rudy, who arrived in 
Mogadishu six months ago, 
was in good health. He said 
the incident for which the 
kidnappers were demanding 
compensation happened be- 
fore he arrived in Somalia. 

The abductors said they 
were not terrorists but had 
decided to take action to 
force AICF to open nega- 
tions with them, because the 
group ignored their earlier 
requests for compensation. 

They also want AICF to 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma on Sunday received Bel- 
gian parliament member 
Anne Marie Lain and discus- 
sed with her means of en- 
hancing Jordanian-Belgian 
cooperation in issues related 
to women. 

Princess Basma briefed 
Mrs. Lizin on Jordanian 
women's achievements and 
the important role women 
play in the Kingdom's public 
life. 

The Princess reviewed with 
Mrs. Lizm preparations for 
the fourth world conference 
on women to be held in Beij- 
ing and explained the out- 
come of related Arab meet- 
ings held in Amman in 
November. 

Mrs. Lizin stressed Jor- 
dan's important role in the 
region and assured Princess 
Basma of her country's con- 
tinuous cooperation and sup- 
port for Jordan. 

Also on Sunday, Princess 
Basma received the president 
and members of the Global' 
Commission on Women’s 
Health and was briefed on 
the committee’s objectives 
and goals. 

The commission, an advis- 
ory body to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), was 
established in 1992 under a 
World Health Assembly 


’ (WHA) resolution. The com- 
mission groups eminent per- 
sonalities from a broad range 
of disciplines, including poli- 
tical, scientific and profes- 
sional leaders from various 
parts of the world. 

The commission’s terms of 
reference include producing 
an agenda for action on 
women's health, supplying 
decision-makers with data on 
women's sodo-cconomic and 
heahh conditions and provid- 
ing a forum for consultation 
and dialogue with women’s 
organisations, and other 
groups concerned with 
women's causes. 

Princess Basina acceptance 
to serve as a member of the 
commission in response to an 
invitation extended to her by 
WHO Director General 
Hiroshi Nakajima. Princess 
Basma relayed her acceptance 
to join the commission's 
membership in a letter she 
sent to Dr. Nakajima early 
this month. 

The president and mem- 
bers of the commision stres- 
sed the importance of placing 
women’s health high on the 
development agenda and cal- 
led for including it on the 
agenda of the world summit 
for social development which 
will be held in Copenhagen in 
March and the Beijing con- 
ference on women. 


Justice Ministry works 
on updating laws — Tal 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Justice Hisham AI Tal said 
Sunday his ministry would 
seek to develop legislation 
related to the work of the 
judiciary. 

At a meeting with a group 
of journalists and columnists, 
Mr. Tal said there were 
several draft laws, including 
one that covers the civil 
courts system, which would 
be debated by Parliament. 
The ministry will continue to 
develop and update simitar 
laws, he said. 

He praised the role of the 
judiciary in adhering to leg- 
islation, and said the ministry 
was planning to initiate a new 
programme for training 
judges and building bridges 
of contact between experi- 
enced judges and newly- 
appointed judges. As part of 


of these schemes, he said, the 
ministry also plans to hold 
course and to publish a maga- 
zine. 

“We seek to offer a disting- 
uished judicial service to 
dozens in a way conforming 
to the requirements of our 
age.” the minister said. 

He complained that the 
financial allocations for the 
Ministry of Justice were short 
of its needs, noting that there 
was a pressing need for hav- 
ing a housing scheme for 
judges- 

The minister and the audi- 
ence then bad a discussion on 
the judiciary and means of 
reconsidering laws, including 
a draft law on information 
and investigations on stories 
published by newspapers by 
the genera! prosecutor's 
office. 


Riyadh blames Yemen 
for clash on border 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday 
blamed Yemen for an armed 
clash on their disputed bor- 
der which it said left a Saudi 
worker dead. 

A Saudi spokesman, 
quoted by the official news 
agency SPA, also denied 
Sanaa's accusations that it 
had violated Yemen’s territo- 
rial integrity. 

Sanaa said on Dec. 7 that 
Saudi Arabia had built roads 
and set up observation posts 
on Yemeni territory, and re- 
vealed that the two countries' 
troops had clashed in the 
disputed region. 

But the Saudi spokesman 
said the clash in early Decem- 
ber was “a Yemeni aggres- 
sion against Saudi territory, 
during which (Yemeni 
forces) penetrated 10 
kilometres inside the border. 

“All Saudi Arabia had 
done was to build a road to 
link isolated Saudi villages, 
which are on Saudi territory 
in line with the Taef treaty.” 
he added. 

“Yemeni forces opened 
fire and killed one of the 
labourers who was working 
on the road." 

Saudi Arabia and Yemen 
are locked in a long-running 
dispute over their border, 
notably in the Najran. Jizan 
and Assir regions which have 
been under Saudi control 


since the 1934 Taef agree- 
ment. 

Yemen maintains the 
agreement expired in 
September 1992 and says it 
does not want it extended. 

The Saudi spokesman said 
that to prevent an escalation 
after the dash, the two sides 
held a meeting during which 
“our Yemeni brothers ex- 
pressed understanding of the 
Saudi point of view.” 

He said a similar meeting 
would be held in coming days 
without giving details on who 
would attend. 

Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh said Saturday 
be would meet Saudi King 
Fahd in coming weeks to 
resolve the conflict. 

Mr. Saleh said the two 
neighbours had successfully 
contained armed border 
dashes and that he had held 
"positive and brotherly” 
talR with Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Aziz on the sidelines of an 
Islamic summit last week. 

“We examined bilateral 
issues including the border 
question, and -ve agreed to 
continue contact," the presi- 
dent said, adi-ing that a 
“Saudi-Yemcr.i summit 
meeting will take place in 
coming weeks.” 

.“Other joint committees 
will be set up to examine the 
problems.” he added. 


Massive power cuts hit 
Algeria; food store blasted 




TUNIS (R) — Massive pow- 
er cats, believed caused by 
sabotage, have blacked out 
parts of the Algerian capital 
where a central food store 
was blown up and burnt in an 
attack by 40 armed men, 
media ana diplomatic sources 
said on Sunday. 

Algerian state radio on 
Sunday quoted the Algerian 
electricity company as saying 
power cuts in Algiers and the 
neighbouring region of Blida 
that started last Wednesday 
□igfat would last a further 
three to four days. 

Blida town, which is both 
the headquarters of the coun- 
try's mam military region 
covering the capital and re- 
a Muslim .fun- 


kilometres south of Algiers. 

Cuts were being rotated 
between areas and life re- 
mained normal, the radio 
said. 

It did not explain what it 
described as a “dancernu* 
incident” but two A& 

had blown up power pylons 
supplying the capital. 
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British newspaper 
names $27 million 
lottery winner 

LONDON (R) — A news- 
paper, in a nu>ve to certain to 
cause further controversy 
around Britain’s new Nation- 
al Lottery. Sunday named the 
winner of « $17.8 mttficat 
($27.82 million) jackpot 
spite his pleas, to remate 
anonymous. The News of foe 
World splashed a picture of 
the winner and his wife across 
the front page with the head- 
line “it was him.” Inside it 
gave his name together with 
more details and photographs 
of the man who scooped foe 
massive prize. Media frenzy 
over the identity of the win- 
ner of Britain's biggest lot- 
tery prize has led to questions 
in parliament and a court 
battle between lottery orga- 
nisers and newspaper editors, 

The High Court gave news- 
papers the go-ahead to name, 
last week’s winner, an ethnic 
Indian Muslim immigrant 
hunted down by tabloids e*- ^ 
ner for a "rags to riches" talc, ^ 

But after overturning the In- 
junction taken oof by lottery 
organisers Came lot. tabloid 
newspaper editors had de- 
cided not to reveal who the 
mystery man was. The New* 
of the "World was unrepen- 
tant. “This story is not aa . 
intrusion into private grief, 
but a celebration of public 
joy.” it said in an editorial. 

“It breaks no taw or code of 
practice.” A spokesman for 
Camelqt said ne was “very 
disappointed" by the new* 
paper’s decision to publish 
the winner’s name. He re- 
fused to confirm whether it 
was correct. 

Woman freed 
after killing 
lesbian 
housemate 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 

— A Malaysian factory work- 
or, accused of murdering her 
hpusemate who made ksbura 
advances on her has boon 
freed after a court accepted - 
her claim of self-defence. The 
Sunday Star newspaper said. % 
Junaini Moharoed Yusof. 34, 
grasped her lawyer's hands 
and tearfully thanked him af- .jj 
ter a seven-man jury ruledjfcg. 
Saturday that she had not v= 
deliberately killed Fauziah :% ] 
Ahmad, 34. The trial — in ■$. ] 
Malaysia's northern Penang 
State High Court, was one of 
the shortest murder case* 
beard in the country — last- 
ing just eight • days after 
Junaini claimed Fauziah had ^ 
tried to rape her before the 
killing on Oct. 11, 1991. The 
delay in the case coming to fr?- 
trial was due to a backlog in 
criminal cases in Malaysia. 
Junaini, dressed in attire 
common to religious Mu*- ,;L_ 
lims. said she would turn to — : 
prayers in a bid to put foe 
incident behind her. ~ 

Swiss golden 
boy gets 5-year 
prison term 

GENEVA (AFP) — One of T r 
Switzerland's most flam- 
boyant figures of the 1980s. 
whose interests ran from 
football to rock music, has - 
been sentenced in Geneva to 

l^L. y r ars in prison fif 
embezzling 13 million SwsV 
francs ($ut million). Didier 
lornare, a former notary 
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